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Abstract of Persian Articles 45
culture. Many writers refer to it as a noble science and point to the
interpretation of the dream of Yusof in the Qor‘an. The author also mentions
interpretations mentioned in such classical works as the Shahnameh,
Khosrow and Shirin, and the Masnavi. _

After this introduction, the author refers to the four dreams of Abtin
dreamt during the end of the reign of Zahhak and detailed in the Kushnameh.
In the first dream, Abtin’s son is killed by Kush. In the second, third, and
fourth dreams Jamshid is revealed to Abtin. Acting on his advisor Kamdad’s
interpretations of dreams 1 and 2, Abtin decides to leave Basila and return to
Iran. The third dream symbolically reveals to him that he will become a
father and that his son will dethrone Zahhak. In the fourth dream he is told to
entrust his son to a wise man, for the time of his death is near.

The matter worth noting in all of this is that in the entire Kushnameh,
more than 10,000-line epic, Abtin’s four dreams are the only ones mentioned.
All of the dreams relate to the liberation of Iran from the tyranny of Zahhak.
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On the Story of the Adulteress’ Stoning
in ‘Attar’s Mosibatnameh
Mahmoud Omidsalar

The writer first reproduces the text of the tale from Discourse 34 of ‘Attar’s
poem. The tale is about an adulteress who admitted her sin to the Prophet and
requested that they stone her to death. The Prophet tried every way he can to
have the punishment postponed; however, when the woman gave birth and
someone took responsibility for raising her child, the Prophet ordered her
stoning. That night, after attending her funeral and praying over her grave, the
Prophet saw the woman in a dream. He asked her, “What did God say to
you?” The woman answered, “God said: "Don’t you know that I have sent
prophets into the land to act on what I say? Mohammad had no choice but to
order your stoning; but if you had come to me instead, I would have sent
Gabriel with your pardon for all eternity.”

Omidsalar writes that neither Forouzanfar nor Helmut Ritter, great
interpreters of mystical Persian poetry, mentioned the origin of this tale;
however based on what the former said about ‘Attar’s mastery of qoranic
exegesis, he says that it apparently stems from an incident that happened in the
ninth year of the Hegira which found its way into the hadith literature in
various ways. In order to understand the legal point in question here, the
author examined and compared six accounts from the standard sources. He
concludes that from the point of view of Islamic law, the punishment of
stoning was not carried out on a pregnant women; the punishment was
applied only after the fate of her offspring became clear (a principle also
observed in the pre-Islamic Karnamak-i Artakhsher-i Papakdn, "Book of the
Deeds of Ardashir, son of Papak’). He feels that the tale arises out of the
incident of the stoning of another adulterer. The Prophet is said to have
prayed for the adulterer. The prophet is said to have prayed for the adulterers
and to have enjoined his followers from insulting them. Omidsalar adds that
Islamic theologians, whether Sunnite or Shiite, as a rule tried not to apply
capital punishment in the case of those who admitted their grievous sins.

The Dreams of Abtin

Jalal Matini

The author goes into the long history of dream interpretation in Persian
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The Lineage of an Ode by Hafez
and Its Five-line Ottoman Version

Heshmat Moayyad

Research into the poetic allusion is a pastime of both contemporary scholars
(especially in recent decades) and older authorities. Professor Khanlari’s
article “The Lineage of a Hafezian Ode” broke ground in this endeavor,
showing that Iran’s greatest lyric poet engaged in poetic borrowing. Both the
design and the contents of one of the most beautiful of the odes, according to
Khanlari, owed much to the poetic genius of several poets, among them
Sana’i, Anvari, Zahir-e Farabi, ‘Attar, and Khvaju. Three years after the
publication of Khanlari’s article, ‘Ali Dashti explored the subject further in his
book Nagshi az Hafez. Dashti showed the superiority of Hafez’s ode and adds
three poets not mentioned by Khanlari. He also notes another ode by Khvaju
which is specifically alludes to one by Sana’i. Moayyad analyzes the meters of
the opening lines of these and other relevant odes. He then introduces a five-
line version of the ode by the great Ottoman poet Mohammad As‘ad
”Ghaleb” (1757-99). His analysis shows the extent to which Persian
influenced the Ottoman language of the time.

Verb Stems Ending in ”-an” and Some
of Their Denominal and Descriptive
Derivatives in Ancient Iranian Languages

Mostafa Mogarrebi

Verbs ending in ”-an” are found in a number of ancient Iranian languages
including Avesta, as well as in Sanskrit. These verbs through alteration in
vowels, consonants, or without alterations with the addition of nominalizing
suffixes (*-tan,” “-dan,””-idan,” and "-setan”) become participles. The author
devides his typology of these participles into three classes and gives examples
of each class.
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that the term algab is something other than the merits and faults of verse (what
is conventionally known as the excellence and defects of poetry). The writer
then draws on the works of the Persian poets Sana’i and Khagani as well as
the two 13th century poetic manuals al-Mojam fi Ma‘a’ir Ash‘ar al-‘Ajam
and the Meyar al-Ash‘dr to conclude that the "science of Algab” signified a
knowledge of the kinds of modifications, poetic licence, and changes in
format allowed to poets. He cites Sana’i’s calling his own sustitution of one
metrical unit for another a lagab.

On Cambyses , Gaumata, and Darius

Asieh Asbagqi

In this short article the author focuses on just part of a speech given by the
Iranian poet Ahmad Shamlu at Berkeley (April, 1990). Using all the
available sources, the author criticizes Shamlu’s version of the story of
Cambyses, son of Cyrus, and the “usurper” Gaumaita. Because in the
published version of his remarks Shamlu does not document his remarks with
specific citations, the author has no choice but to examine the testimony of the
inscription of Darius, that at Bisotun I, and Herodotus’ accounts. Comparison
of Shamlu’s remarks with the published evidence, shows that contrary to the
poet’s account: 1. Smerdis, Cambyses brother, was killed by order of
Cambyses; 2. Cambyses died a natural death; 3. Darius did not order the
return of the grazing lands, farms, moveable goods, and slaves to the leaders of
the army; 4. there was in fact a Gaumata; and 5. Darius himself did not admit
that he cut the ears and nose of his enemy off and gouged his eyes from their
sockets.

