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Fredrick Jameson, The Political Unconscious, (London, 1983).
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sacrificial deity who was either the mate or son of the goddess of love.
The goddess of love was associated with water and with the sacrificial or
vegetative deity. Apparently, the idea that the blood of a hero is
transformed into a flower or other plant goes back to the ancient
matriarchal agricultural societies.

Ulugh-Beg and his Religious Inclinations

Amir Teymour Rafii

Mirza Mohammad Turaghai, known as Ulugh Beg (1394-1449), the
oldest son of Shahrokh, was born during Timur’s five-year siege of
Soltaniyeh. Timur took a keen interest in the child and entrusted his
education to one of his wives, Sara-ye Malek. Ulugh Beg’s father gave
him the governorship of some towns in Khurasan when he was only 13.
Shahrokh later made him vice-regent of Samarqand and then returned to
Herat. During his reign in Samarqand, Ulugh Beg prevented the
Mongols and Uzbeks from forming an alliance against the Timurids.
After Shahrokh’s death in 1447, Ulugh Beg, who considered himself his
father’s rightful heir, went to Herat and subdued pretenders to the
throne, entering the city in triumph. He wrote victory proclamations in
the name of his youngest son, not in the name of Abd al-Latif. In any
case, Abd al-Latif nurtured a hatred for his father and eventually killed
him. :

Ulugh Beg spent forty years of his 55-year life in a governorship of
Transoxiana that was the legacy of Timur. Timur’s legacy became a
paradigm for the expansion of Ulugh Beg’s scientific and cultural
activities. Since he was more of an astronomer and mathematician than
a governor, he spent more time on scholarship than governing. Under his
rule, Samarqgand became established as a center for writers, divines,
ascetics, and theologians. He had a Sufi monastery built in the middle of
the city and a seminary in Bukhara. With the cooperation of several
renowned scientists, he built an observatory in Samarqand. Like his
father, he was not a zealot in matters of religion and at his gatherings
people drank and listened to music. This aroused the dissatisfaction of
the devout. In addition, disputes among the various Sufi orders and
between Sunnis and Shi'is created problems for him. This dissatisfaction
eventually caused him to lose support during the war he fought with his
son in 1449, and led to his death.
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Benjamin Whorf believed that thought is influenced by language and
language, in turn, is influenced by the environment, which includes the
culture. Based on his observation of American Indian languages and
Western languages, he proposed two hypotheses: linguistic determinism
and linguistic relativity. The first hypothesis means that the structure of
language determines the higher level of thought processes. The language
determines thought. The second hypothesis means that language affects
the person's perception of the world. Therefore, according to Whorf,
language determines both the person's perception of the world and
his/her thought about it.

Attributing the failure of the political movements and lack of
significant works in literature and philosophy in the past 200 years in
Iran to the shortcomings and inadequacies of the Persian language is
debatable. It is suggested that the shortcomings and inadequacies in the
language are the effects (not the cause) of the socio-political and cultural
factors that prevailed during the period.

Miraculous Drops of Blood: Traces of the
Vegetative God Myth in Iranian Folktales

Mehran Afshari

One of the motifs often found in Persian folktales is the
transformation of the blood of a hero into a flower, tree, or bush. For
example, the Shahnameh relates that the Turanians did not want the
Iranian prince Siavosh’s blood to spill on the ground lest it engender a
plant. The article summarizes several such tales. Of course, the plant-
producing hero is not always an innocent; there are times when a slain
tyrant’s blood is also fertile. Wé also see.in the tales of Sufi saints and
in Sufi lore that the blood of a slain ascetic (Shebli, Hallaj) can spell out
the world Allah on the ground. The author thinks that the origins of this
type of folktale go back millennia to the first agricultural societies. The
early farmers, seeing that drops of rain produced shoots, became
entranced by the vegetative power of rain and therefore created myths
around it. They imagined that if it did not rain, or if rain were delayed,
plants would grow if they poured the blood of a sacrifice on the ground.
It is theorized that the first agricultural societies were matriarchal. The
heads of these societies were the physical embodiments of the goddess
of love or of fertility. Another god was the vegetative, or fertility, or
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The Relationship of Language and Thinking;
From a Psychological Viewpoint"

Ebrahim Fakouri

The relationship of language and thinking has long been a topic of
discussion by philosophers. Rene Descartes’ well-known statement “I
think, therefore I am," is an indication that he considered thinking as
proof of his being.

In a recent article in lranshenasi (Summer 2002), after a discussion
of the relationship between language and thought, the author attributed
the following two consequences to the shortcomings of the Persian
language: (a) The political movements in the past century in Iran ended
in failure, and (b) there was no significant writing in literature and
philosophy during this period in Iran compared to the classic works
produced during the same period in the West.

