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Life, Iranian Minorities and Tribes, Examples of Good and Bad Behavior;"

(2) "The Government of Iran and the Government Officials: The Iranian

Army, the Office of Finance and Financial Corruption in the Government,

the King and His Sons, the Notables of the Qajar Government, the People

and the Government"; and (3) "Iranian Life: Past, Present, and Future."
Parts 2 and 3 will be published in the next issue.
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bad road in Iran. The tone is one of an innocent traveller to a benighted
land, and not its absolute ruler.

If the texts of the travel logs are all but bereft of any overt political
discussion, they are filled with flowery accounts of the king's near
constant preoccupation with European women. A good time was had, the
king assures us.

Iran and Iranians from the Perspective of
Yoshida, the First Japanese Ambassador
to the Qajar Court

Hashem Rajabzadeh

The history of relations between Iran and Japan is a subject that has rarely
been examined. After the modernization movement in the second half of
the nineteenth century and the start of the rule of Emperor Meiji (1867),
the Japanese gained a new self awareness and tried to find a place on the
world arena. Thirteen years after the start of the modernization move-
ment, a Japanese delegation comprised of amember of the J apanese Army
and four Japanese merchants was sent to Iran, This delegation washeaded
by Yoshida Masaharu (1852-1921), an intelligent and perceptive emis-
sary. On April 5, 1880, the delegation left Tokyo Bay on board a Japanese
ship, and after touring Mesopotamia, they came to Tehran via Bushehr,
Shiraz, and Esfahan. Afterafew monthsin the Iraniancapital and meeting
with Naser al-Din Shah, they returned early in January of 1881 via Anzali,
Baku, and Turkey.

Two books are available on this mission. One is by Yoshida, called
Journey toIran, and another, by Furukawa Senya, called Travel Memoirs
of Iran. Among the Japanese writings about Iran, Yoshida's book is
superior in every respect, a point on which Japanese scholars all agree.

In this article, which will be published in two issues of Iranshenasi,
the author writes on Yoshida's thoughts and judgement on Iranian culture
and governance. These remarks are under the following headings: (1)
"Iran and its People: Natural and Beautiful Scenery in Iran, Dangerous
Roads and Frightening Travel Stops, the Ways and Customs of Iranian
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about four to five months, the king, along with nearly all of the country's
political elite, traveled to Europe.

The king's idle curiosities his insatiable desire for frivolities, his
addiction to travel, his attempt to consolidate his own power as well as his
relationships with European countries, his greed for gold, the colonialists'
attempts to enlist the monarch's favor, hand in hand with the designs of his
reformist courtiers to "enlighten" the Shah, finally led to the king's decision
to travel to Europe. Out of a labyrinth of conflicting desires and designs
came an alleged journey of discovery.

As was his habit in nearly all his trips, Naser al-Din Shah decided to
write an account of his travels. Inthe genealogy of their form, as well as the
social morphology of their content, these travel logs are a fascinating arena
inwhichresidual and emergent political cultures cohabit and contradict one
another. The tensions and pretensions of the text are a metaphor for the
historical dilemma of Modernity in Iran.

In a sense, every political discourse is ultimately also an attempt to "dis-
course" alternative claims (or structures) of power. Naser al-Din Shah's
narrative is no exception. The "political unconscious” of his texts betrays
a desire to domesticate those aspects of Modernity amenable to the needs of
his despotic rule and subvert those he finds dangerous.

The privileged position of writing over orality is itself a sign of
Modernity. But the texts the Shah authored are only in a formal sense a
replica of Modernity's privileged attitude toward writing. For the Shah the
act of writing was more royal theater than a simple individual discursive
practice.

The texts of the travel logs also indicate the king's peculiar notion of the
implied mimetic principle of travel writing as a genre. He wrote not of facts
but what he decreed to be "facts" and at the same time seemed to expect the
reader to never question the "facticity” of his fiction.

The creeping hegemony of a colonial culture, demeaning to the "native"
Iranians and ebulliently aggrandizing of the European colonists, is political
discours. On the other hand, Moderrity's "panoptic" regime of constant
Surveillance duly impresses the monarch and leads to his attempt to
implement it in Iran.