Hafez and Amir Mo‘ezzi
Fathollah Mojtaba’i

Despite the fact that his poetic style differs markedly from that of Amir
Mo‘ezzi, Hafez followed the poet’s lead on a number of occasions. First
Mojtaba’i discusses examples of this borrowing that others have pointed out
and then he details eight other instances that he has found in Hafez’s poetry.
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various peoples and quotes Plato and his contemporaries on the subject. He
adds that while it is true that Sufi dance is a form of religious dance, but this is
not unusual in that the origin of all dance can be traced back to the religious
practice of taking individuals out of themselves, transporting them to other
states of consciousness.

After this introduction, the author writes that dance is not only the
provenance of Sufi works, nor is it limited to the official Persian literary
canon. It can be found in popular stories and sayings as well; thus it is clear
that despite the doctrinal and hypocritical prejudices against dance, it was
always counted as important. He then refers to eclectic dances, relics of the
intermingling of peoples brought about under the Safavid Empire (1501-
1732). He also notes some Europeans condemnation of Persian dance as the
products of shameless sexual abandon, adding that Iranians reciprocated in
their view of European dance. Finally, the author turns to the reasons why
dance was not favored by Islamic doctrine and Sufi religious thought, both of
which deemed it a form of harmful play or, worse, forbidden by Islamic law.
On the other hand, Sufis not only consider dance to be permitted, but
necessary to attain other states of consciousness. Did the sufis really think of
dance as a form of discipline and spirituality or were they, the author asks,
forced to do soin an attempt to justify the relaxation found in the practice? He
cites the example of Jalal al-Din Rumi, whose Masnavi stresses the
importance of dance as a kind of spiritual training used to reach the highest
level of awareness of God.

Poetics and Algab

Mohammad Reza Shafi‘i Kadkani

The Qabusnameh (written in 1082-83) states ”...but learn well the science of
metrics and knowledge of poetic algab and criticism of poetry...”. The same
expression can be found in Tarjoman al-Balagheh (a manual of rhetoric
written around the time of the Qabusnameh) and in the Hada'iq al-Sihr
written by Rashid Vatvat (1127-1156), but not in poetic manuals of the
thirteenth century and afterwards. According to Sa’id Nafisi, the expression
refers to applying the appropriate title to individuals mentioned in poetry.

Other writers guess about the meaning and the author has been unable to find
an exact definition of this “science” in any of the classical Arabic dictionaries
or encyclopedias. What he infers from the three books mentioned above, is
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Khanlan and Music

Hosein Ali Mallah

Dating back to his studies at the Tehran Dar al-Fonun, Khanlari also
associated with Ruhollah Khaleqi, who became a famous musician years
later. In his book,”Lives of Iranian Musicians,” Khaleqi wrote that he created
a number of melodies, whose lyrics were composed by Khanlari. Khanlariin
his autobiography confirms this and adds that Khaleqi was older than he at
the time.

Mallah quotes two lyrics Khanlari composed for Khaleqi and adds that
his acquaintance with the musician was the reason for his enthusiasm for
composition. He also writes that Khanlari played the violin for a time, but
gave it up after deciding that he did not want to concentrate on music. He
wanted, instead, to study the “measure of the written and spoken word” and
the “elements that formed the melody of expression.” For this reason , not
only did he select “poetic meter in Persian” as the subject of his doctoral
dissertation but he also decided to pursue phonetics and linguistics when in
France for advanced study. In his book “Persian Meter,” he writes that he
used the Paris acoustics laboratory to study and test his ideas about the nature
of consonants and syllables.

Dance in Persian Culture, High and Low

Abd al-Hosein Zarinkoub

The article begins: in the Islamic culture of Iran, whether one considers the
practices of the Sufis, the boon stories of poets, the faces in miniatures, or the
paintings found on the walls of the Forty-Column Palace at Esfahan, one finds
so many allusions to dance, its ecstatic abandon, music, and rhythm that no
Iranist can fail to be curious about its methods and history. The important
point is that there are many indications of the importance of dance in what
remains of pre-Islamic Iranian culture; e.g., the entertainments of Anushirvan,
Bahram Gur, and Khosrow Parviz, or in the Pahlavi treatise Khusrav-i
Kavatan u Retake (Khosrow, son of Kavat, and a page). Dance likewise
played a role in Achaemenian times. The author examines dance among



My Teacher: Khanlari

Iraj Parsinejad

The writer speaks of the years he was Khanlari’s student at the University of
Tehran and celebrates what he learned from his teacher. Among the
memories the author shares are Khanlari’s own rememberances of Sadeq
Hedayat. Khanlari believed in Hedayat’s art and considered the Persian
essayist and novelist to be a genius. Khanlari spoke with caution but respect
about Nima, whom he considered his own teacher (they were close relatives)
having learned from him new poetic techniques. Despite this, Khanlari made
no secret of the fact that Nima’s poetry pained him, for his diction was
occasionally incomprehensible. Khanlari also defended his service to the state
as the Minister of Education, considering it an outgrowth of his career as a
teacher. The implementation of the Literacy Corps Program, one of his own
innovations, was a large step in the eradication of illiteracy in Iran. However
at a general meeting of UNESCO, Khanlari called the plan the Shah’s
innovation. When his friend Mohammad ’Ali Jamalzadeh, who was also at
the meeting, asked Khanlari why he attributed his idea to the Shah, he
answered, “You live far away, and do not realize that had I not done so, the
Shah would have dismissed me and would have cancelled the program also.
Let whoever wants to claim the idea, the important thing is that the people
become literate.”

The writer also refers to Khanlari’s experiences after the Revolution and
notes that he had become quite old and worn as a result ofit. He states that
Khanlari’s wife died shortly after he did.
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22. "Tradition and the Individual Talent,” in his Selected Essays (New Y ork, 1950), pp. 3-

11.
23.

"Iranian” is used here in its broadest sense, meaning one who speaks an Iranian

language and who lives within the Iranian cultural area, whatever its extent may be.

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Otashi Sughd, pp. 34.

Obshori Oftob, pp. 70-73.

Ghaffor Mirzo (b. 1929), Rui Surkh (Dushanbe, 1971), pp. 23-24.
Rozi Dil (Dushanbe, 1983), pp. 17-18.