Ironically, while the Shah insists on preserving for himself the privi-
leged monopoly of politics, he accepts no responsibility for the conse-
quences of his past political decisions. With no sense of remorse or
responsibility, he writes of emaciated hungry faces, derelict buildings and
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“theosophie transcendentale,” and the like, used by Corbin and others to
characterize a whole range of Arabic and Persian texts are misleading.
Firstly; for example, to employ the term *“theosophy” to name and describe
-texts composed by Sohrawardi and Shirazi on the one hand, as well as texts
by Ibn ‘Arabi and authors in the Shaykhi movement, on the other, is
philosophically inaccurate. Secondly, the use of the term “theosophy” to
name systems such as the Philosophy of Illumination and Metaphysical
Philosophy—intended by their founders to be comprehensive, consistent
* philosophical systems, one of whose stipulated aims (among others) is to
address the issue of logical gaps in Aristotelian scientific method—will
mislead western philosophers to think that they are non-philosophical works
similar to “theosophy” associated with the writings of Swendenborg and
Rudolf Steiner.

The author concludes that there is need for revision in our current state
of scholarship on post Avicennan Islamic philosophy. A task that can
commence as more Arabic and Persian philosophical and logical texts are
published, and as an increasing number of scholars will be encouraged to
examine the philosophical component of this area of Islamic thought, and
present results of their research in a technical frame away from the prior
emphasis on its presumed spiritual value. Certain trends, moreover, in post
analytic philosophy in the West have opened the way for the re-examination
of living traditions in Islamic philosophy beyond the confines of a purely
Logicist interpretation and rejection of propositions in the field of
metaphysics. Research in this regard will help revisc the misrepresentation
of post Avicennan Islamic philosophy as a kind of spiritual theosophy. The
strength and weaknessces of its technical constructions may only then be
evaluated.

Naser al-Din Shah in Europe*
Abbas Milani

Naser al-Din shih ruled Iran for nearly half a century. Iran's first serious
encounters with Modernity began under his rule. His coterie of courtiers
included both reformist zealots and incorrigible despots.

On three occasions, first in 1873, then in 1878 and 1889, each time for

* Abstract translated by the author.
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for its properly analytic approach in discussing the philosophical language,
intention, and novel synthesis of Sadr al-Din Shirdzi’s magnum opus,
commonly referred to as Asfar-¢ ‘Arba‘eh, whose composition in the 17th
c. A.D. marks a major achievement in systematic Islamic philosophy. The
author argues that in view of the plethora of polemic works on post
Avicennan Islamic philosophy—here characterized by a descriptive style
identified as “praise and justification”— Had’eri's essay will help introduce
historians to the systematic and philosophical component of this area in
Islamic philosophy.

The two main systems in post Avicennan philosophy in Islam,
Sohrawardi’s Philosophy of Illumination and Sadr al-Din Shirazi’s
Metaphysical Philosophy, have been misrepresented, the author argues, in
part due (o a number of works—notably by Henry Corbin and his
followers—that tend to ever emphasize the csoteric, non-philosophical
components associated with limited selections of the Arabic and Persian
texts of the two systems. The limitations imposed by these works are
mostly due to neglect 1o examine topics discussed in logic and physics.
Thus, for example, both the logical and the psychological foundations of
Sohrawardi's, and following him, Shirdzi’s unified theory of knowledge
(incorporating theorics of external sight and intcllectual vision, and the
epistemology of knowledge by presence) have been not been discussed. For
example, problems such as, in logic the critique of horos and horismos, as
well as the universal affirmative, “A,” proposition. ctc., and in physics
problems rclating to modes of cognition and the Active Intellects, ctc.,
traditionally discussed in Physics: De Anima are ignored. Thus, the author
further argues, contcmporary western philosophers have turned away from
analyzing systcms in post Avicennan Islamic philosophy having been led to
believe that they arc confined to texts in descriptive mysticism. On the other
hand, the author points out that in addition to the indicated essay, Ha’eri's
recent book, The Principles of Epistemology in Islamic Philosophy:
Knowledge by Presence (SUNY, 1992), is a properly analytic,
comprehensive study meaningful to the contemporary western philosopher,
and thus a significant step in demonstrating the systematic and technical side
of the mentioned systems.

Finally, the article aims to show that terms such as “sagesse orientale,”
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the command of fate and kills Esfandiar.