Otashi Sughd, p. 47.

29. "Tahavvuli She‘r va Fardiyati Shoir,” Sadoi Sharg 1986, No. 2, pp. 90-101, esp. p. 9.

30.
31
32.
33.
34.
3s.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42
43.
44,

Dun’yoi Umed, p6.

Aminjon Shukuhi (b. 1923), Asarhoi Muntakhab, 1 (Dushanbe, 1977), p. 70.
Guzargohi Dill (Dushanbe, 1983), pp. 15-16.

Afsonai Dar’yo (Dushanbe, 1974), p. 19.

Bomdod (Dushanbe, 1982), pp. 6-7.

Didor, p. 44.

Payghom, p. 55.

Dilafshon (Dushanbe, 1983), pp. 29-30.

Didori Orzuho, pp. 36-37.

Obshori Oftob, pp. 12-13.

Ibid., pp. 34-35.

Davlati Mihnati Ruzi (Dushanbe, 1970), pp. 139-142.

Tashnai Zindagi (Dushanbe, 1981), p. 80.

Afsonai Dar’yo, p. 20.

Dun’yoi Umed, p. 14. This is strongly reminiscent of Furugh Farrokhzod’s poem

“Mow;j” (from her Divar, Tehran, 1335/1956, pp. 93-94) which ends with these lines:

45.
46.
47.
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Tashnai Zindagi, pp. 4243.

Afsonai Dar’yo, pp. 21-22.
Tashnai Zindagi, p. 56.
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Today the boundaries of identity are internal. A search for Self is the
larger framework which encloses a search for place, an exploration of
tradition, a changed rhetorical stance, and an inward shift of attention toward
a common heritage as well as a common destiny. An attachment to the vatan
is a necessary but not sufficient condition for a sense of nationality: it must be
linked in a common language with a sense of the individual’s participation in
his literary and intellectual tradition. The tradition must be felt as a living
force among other forces working together to shape the identity and world-
view of the modern Tajik individual. As the contemporary Tajik poet looks at
the present and the future, he also looks at the past and sees it as part of his
present. As he seeks to discover who he is and how his identity was formed,
the literary tradition of a millennium in a language that he can still understand,
and his deep attachment to his homeland together help him to shape a
conscious Tajik Self.

University of Pennsylvania

Note: this article does not reflect poetry written after 1985.

1. Paraphrased from Edward Shils, “Tradition,” in Comparative Studies in Society and
History 13 (1971): 122-159. See also his Tradition (Chicago, 1981).

2. Fervent patriotic sentiments are expressed in these poems, but the lyric impulse is
generally lacking and the poems are superficial and filled with cliches. Many American Fourth
of July poems are like this.

3. Foteh Abdullo, "Baroi She'ri Shoistai Zamon,” Sadoi Sharg 1976, No.9, pp. 98-108.

4. Abdurahmon Abdumannonov, “Sukhan az Qahramoni Liriki,” Sadoi Sharg 1975, No.
11, pp. 100-107.

5. Qatrai Boron (Dushanbe, 1966), pp. 9-10.

6. Ibid, Dun’yoi Javoni (Dushanbe, 1971), p. 5.

7. Mu’min Qanoat (b. 1932), Osori Muntakhab,I (Dushanbe, 1982), pp. 18-19.

8. Ibid., pp. 50-51.

9. Loiq Sherali (b. 1941), Sari Sabz (Dushanbe, 1966), pp. 11-12.

10.Didori Orzuho (Dushanbe, 1979), p. 89.

11. Nori Alimuhammadova, Dun’yoi Umed (Dushanbe, 1980), p. 23.

12. Gulrukhsor Safieva, Otashi Sughd (Dushanbe, 1981), p. 10.

13. Didor (Dushanbe, 1982), p. 3.

14. Didori Orzuho, p. 34.

15. Op. cit.

16. David Lowenthal, The Past is a Foreign Country (Cambridge, 1985). pp. xvi,41,197.

17. Op. cit., p. 325.

18. Didor, pp. 22-23.

19. Ibid., p. 61.

20. Ibid., p. 78.

21. Atokhon Sayfulloev (b. 1935), “Nazare ba Ta’rikhiyati Nazmi Muosir,” Sadoi Sharg
1976, No. 11, pp. 126-137.
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its famous sons.4?

In classical Persian poetry personification was often a way of attempting
to control nature and make it easier for man to interact with it by making it
more like man. It was a way of taming nature, of domesticating the harsh and
often unpredictable forces outside the walls of a garden. The relation of man
and nature has changed fundamentally for the Soviet Tajiks and the need to
tame it rhetorically no longer exists. Nevertheless, personification is
increasingly used in modern Tajik poetry as a way of expressing a set of
relations between the individual self and the external world, defined, in part,
by the Persian-Tajik rhetorical tradition.

As I hope to have shown in the foregoing, many contemporary Tajik
poets express a strong sense of national consciousness, and the particular form
that it takes today is determined, partly, by the needs of today’s generation.
The fact that a sense of national identity is expressed is not new; it appears
from the earliest days of the Soviet period and before. What is new is that
today’s poetry, when compared with that of the 1930s-1950s, expresses a
deeper, more personal, more sharply defined and historically rooted sense of
national consciousness because today’s poets have a new psychological
framework, the search for Self, within which to construct the past. Each
generation must shape its own vision of the past and of its tradition, and this
vision of the past, in turn, helps shape a new vision of the future. Naturally,
not all modern Tajik poets look upon the past in just the same way, and some
appear to be quite uninterested in a search for a Self.

Despite the fact that the Tajik sense of national identity has become more
personal, none of the poets contrasts him- or herself directly with a non-Tajik
neighbor. Nevertheless, their work contains abundant evidence pointing toa
belief that in the past, the Tajik vatan comprised much more of Transoxiana
than it does today, and certainly included Samarkand and Bukhara. For
example, the Zarafshon and Syr Darya rivers are never mentioned as shared
rivers, but rather are thought of in the same way as purely internal rivers such
as the Vakhsh. The Tajik-Persian literary tradition is considered to have
begun with Rudaki (d. 940), who was born near Samarkand and who
flourished in Bukhara. In the poems read for this study, Rudaki is the most
frequently mentioned figure from the literary past, but prominent also are Ibn
Sina, the Samanid vizir Bal’ami, Kamol of Khujand, and others who are
always identified with Transoxiana. Numerous references to Bukhara itself
suggest that the period of its flourishing under Samanid rule is thought of asa
golden age when literature and learning were cultivated and were written in
Persian for the first time: in short, when a Tajik-Persian literary identity was
formed.
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increasing use of tradition to create a new past.

The third major component of the search for Self is a rhetorical shift in
poetry toward more identification and personification. These rhetorical
strategies have always been present in Tajik-Persian poetry, classical and
modern, but at present there appears to be a greater emphasis on them which
is related directly to the exploration of the Self and the accompanying rise in
national consciousness.

Identification is a way of defining the Self. The poets almost always
identify themselves with natural features of Tajikistan, and in some cases, with
the varan itself. Anexample is Fayzullo’s “Tifli Kuh,” a nostalgic poem about
lost youth. The speaker identifies himself with a mountain river, beginning
playfully like a young child, and ending calmly between its banksin a valley.+?
Mountain rivers are a striking feature of the landscape of Tajikistan, and
appear frequently in poems about the land. In Nori’s “Dar Sohil,” the persona
speaks of her love for the Syr Darya; then she becomes the shore and the river
becomes her lover:#
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There has been no effort made here to describe the river; the speaker is one
with the river in an embrace of love. Loiq’s “Zarafshon,” mentioned above, is
another example of identification with a river. In Karimzoda’s "Dar
Diliman,” the persona identifies perfectly with Tajikistan and its literary

tradition.45

Personification in modern Tajik poetry is often the other side of the coin of
identification. It is related to the search for Self in a kind of mirror-image
relationship with identification: identification seeks to make the Self into
something external which possesses qualities inherent in the Self, while
personification seeks to make something external into a Self by attributing
human qualities to it. An example is Fayzullo’s “Ba Sui Qullaho,” where the
snow-covered peaks of Tajikistan are personified as wise elders.They are the
pride of Tajikistan, and the Tajiks want to live near them. Here the traditional
veneration of elders is combined with a sense of place and the ideals of a Self 46
Karimzoda’s “Payghom ba Bukhoro,” beginning with a well-known line
from Rudaki, personifies Bukhara and calls on it to bring to life again many of
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When Tajik poets praise other poets and writers, they usually compare
their subjects with important figures from the literary past. For example,
Muhtaram Hotam dedicated a poem entitled “Hamzaboni” to the leading
contemporary prose writer Satem Ulughzoda. In it he says that Ulughzoda
has the pains of Rudaki in his heart, and that he turns to Ibn Sina for a cure.
Others mentioned in this context are Ferdowsi, Rustam and Sohrab, Ahmad
Donish and Vose’. Although Donish and Vose’ are nineteenth-century
writers, they have gained a place in the Tajik (but not the Persian) literary
tradition alongside the great writers of the past.3”

The modern poems based on the works of Rudaki, on the Shahnama, and
on the old story of Layli and Majnun, most familiar to Tajiks and Persians
from the twelfth-century version of Nizami, are excellent examples of the use
of traditional literary “models.” Continuity is very important in Iranian
culture, and one of the strongest pillars of continuity is the literary tradition.
Innovation, as traditionally understood in Iranian literary culture, could be
brought about after digesting and revising the past. Novelty, so important in
Western culture today, was of no account at all. In the Soviet period of Tajik
culture, a clear break with large areas of the past has been stressed with the
forward-looking nature of socialist realism. Great changes have come about
in many areas of social relations, and the role of the artist in society has moved
far from what it had been. Nevertheless, one cannot escape the past, which
may even become a refuge in times of social and cultural stress. Tajik poets
today face the question of what constitutes originality, and they deal with it,
by and large, by treading a middle way. Atoulloeva, for example, is quite
capable of inventing new and very personal imagery when writing about a
non-traditional literary subject such as her love for Tajikistan. When she
explores the question of love and the relations of men and women, however,
she calls up a model from the past. Richly resonant, the stories of Leyli and
Majnun, Farhad and Shirin, Rustam and Sohrab, and others have been the
basic fabric of the narrative and lyric traditions for almost a millennium. No
socialist realist poem can harmonize past and present as can lyrics such as
those discussed above, and “Bakhti Farhod” is a clumsy attempt.

Other poems such as Fayzullo’s “Koshonai Sa‘di,”3® "Ta’rikhi Zinda,”?
and "Chanoristoni Dushanbe;” Ghaffor Mirzo’s “Qissai Dihqon va Khohari
U Bahor,”# and Jamoliddin Karimzoda’s ”Otashi Mehr#2 embody
numerous direct and indirect references to the classical literary tradition and
its leading figures. Such references have become so common in the poetry of
the past fifteen years that patterns of reference and allusion are emerging
which are characteristic of the classical tradition. This was not the case with
the poetry of the 1930s through the 1950s, and it is another indication of the
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classical story of Layli and Majnun in tellingly different but appropriate ways.
Shirin Bun’yod, in his “Majnunbed” uses the popular name of the weeping
willow to develop the larger image of the tragic lovers. Here the lover tells his
woes to the willow, hoping for sympathy, and the poet incorporates images of
the fruitlessness of both the willow and the lover’s pains, just as Majnun’s
pains were fruitless.>

In a much bolder manipulation of the tradition, Zulfiya Atoulloeva uses the

theme of Layli and Majnun but reverses the roles of the classical pair. In the
traditional story, Qais falls in love with Leyli. She is unobtainable to him, but
in spite of this, he allows his love for her to consume him to the point where he
becomes “Majnun,” mad, and spends a lonely, wandering life, longing for her.