However, in ‘Agl-e Sorkh, Sohrawardi has completely changed this
story and taken it out of the framework of the Shahnameh. The writer then
challenges Henri Corbin's reading of Sohrawardi's interpretation, as he
believes, "The one who benefitted from the support of Simorgh is neither
Zal nor Rostam, but Esfandiar, whose life ends after a heroic battle. But
Esfandiar's destruction is in appearance. In mystical terms, he has been
freed from life in this world to join the spiritus mundi... In fact, the one who
is annihilated is Rostam." ‘

In the opinion of the author, Sohrawardi's work may be summed up as
a culmination of the discourse which Ferdowsi started, in other words, a
political thesis which attempts to theorize an essentially Sufic-religious
discourse that sees human freedom and salvation in freedom from the
preoccupations of this world. It is a discourse that considers the rule of
Bayazid as supreme..., "[which] when it is lit by the light of Truth and gains
strength from it, becomes a constituent of the Party of God."

The author then makes a brief reference to Samad Behrangi's story of
The Little Black Fish who wanted to find the "end of the stream." He sets
out by himself on this journey but is never heard from again. The author
states that even though The Little Black Fish is written for children, it is an
exemplum for adults. This children's story is a reconstruction of "Ghorbat
al-Gharbiyyeh," by Sohrawardi. It appears, therefore, that Sohrawardi is
much more our contemporary than we think, even though he was killed in
587 A.H. The "Party of God" which Sohrawardi mentions governs us today
as "Hezbollah." Good or bad, future generations will judge.

Explaining the Philosophical Meaning of
Sadr al-Din Shirazi's “Metaphysical Philosophy,”
Hikmat-e Mota‘aliyeh*

Hossein Ziai

The recently published essay, “An Introduction to Asfar,” in Iranshenasi
(Vol. 1V, No. 4) by the eminent contemporary Iranian philosopher Mehdi
Ha’eri Yazdi is the point of departure of this article. The essay is singled out

* Abstract translated by the author.
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Shahrivar 1369 [23 August 1990]), we present another section of these
memoirs. In this section, Khanlari writes: "When I was in prison, a state-
controlled, newspaper published a list of prominent people during the rule
of the "Tyrant," entitled "Plunderers of the National Wealth," and my name
was included in this list. I wrote these few pages in order for myself and
others to know how much of the national wealth I plundered. Inthis section,
he writes explicitly: "My life began in poverty and destitution. Ilived in
need in my childhood and youth, and now in my old age, when there is no
opportunity to change my fate. I still live in poverty."

On Sohrawardi's Interpretation
of the Battle of Esfandiar and Rostam

Bagher Parham

Researchers have offered various opinions about the Shahnameh but have
rarely investigated the general unity and coherence of this masterpiece from
atheoretical perspective and as a discourse beyond its significance as a work
of fiction and poetry.

The writer of the article believes that Ferdowsi's purpose in composing
the Shahnameh was to compile a series of guidelines for statecraft. It can
be said that Ferdowsi grafted mythology to history in order to show the
inexerable degradation of kingship.

One of the most important stories in the Shahnameh concerning
kingship and its requirements is the story of Rostam and Esfandiar. In this
story, we see the beginnings of the degradation of kingship, and we see that
when religion abandons its role and becomes a model for government, it
tends to overlook competent statesmanship and degenerates into absolute
power ortyranny. Ferdowsi shows how ignoring reality and resorting to the
parabolic absolutes which here appear in the form of imagined precepts of
theocracy leads to great disaster.

In order to illustrate this point, the author first refers to the major points
of the story as told in the Shahnameh and then compares them to the
common interpretations, including Sohrawardi's.

To this end, the writer first describes the characteristics of Goshtasb,
Esfandiar, and Rostam. He concludes that, aware that shedding Esfandiar's
blood would have dire consequences for his good name, Rostam submits to
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In the first part of his article, the author points out that in the societies
where freedom of speech s limited, literature has a tendency to carry at least
partof the responsibilities of journalism and how this tendency, most of the
time, results in the direct association of literature and politics. He then
argues that the reader who, because of this "tradition" has been conditioned
tolook for a particular message ina given work, probably fails to appreciate
other aspects of the work which define its function other than in a socio-
political context. According to Khorrami, Sadeq Chubak's Tangsir is
without a doubt one of the literary casualties of this biased approach and so
he tries to offer a new reading of this novel. ‘

In the main part of the article, the author, by using Joseph Campbell's
famous book, The Hero with a Thousand Faces, first outlines the general
pattern of the adventures of the mythological and legendary heros. He then
tries to show that the hero of Tangsir follows a similar pattern. Ziyer
Mohammad, a worker from Tangestan, who has fallen victim to a
deception, in responding to an inner call to recover his lost pride, enters a
world where in each corner a battle awaits him. Each event has a symbolic
function and by using the Jungian theory of Individuation, the author
demonstrates how each battle corresponds to one of the stages of the
psychological evolution of Zayer Mohammad. After defining this process
as a mythological reading of this novel, he emphasizes that this is only one
of the many possible directions that readers can choose in their reading of
Tangsir. He finishes by concluding that the possibility of different readings
is maybe the explanation of why readers with different interests and
different backgrounds find it easier to relate to Chubak's narration of
Tangsir, than to any other version of this true story.

From the Memoirs of Parviz Natel Khanlari

Parviz Natel Khanlari (1913-1990), Professor of the University of Tehran,
President of the Iranian Academy of Literature and Arts and director of the
Iranian Cultural Foundation (Bonyad-e F arhang-e Iran), was incarcerated
after the Islamic revolution in Iran. Upon his release from prison, he began
writing his memoirs, which have not been published to date. We are in
possessionodseveral sections of these unpublished memoirs. Inlranshenasi
3,n0.2 (Summer 1991), a portion of these memoirs about the poet laureate,
Bahar, were publishd.

Here, on the occasion of the third anniversary of Khanlari's death (1st
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tension and a cathartic sense of closure in the resolution of that tension.

In this novel, Chubak's strategy is to create a coherent fictional whole
by a subtle arrangement of ostensibly unrelated impressions that various
characters have formed of the external realities of their existence. Chubak
integrates these impressions into a tapestry of patterns which the audience
can recognize as plausible and universal, hence identifying with the
emotional state of individual characters.

The main thrust of the article, however, is to extrapolate from the text
an evidence of the author's underlying philosophy. It may be argued that by
the use of the interior monologue as the medium, the novel becomes a
statement of the author's solipsistic leanings and an expression of a view of
the self as the total representation of existence. Since Chubak endows the
characters in The Patient Stone with no embodiment outside of their own
experiential self, and they exist solely within an awareness of themselves,
he promotes the notion that any claim concerning the existence of anything
isanchored in experience and cannot possibly transcendit. Since experience
is a dimension of the self, existence is therefore limited to it and cannot
exceed its periphery.

This is not to say that The Patient Stone is an epistemological disqui-
sition organized and executed to further a certain philosophical viewpoint.
On the contrary, the novel displays literary elements which infuse the novel
with itsintrinsic value as awork of art. The emergence of The Patient Stone
as an illustrative treatise on solipsism is incidental and subordinate to the
artistic objectives of the novel.

The Mythological Narration of Tangsir+
Mohammad M. Khorrami

The main focus of this article is to show how Sadeq Chubak's famous novel
Tangsir is not just the simple narration of the adventures of a hero's life.
According to the article, this novel is an attempt to create a mythological
identity for a simple hero, an identity which surpasses the limited frame-
work of concrete socio-political ideas and relates to the reader through his
or her unconscious. Moreover, the author points out that Chubak, by
elevating a simple story to the level of myth, in fact relieves the narration
of the yoke of time.
* Abstract translated by the author.
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about his own work, contemporaries and critics. Those acquainted with
Chubak know that he never grants interviews. We are, therefor, most
grateful to Sadeq Chubak for sharing his views with us.

We hope this section of the journal which has been devoted to contem-

porary Persian literature will be of benefit to researchers; students, and those
interested in Iranian fiction.

A Few Portraits of Women
in the Fiction of Sadeq Chubak

M.R. Ghanoonparvar

With an overview of a number of Chubak's short stories and novels, this
essay traces the development of female characters in his work and examines
the portrayal of Iranian women and their role and status in the work of this
writer. A particular feature of Chubak's work is his attention to the
oppressed and the downtrodden, among them women as victims of a male
dominated society. Many of the women in Chubak's work reappear in
different guises and social circumstances in more than one story and are
ultimately utilized by the author to assume their final and symbolic forms
inhis novel The Patient Stone. In his creation of female characters, Chubak
challenges the traditional male notions about women. The essay pays
particular attention to Chubak's depiction of such issues as the societal
victimization of women and women's sexuality, which are re current themes
in his fiction.