In Atoulloeva’s “Nagshi Majnun,” a man teaches the female speaker of the
poem to burn in his flaming glance. He plays the role of Majnun before her
like a skilled actor, making a powerful impression on her, then goes away and
leaves her. The last verse says:3s
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The longing lover is now the modern Leyli and the fickle beloved isa man.
By reversing the roles of a story that everyone knows, Atoulloeva has created
a persona for the present by reshaping the past so that she now has the role that
Majnun played in the traditional tale. In a society strongly permeated by
literary tradition, this is an eloquently ironic statement of a modern woman’s
position. The poet uses the literary tradition to establish her relations with her
world: the present is sustained by a reinterpreted past rather than cut loose
from a discarded tradition.
Quite different is Primgul Sattori’s “Bakhti Farhod,” a socialist-realist
poem about building the railroad from Vakhsh to Yovon. Its structure of
imagery is based on the story of Farhad and Shirin.3
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When the job is complete, the people will celebrate at Shirin’s wedding.
The classical imagery is carried throughout the poem, blending somewhat

uneasily the demands of today’s poetry with the tradition from which it
springs.
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The Tajik reader would immediately recognize the quotations from
Rudaki’s most famous poem, and the images of homecoming in the modern
poem which evoke those in the tenth-century work. Rudaki’s poem has been
sung for over a thousand years and is still a vital and productive enough
element of the literary tradition to be adapted to modern needs and taste.
Gulrukhsor's "Noma,” mentioned above, is an example of a poem
inspired by the Shahnama, which has a visible and living presence in modern
Tajik culture. In a similar vein is a remarkable poem by Fayzullo entitled
“Khanjar,” also inspired by the Shahnama. The speaker of the poem visits a
museum and sees a dagger with a mirror-work snake coiled around its handle.
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The poem ends with the exclamatory question33
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In a web of references and allusions, Fayzullo has used events from the

Shahnama in a meditation on past and future tyranny.
Two younger poets, Shirin Bun’yod and Zulfiya, have adapted the
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written to a Bulgarian poet after he had translated the Shahnama into
Bulgarian. Here Mahmud of Ghazna is strongly condemned, while much
sympathy is shown for Tahmina, Rustam’s wife of one night, and their son
Sohrab, who is later killed unintentionally by Rustam. Rustam becomes a
symbol of what is wrong in the world today, i. €., too much fighting, and the
poem ends with almost a curse:?®
LS i & 5 4 U

Without his horse Rakhsh, Rustam loses not only his ability to fight, but his
very status as a warrior.

Poems derive from other poems, not from life, to paraphrase a common
dictum. Nowhere is this process more visible than in recent Tajik poetry.
Classical literary forms, especially the ghazal, ruboi, and dubayti have been
vigorously revived in the last fifteen years, particularly by Fayzullo, Sattori,
Rahmat Nazri, Jamoliddin Karimzoda, and Loiq Sherali. In this regard,
Abdurahmon Abdumannonov’s opinion that “the most important
development in the love lyric in the past five years is the serious revival of the
ghazal” is significant. He goes on to say "It can be said that after Lohuti, the
ghazal in our poetry has received scant attention from our poets. Generally,
erotic subjects have been expressed in the form of quatrains. Loig, who ten
years ago made worthy efforts to have the quatrain express subjects of the
modern world... is now taking serious steps to revive the place of the ghazalin
today’s Tajik poetry and has produced attractive results.” He does not specify
the differences between Loiq’s ghazals and those of Lohuti and the classicists,
but finds in the former ”the spirit of our times, the pulse of today’s life, a world
of feelings, the social and moral existence of our contemporaries.”? Almost
all poets write quatrains in the classical style; their classical meters are correct,
their rhymes obey the classical rules. Besides the uninspired classicizing pieces
that are all too common, examples abound of poems and themes from the
classical tradition supplying material for modern works of genuine
inspiration. The use of the past in this manner is varied and highly productive.

Traditional allusions and images appear frequently, an example being the
“morning breeze” topos. Its most famous early appearance is in Anvar'’s
(12th century) qasida beginning Ba Samarqand agar bigzari ay bodi sahar...,
and it has reappeared prominently in Nori Alimuhammadova’s ”Dukhtaroni
Mirzochul”® and Aminjon Shukuhi’s “Nasimi Bahri Tojik’ "3' and
elsewhere. Likewise, in the poem “Samarqand,” Kamol Nasrullo sings a love
song to that city as he returns home to Tajikistan:*
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This is followed by an evocation of many figures from the literary and
intellectual tradition: Mani, Mazdak, Rudaki, Ibn Sina, and others. The
tradition here is seamless, encompassing everything from the ancient period to
the heights of Islamic Persian culture.

The Tajik language, the vehicle for the literary tradition that invokes the
treasured past, is also celebrated in contemporary poetry. One example is
Naimjon Naziri’s six-stanza poem “Zaboni Modari,” which echoes a poet’s,
and possibly a people’s, love of the language that links them with their past
and provides a powerful bond of collective identity. Part of it makes this point
well. 2
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When tradition is invoked and reinterpreted by a poet as he reflects on the
past, he must express it in a fashion intelligible to his audience. The use of the
past by Tajik poets implies a familiarity with the past, a certain ease with the
tradition which allows for its relation with the present to be redefined by all
Tajiks. What, then, is familiar, and how is this past being created?