The Patient Stone .
and Sadeq Chuback's Solipsistic View of the Self

Faridoun Farrokh

Part of the fascination of The Patient Stone for generations of readers is
Sadeq Chubak's experimentation with the interior monologue as the orga-
nizing principlein this fictional narrative. Much to his credit, Chubak scores
a resounding success in imposing an intricate plot on the stream of his
characters' consciousness in a way that the story is endowed both with

* Abstract translated by the author.
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Editor's Note

Last October, at the annual meeting of the Middle East Studies Association
of North America (MESA) in Portland, Oregon, a panel chaired by M. A.

Jazayery, of The University of Texas at Austin, was devoted to "Sadeq
Chubak and the Art of Persian Fiction." Nasrin Rahimieh from the
University of Alberta was discussant. Four papers were presented about the
work of Sideq Chubak in this panel, and upon my request, after consulting
with M. R. Ghanoonparvar, the contributors to the panel agreed to prepare
a Persian version of their essays for publication in [ranshenasi. The journal
received three articles to be published in the summer issue. Iwas aware that
Sadroddin Elahi had conducted a number of interviews in 1967 with Parviz
Natel Khanlari about a number of contemporary poets and writers. After the
publication of the second inierview concerning Bozorg Alavi, the Iranian
security agency prevented the publication of the rest of the interviews in this
series. I asked Elahi to send us Khanlari's comments on Chubak. In 1946,
at the First Congress of Iranian Writers, Khanlari had once spoken about
Sadeq Chubak and his significance as a writer of fiction and again after the
passage of 20 years he reiterated his views in the interview with Elahi. We
then made an effort to collect the opinions of a number of critics about Sadeq
Chubak to present in the journal. Another important task that was
accomplished in this connection, and for whichTam absolutely indebted to
Elahi, is that having known Sadeq Chubak for a long time, he had some
conversations (and not interviews) with Chubak to hear the writer's opinion

* All translations, unless otherwise stated, are by M.R. Ghanoonparvar.
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and painting in the Persian cultural context that constitutes the bulk
of the actual artistic evidence in this book.

On a more technical level, one could also argue with some of
professor Burgel's methods of interpreting the structural devices
underlying, for example, a given painting. Formal means of compo-
sition such as the symmetrical organization of figures, and elements
of architecture and landscape, or the directional gazes of the de-
picted personages in Persian painting are discussed in terms of a
magic spell pervading the represented reality. Thus, for instance,
theinvisible lines created by the direction of the gazesbecome magic
rays that endow the painting with the "licit magic" of the pictorial
arts. Ascription of such qualities to a limited selection of paintings
ignores the richly varied output of Persian painting and is, more-
over, neither supported by the textual sources nor sustainable by the
internal criteria of visual evidence or the prevalent modes of repre-
sentation.

Theseminor problems of interpretation aside, ProfessorBurgel’s
The Feather of Simurgh: The "Licit Magic" of the Arts in Medieval Islam
is a most lucid rendition of a very difficult and elusive subject.

Institute of Fine Arts
New York University
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argues that the correspondences drawn between the licit magic of
the occult sciences and the arts enabled the artists to practice their
crafts as a form of religiously sanctioned magic as well.

These theoretical correspondences are tested in the next four
chapters. The magic of poetry wasits ability to transmute the visible
world into the mirror of the invisible using such devices as compari-
son, metaphor, hyperbole, and, above all, structural harmonies that
resembled the procedures of the sorcerer. Music's psychic powers
emanated from its being an echo of the celestial music effecting the
soul in ways varying from therapeutic to mystical ecstasy, from
hypnoticto simple entertainment. The mightiness of painting relied
not only on its psychotherapeutic effects similar to poetry and
music, but also on its ability to cast a spell over the spectator.
Moreover, its real meaning, as Burgel brilliantly observes but does
not explore, was perhaps in the symbolic search for "the reality that
lies beyond the image."

Professor Biirgel's erudite interpretation of the arts in the
Islamic world as a form of white magic is indeed one of the most
coherent and fascinating theories on the astonishing success and
productivity of the creative artists in medieval Islam despite the
theological obstacles. Inthe struggletosecurelegitimacy for thearts,
the mystical branch of Islam played the greatest role. The notion of
the Sufi-magician as the perfect man encompassed the poet, the
musician, and the painter alike. For this interpretation, Biirgel
draws extensively on both Arab and Persian authors from among
whose circle Nezami, not surprisingly, emerges as something of a
spokesman.