The classical literary heritage is freely acknowledged by critics and poets
alike, but too much has changed in the past century for the tradition to be
viewed uncritically. What is used of the past is carefully selected and adapted
50 as to enrich the present, which is what all people do when creating a past.
Much that would be offensive to today’s taste, morals or sense of self is
omitted. In the case of Tajik poets, this includes the social context of the poets
and intellectuals who are held up as examples of the tradition. Thus, the old
elite culture, Islamic religion and Sufism and the status of poets is played
down, and the cultivation of personal sensibility is subtly highlighted by the
search for Self. National feelings are also brought to the fore, directly when
speaking of defending the vatan against foreign invaders, and indirectly by the
use of only Iranians as models and heroes. No Arabs or Turks appear in these
contexts, except as enemies. A complex and ambiguous attitude toward
tradition is often expressed, an example being Gulrukhsor’s poem "Noma,”
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terms of socialist realism. The new past being created is deeply rooted in
Iranian? tradition and is divided broadly into pre-Islamic, Islamic, and Soviet
periods. The pre-Islamic past is the past of Sogdiana, with Zoroastrians, fire
worship, and a strong sense of self and place expressed as a heroic tradition of
defending the vatan against non-Iranian invaders. The Islamic past is the
period of high Persian-Tajik literary culture, roughly from Rudaki (10th
century) to Jomi (15th century). The Soviet period begins with the work of
Ayni and Lohuti. Gulrukhsor’s “Otashi Sughd” says**
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The speaker here links tradition, the land, and herself, and declares her
whole self to be determined by her heritage. A rather broader view of the past
is expressed by Fayzullo in his “Dar Hafriyoti Mugh.” The speaker of the
poem reflects on the history of ancient Sogdiana, and includes a small
narrative of a fortress that remained hidden from the eyes of the Arabs and
therefore remained unconquered. The image suggests a small corner of the
Tajik spirit which, unconquered, still keeps its ties with the tradition going
back to Mugh and the Zoroastrians. The attachment of the Tajiks to their
vatan is portrayed as very strong and deep, and as an essential part of their
national character.?’ In a similar vein is Ghaffor Mirzo’s “Rushnoi Bud,”
where the literary and intellectual tradition provides points of light on the long
darkness of the Tajiks.26
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are clear: Tajik society will not be the same again. This is not a case of
manipulating a set of historical constructs whose vitality is maintained
through their existence as literary motifs and images. It is, rather, challenging a
contemporary social pattern, as women elsewhere have done, a pattern that is
also expressed and reinforced through a powerful set of literary conventions.
For women to achieve what Atoulloeva is calling for, society must also
change. In this respect the questions of the search for Self and of national
consciousness have profound social implications for the future.

Tajik literary criticism in the Soviet period has a strongly prescriptive side,
and this keeps it squarely within the long tradition of Persian-Tajik criticism,
although there are different ends in view today. In this regard, Atakhon
Sayfulloev's remarks on historicism, or the sense of history (ta’rikhiyai), are
important. Historicism, he maintains, is the deep sense of the relations of man
and society as seen in the light of the historical forces that have shaped these
relations. The poet must make the ideals of his time his own, and treat them
seriously. This is one of the fundamental teachings of socialist realism.
Historicism, or the sense of history, makes it possible for the poet to choose
from among all the events of the past and present the most important ones

Which embody the character and essence of the revolutionary
movement of society, the most general and typical characteristics of
various historical periods of a society... Conscientious historicism in
socialist realist literature appears when in the best works of that
literature various historical periods and times become related, and
the spiritual thread binding generations becomes strong !

T. S. Eliot has articulated a somewhat different way of viewing the
relations of past and present. After declaring that both the poet and the critic
need "the sense of history,” he says

The historical sense involves a perception, not only of the pastness of
the past, but of its presence; the historical sense compels a man to
write not merely with his own generation in his bones, but with a
feeling that the whole of the literature of his own country has a
simultaneous existence and comprises a simultaneous order.2

In these terms the context of a poem is its entire literary tradition, and it
can be said that the context of a reading of a poem is the entire reading
experience of the reader. It follows, then, that the present is shaped by the past,
just as the past is altered by the present. I would say that, mutatis mutandis, the
relationship to the past that characterizes much of Tajik poetry today lies
somewhere between Eliot’s and Sayfulloev’s perspectives, and shows some
characteristics of each.

As today’s poets attempt to rationalize their sense of time and tradition,
they are creating a new national past to replace an older one viewed largely in
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woman be pure and chaste. Atoulloeva feels this stereotype of women all

around her, and calls on men to treat women as human beings. In the poem, a
Tajik woman addresses Tajik men:20
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In these poems, instead of calling on tradition to help forge a Tajik
identity, the poet deplores it as a force frustrating the creation of such an
identity. It is worth noting, however, that the poet does not compare herself or
Tajik women in general with non-Tajik women who might be perceived as
having made progress in establishing their own identity. She expresses no
desire to be at one with the women of the world, or even of other parts of the
Soviet Union. The consciousness of nationality is strong and the focus of the

poems is inward, to Tajikistan and into the heart of the poet.
The sense of the future implied in these three poems is clear. This Tajik
woman, and by her wish, all Tajik women, is striving for a sense of herself
within Tajik society. If she, and they, succeed in their efforts, the implications
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women in general; throughout the poem she and Tajik women are
inseparable. One verse says:!8
25 5 2 3R 6 paT Lo 4 o
;,,'.J‘I,T‘.A;J... PL.A){)Q;J;
b oA s gl a7 U35 b
.>,>'1;LAT‘-JA{_.¢E}_..;;| ml b

Here the search for Self is clearly apparent and is rooted in a Tajik identity.
She feels destined by birth to raise her voice as a woman and speak for all
Tajik women; to find a new beginning. She is too subtle to claim identity with
all women because she knows that her nationality is a crucial element in that
identity. She has a clear view of the past and knows how to use it to shape her
future.

One of the fundamental problems for a woman seeking a new beginning
in Tajikistan is tradition. The past for a people is a consensus, and as with
women elsewhere, her hopes for the future are frustrated by the weight of that
past. The age in which she lives has shaped her personality and causes her
actions to oppose her feelings. The result is self-doubt, as she expresses it in her
poem "Man Kiyam?”. Each verse begins with the phrase Man zan astam, but
in each case questions are asked that blur her female identity.
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She speaks of her tender feelings and of the fact that if she hides them, no
one will console her. She wants to weep openly before friends and strangers,
but cannot. She wants love and fidelity, hungers for one soft word. Although
her heart is filled with the sorrows of love, she holds her proud head high.
What has the age in which she lives done to her? She feels as if she is a man.!°
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The question of a Tajik woman'’s identity is approached from another
angle in her poem “Mo Farishta Nestem.” In classical Persian-Tajik literature
women usually appeared in the role of the beloved, the lover being a male
poet. The woman was idealized as beautiful, distant, unobtainable and cool.
She was never credited with complex human feelings, and rarely reciprocated
the feelings of her lover. The lover felt keenly the pains of love and wept
constantly out of unsatisfied longing. Islamic tradition demanded that the
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of the individual, and the special features of a place include its traditions as
well as its physical appearance.

Tradition comes from the past, and each generation creates a new past to
suit its present. The past is an artifact of the present, and it is integral to our
sense of identity: “to know what we were confirms what we are.” !¢ Tajik poets
are, for example, infused with a nostalgia for lost youth, and laments for the
passing of the years figure importantly in any collection of contemporary
Tajik poetry. The more distant past, like the near past of one’s youth, is
domesticated and remolded for various reasons, among which are an
awareness of personal and corporate identity, and a sense of continuity.