A troubling aspect of the book, however, resides in the use of
sources and measures credited with the theoretical defense of the
arts without regard for the linguistic, philosophical, or cultural
context within which the exponents and practitioners operated.
Persian tradition and mysticism contributed to the sustained efflo-
rescence of poetry and painting where in the Arab world these arts
stagnated or disappeared. Yet, the theory of thelicit magic of thearts
is forged under the general rubric of Islamic art and even alluded to
as the "magical Arabic spirit." This leaves the reader with the
unresolved question of how to reconcile the early Arabic texts with
the flourishing of mystical Islam and its offshoots in poetry, music,
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Birds,and on Shehaboddin as-Sohrawardi's mysticism, Burgel dem-
onstrates how the image of the mythical bird Simorgh was endowed
with the qualities of the Divine and its feather interpreted as the
symbol of the earthly reflection of God's beauty. Both Persian
mystics link the imagery of Simorgh's feather to the arts of poetry,
music, and painting, implying the divine origin of these terrestrial
manifestations of beauty. Hence, also, the title of this book.

This "mightiness” of the artist is the essential point of conflict
with the Almightiness of God. In order to circumvent or counteract
the prohibitive attitude of the orthodox party, theorists and artists
hadto present "their mightiness as notbeing opposed to, but derived
from, the Almightiness of God, not being a challenge for but a
legitimate participation in God's Almightiness."

In six chapters, the author elucidates this "interrelation be-
tween magicand the arts in medieval Islam." Chapter One discusses
the place of the arts in Islam and develops some of the book's central
theoretical premises. A brief outline of the Koranic and Hadith
sources regarding the arts is followed by an explanation of the role
of mysticism in modifying the orthodox outlook. Two theories in
mystical Islam were particularly propitious for the flourishing of the
arts. One concerns the idea that the phenomena of creation emanate
from God. Being the reflections of God's beauty, they are perceived
by thehuman heart asa mirror. The otheris the concept of the perfect
man who is fashioned by an act of Divine imagination and capable,
through the mystic path, of "imagining, and thereby creating, the
Creator." The artist, if presented as this mystical perfect man whose
imagination reflects or contemplates God's creation, can legiti-
mately perform his magical act of artistic creation. Here too, are set
forth the means by which the poet and the artist invest the arts with
that magical aura that can transform matter and open awindow onto
the world of spiritual transcendence, of mysticism and ecstasy.
"Patterns of harmony and symmetry, of mirrorlike [sic] repetitions
of motifs in chains or clusters or arabesques" are interpreted as the
aesthetic formulae employed by the artists in their imitation of the
divinely created phenomena.

Chapter Two considers the role of the occult sciences in defining
that perfect man and the means through which he could penetrate
or illuminate the order of the divinely created universe. Biirgel
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Johann Christoph Burgel, The Feather of Simurgh: The "Licit
Magic" of the Arts in Medieval Islam. Hagop Kevorkian Series on Near
Eastern Art and Civilization (New York and London: New York
University Press, 1988).xii+207 pp., 24 blackand whiteillustrations.,
bibliography, index.

Reviewed by Sussan Babaie

The perennial fascination with the dichotomy in the Islamic
world between the rich artistic output and the restrictive religious
attitude towardsartisticcreativity has produced in Professor Biirgel's
new book a masterful attempt to understand this aspect of Islamic
culture. The eminent German scholar of Islamic literature and
Sufism and the head of the Islamic Department at Bern University,
Professor Biirgel weaves together an impressive array of Arabicand
_ Persian textual evidence to show how poets and artists in the
medieval Islamic world tried to legitimize their creative endeavor
within the framework of religiously sanctioned magic.

The principal obstacle for the artists, according to Biirgel, was
the theological understanding of their creative powers asnuminous
and thus incompatible with the concept of the Almightiness of God.
The capacity in poetry to transmute reality, in music to alter states of
mind or emotions, and in painting to be used in sorcery, to enthrall
"a man's feelings for the person depicted,” to create fixed ideas or
dissolve them; these were perceived as the magic powers of the arts.
Drawing on Fariddodin ‘Attar's mystical poem The Language of the
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