We cannot avoid altering the past, and as the past recedes from us more
and more, we alter it more radically. “Modern perspectives are bound to
interpret all relics and recollections,” says Lowenthal, and “as with memory,
we interpret relics and records to make them more comprehensible, to justify
present attitudes, and to underscore changes of faith.”!? Not all alterations are
deliberate, to be sure: after a certain point we cannot be aware of our own
biases and we fail to recognize not only why we are altering the past but that
we are doing it at all.

Tajik poetry in the Soviet period has never been without an awareness of
the past, and that past, however it is constructed, interpenetrates with the
present, and each shapes the other. How any culture’s past is conceived of
depends, in part, on the rapidity and extent of present social change, the needs
of the present generation, and the unique features of that past. The linguistic,
literary and intellectual history of the Tajiks imposes a special set of problems
on their present, and that history must be assimilated and transformed to suit
their present purpose. The effort to rationalize the sense of time by coming to
terms with the past is another element in the search for Self, and a powerful
force for developing a sense of nationality.

The critics writing in the mid-1970s sensed the importance of this
question, and recognized that the younger generation of poets was using a new
set of lenses through which to view their past. Part of the anxiety that this
raised could have been due to the realization that while interpreting the pastin
the light of the present, a whole generation was setting its course for the future.
One sign of this new course can be seen in the attitude of Zulfiya Atoulloeva
toward what might be called the question of feminism. In three poems she
expresses three quite different views of herself as a woman. It is not clear to
what extent her views are shared by other Tajik women, but it does seem as if
she is wrestling with some of the problems that women outside the Soviet
Union have been concerned with for some time.

In a poem entitled “Dukhtari Tojik,” she identifies herself with Tajik
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the mountains made them the tough and generous people that they are.10

The theme of the individual being the product of his or her vatan, not only
coming from it but fundamentally shaped by it, can be found again in Nori
Alimuhammadova’s “Surudi Kuhsor,” where the mountains of Tajikistan
instruct her, as would an enlightened sage (piri nuroni), not to be self-centered
and conceited. Here the tension between a search for her Self and the dangers
of such a search is evident.!!

Another way of searching for the significance of place is expressed by
Gulrukhsor Safieva in her poem ”Vatanam”:12
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No longer is the vatan described in idealized terms as a sunny and smiling
land. Now, with echoes of classical imagery, the speaker finds her vatan even
in the harshness of thorns and rocks.
Zulfiya Atoulloeva, in her recent poem ”Vatan,” wants to see every

handbreadth (vajab) of her homeland, and submits herself to its needs
wholeheartedly.!3
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Here the meaning has not shaded off entirely to simple patriotism: it is an
active identification with her homeland that makes her what she is and will
always be.

The search for the vatan is often expressed as part of a larger search for a
common heritage and destiny. In Fayzullo’s “Manzarai Istaravshan”, the
speaker finds his identity linked to a place and its traditions. The people of
Istaravshan fought Alexander the Great and Genghis Khan, and overcame the
Sogdians. The city, once a ruin, is now flourishing, and its people hold a secret
treasure in their hearts.!

As pointed out by the critic Foteh Abdullo, there has been a shift over the
past twenty years from writing descriptive poetry to writing analytical poetry,
the latter being more in accord with the classical tradition.!s This change can
be seen clearly in the above examples where the homeland or native place,
Tajikistan itself or one of its villages, figures as a prominent element in the
search for Self that the présent generation of poets is conducting. The shaping
of an individual identity is determined, in part, by the nature of the vatan itself.
The special qualities of a place and locality enter directly into the constitution
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personification. The search for Self moves in more than these three directions,
to be sure, but it is in these that the sense of national consciousness in focused.
In the poetry written before the early 1960s, there were frequent poems
about the vatan, and almost all of them referred to Tajikistan. Occasionally
the vatan meant the Soviet Union, but these cases were uncommon and this
sense of vatan is rarely met with today. In the poems written before the early
1960s, and in those written after that by older-generation poets, Tajikistan as
vatan was merely described for the reader. Its rivers, mountains, plains, and
cotton fields were depicted in all their color and texture, but the observing
persona rarely related what he saw to himself or derived a personal or
symbolic meaning from it. Two examples from Mu'min Qanoat show this
tendency very well. His poem from 1956 entitled “"Ba Dukhtari Pakhtachin”is
an entirely descriptive and external account of a happy, singing, hard-working
young woman. The subject is local, but the vision is so general as to be non-
specific. The girl is neither a particular individual nor a representative of a
category of Tajiks, but simply an idealized, superficial vision.” Again, in his
”Subhi Kishvar,” from 1958, the speaker says:®
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These poems typify how the significance of place was understood by the
older generation of poets. The surrounding world was beginning to be viewed
in quite a different way, however, by younger poets. In Loiq Sherali’s poem of
1960 ~Zarafshon,” the speaker addresses the river:®
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Here the poet identifies himself with the river, and the riverisan mherept
part of him. In many ways he and the river are one. This can be seen again in

Fayzullo’s poem of 1970 “Zodai Kuh”. Here the speaker likens the Tajik
people to the land of Tajikistan in that both were born of the mountains, and



22 Iranshenasi, Vol. III
characteristics and showed only general or typical traits, their inner world
remaining hidden. As the focus of poems shifted inward, these changes were
greeted with some concern by critics, who feared, on the one hand, a swing
too far toward subjectivism, and on the other hand, a revival of worn-out
classicism. By and large there was general agreement, best expressed by
Abdurahmon Abdumannonov,® that the basic motivation of all these
currents, and others, was a search for the Self, something that was essentially
lacking in the poetry of the 1930s to the 1950s.

The search for the Self is most evident in the work of the younger
generation of poets, especially those too young to have experienced World
War IL It is a quest for identity, an exploration of possibilities, an attempt to
relate to the past and the future by poets conscious of their tradition, their
surroundings, and their responsibility to themselves and society. Two
examples of this general attitude can be cited from poems written a decade
apart. The beginning of the search is seen in Fayzullo’s “Dilo,” written in
1961, in which the speaker calls upon his heart to help him create a Self s
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A decade later in the same poet’s “Justujui Dil” there is reflected an attitude
which was growing widespread among the younger generation of poets:¢
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The search for self manifests itself in many forms in modern Tajik poetry,
but three of its forms in particular show clearly that a sense of national identity
is an important part of a sense of personal identity. These three forms are: 1)

an attempt to define the significance of place; 2) an attempt to rationalize the
sense of time, and 3) a rhetorical shift toward more identification and



National Consciousness and the Search for Self
in Recent Tajik Poetry

William L. Hanaway

Nothing that happens escapes completely from the grip of the past. Change as
well as persistence are molded by the past.! These propositions could stand as
the underlying theme of this article, which will deal with short lyric poems in
the Tajik language written from the middle 1950s to the 1980s, with the
major focus being on the poetry appearing from about 1970 on. Two popular
types of poems were not considered: dostons, or narrative poems, and
occasional poems, i. e., those written on patriotic occasions such as the
anniversary of the October Revolution.?

In 1975 Sadoi Sharg, the journal of the Writers’ Union of Tajikistan,
published a series of articles by prominent Tajik critics about the changes that
had come about in Tajik poetry since the middle 1950s. These changes were
felt to be profound enough to merit extended analysis and criticism. A number
of the ways in which the changes in Tajik poetry showed themselves were
detailed in an article by Foteh Abdullo.? Among these were: greater attention
to the inner life of man and to the basic problems of intellectual and spiritual
life; a wave of lyricism which strengthened the subjective aspect of poetry; an
analytical rather than descriptive perception of the past and the present which
linked periods through historical logic; deeper penetration into the national
(milli) aspects of poetry and a greater expression of the spirit of the nation
(ruhi millat), a new flourishing of the traditional forms of ruboi, dubayti, and
ghazal, and a greater desire to use both the living language and the classical
language in poetry.

Before the beginning of these changes, poets had tended to focus on the
social psychology of the individual and had paid little attention to his or her
inner world. The speakers, or personas, of poems lacked individual
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the Persian translation (by Ms. Roshan Zamiri) of an article which has
originally appeared in Polish. In this article, Ksawery Pruszynski
discussed a story of the Mongolian invasion as shared by communities as
widely seperated as the people of Krakow and Samarkand. Concluding the
major articles of this issue of Iranshenasi, all dedicated to the memory of
Parviz Natel Khanlari, is Jalal Matini’s discussion of “The Dreams of Abtin”
in which, according to Kushnameh, Jamshid gives him the successive
instructions of how to overthrow Zahhak.

There are also a few selections that demonstrate Khanlari’s significance in
various fields of Persian studies. A few pages from his diary are being
published in this issue of Iranshenasi for the first time. One of his personal
letters, and an interview that Sadr al-Din Elahi conducted with him in 1967 -
conclude this part of this commemorative issue of our journal.

Two book reviews, shorter notices on nine new books, news of Iranian
Studies and related events, A sample of our reader’s letters, and a selection of
sketches by Ardeshir Mohassess are the concluding segments of the Persian
section of the journal.

In the English section of the journal we have the abstracts of all the feature
articles in the Persian section, plus a major article, a pioneering study of
”National Consciousness and the Search for Self in Recent Tajik Poetry’” by
William L. Hanaway, Jr.. A summary of this article appears in the Persian
section of the journal.

Paul Sprachman continues to help us with the translation of materials
from Persian to English. His wholehearted cooperation with us is
instrumental in the publication of the Journal.

The next issue of Iranshenasi will contain the proceedings of the Nezami
Ganjavi conference that in cooperation with the Keyan Foundation we
organized last May in Washington, D.C. and Los Angeles.

Please do not hesitate to write to us. The primary objective of our journal
is to serve the community of Iranists at large. All comments and suggestions
that can help us reach that objective are gratefully received and considered.

Hamid Dabashi



A Note on This Issue

This issue of Iranshenasi is dedicated to the memory of Parviz Natel Khanlari
(1913-1990), the eminent Iranian scholar-humanist. Jalal Matini has
provided a comprehensive account of Khanlari’s scholarly and literary career.
A more personal statement is made by Iraj Parsinejad who was a student of
the late Khanlari. In his reminiscences, Parsinejad also reflects on Khanlari’s
opinion about Hedayat and Nima. Similar recollections are also made by
another student of Khanlari, Ms. Monir Taha. A number of leading Iranists
have joined us remembering Khanlari with topics and issues representative of
his wide range of interest. Nader Naderpour’s examination of Khanlari’s
diction highlights aspects of the modern Persian academic discourse. One of
the most significant contributions of Khanlari to classical Persian poetry is his
study of Persian prosody. Hosein Ali Mallah’s observations about Khanlari’s
appreciation of music provides a significant hmdsnght on Khanlari’s approach
to Persian prosody.

Abd al-Hosein Zarinkoub’s article traces the origin of ‘Dancing” in
different acient societies, including Iran. Mohammad Reza Shafi‘i has
examined the origins of “Laqab” and ”Algab” as two technical expressions in
Persian prosody. Mohammad Djafar Mahdjoub’s article is a discussion of the
longest account of dragon-fight in Persian literature. Asieh Asbagqi takes
Ahmad Shamlu, the noted Iranian poet, to task about his recent comments
about Cambyses, Gaumata and Darius. What follows is Saidi Sirjani’s
reminiscences about his childhood in Sirjan. A comparison of Hafez and
Amir Mo‘ezzi leads Fathollah Mojtaba’i to conclude that the celebrated
Iranian Lyricist had studied Amir Mo‘ezzi Divan closely. Through an
examination of a Ghazal of Hafez and its rendition to a Turkish Quintet
(Mokhammas), Heshmat Moayyad demonstrates the high frequency of
Persian words in eighteenth century Ottoman Turkish. Mostafa Mogarrebi’s
article is an examination of Persian verbs that end with (a)N(an).
Mahmoud Omidsalar traces the origins of the story of the stoning of the
adulterous woman in.‘Attar’s Mosibatnameh back to the canonical sources of
the prophetic traditions. In this issue of Iranshenasi, we have also provided
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