In the present article, the relationship between language and thought
is briefly discussed from the psychological viewpoint. For this purpose,
the theoretical perspectives of Piaget, Vygotsky, and Whorf were
chosen.

Jean Piaget believed that the course of cognitive development
followed four stages from infancy through adolescence. The differences
between these stages are qualitative, not quantitative. During infancy
(the first eighteen months) which Piaget called the sensorimotor stage,
the child does not yet have language, but his/her thinking can be inferred
from his/her sensory-motor activities. During this stage, the child can
have thought without having language.

Vygotsky believed that during infancy language and thought have
separate roots. The root of language, which consists of crying, is
emotion. After the second year of life, language and thought interact and
the child discovers symbolic function of language. Thoughts become
verbal and speech becomes rational. Children become curious about
their environment and their vocabulary increases. During this period, the
child's social speech will be separated from his/her private speech.
Private speech becomes shorter and internalized and is referred to as
inner speech. This speech is very important in the organization of
thoughts.

* Abstract prepared by the author.
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Mustafa II (1695-1703), during whose reign the era of classical Ottoman
poetry ended. At that point, thereisa gradual decrease in the Persian
influence and a corresponding nationalist interest in the Turkish element
in the literature. The art of the ode reached perfection during the final
stages of the classical period. Nef’i’s contribution to this evolution,
according to connoisseurs of Ottoman literature, was the greatest. In any
case, he is considered one of the four poets of the traditional school of
Ottoman poetry. He was the most skilled Ottoman panegyrist, reviler,
and satirist, ridiculing the major figures of his time. In his work Seham-e
Qaza (The Arrow of Fate), not one of his official or literary
contemporaries remained immune to his insults. This talent for
defamation eventually led to Nefi’s imprisonment and drowning by
order of the influential Vizier Beyram Pasha, who had been one of his
victims. The Sultin and the clergy approved of this punishment. Nef’i’s
collected works were published in 1853 in a volume of 205 pages, but it
contains neither his invectives nor The Arrow of Fate. ,

The Children and Grandchildren
of Yazdgird Il in China’

Touraj Daryaee

The following article discusses the history of the family of Sasan after
the death of the last Sasanian ruler, Yazdgird Il (r. 632-51 AD). Based
on the recent works of Sinologists, it appears that Yazdgird III, before
his death in 651 AD, had sent an embassy to China that included his sons
and daughters. In 658 Peroz, a son of Yazdgird, with the aid of the
Chinese, was able to reestablish Sasanian rule in Sistan, with its capital
at Zarang. A headless statue of Peroz remains in China, which suggests
he had been appointed as a military man. After Peroz, his son Narse
fought the Arab Muslims until 708/709 AD. The other son of Yazdgird
I, Wahram, was also active in China, and even his son Khosrow
repeatedly attempted to retake the Sasanian territory until 730 AD.
' Lastly, based on the documents studied by A. Forte, it appears that
Yazdgird III sent envoys to China to establish Christian churches rather
than Zoroastrian temples, as it had been previously thought.

* Abstract prepared by the author.
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him along with everyone else who had held any position of any
importance, regardless of who they were and what they had done.

One Account in Five Works

Djalal Khalegi Motlagh

After Shiruyeh, with the help of a group of Iranians, revolted against his
father Khosrow Parviz and imprisoned him, Khosrow Parviz answered
his son’s accusations in a speech about Iran and Iranians. In Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh this is one of the most interesting examples of Iranophilia.
Khalegi-Motlagh originally thought that the speech was invented by
Ferdowsi, but later he noticed that it was found in the poet’s sources and
in several other-works. The question of Ferdowsi’s fidelity to his sources
was settled in Noeldeke’s time and before. However, whether the poet
nurtured his source materials, embellishing them verbally, or whether he
followed them verbatim (practically an impossibility) are also subject to -
discussion among researchers. Since the Shahnameh of Abu Mansuri is
not available, one cannot always be certain about where the poet
embellished and generally how much latitude he gave himself. Khalegi-
Motlagh has compared Khosrow Parviz’s speech in the Shahnameh with
what is found in Tha’alibi’s Ghorar al-Siyar, Dinavari’s Akhbar al-
Tiwal, Nehayat al-Arab, and Tabari’s History. Some accounts are less
detailed than Shahnameh, while others are more so. The author
concludes that it is highly likely that the sources were an Arabic
translation, such as the Syiar al-Moluk of Ebn Mogaffa', and a Persian
translation, the Shahndmeh of Abu Mansuri. He also found that while
Ferdowsi was a faithful transmitter of the tale, he was not a literal one.

The Persian Poetry of the Ottoman Period: Nefi

Heshmat Moayyad

According to H. A. R. Gibb, the Persian influence on Ottoman poetry
reached its zenith during the time of Nefi (1572-1634). Poets of this
time fall into two categories as far as their approach to the use of Persian
is concerned. One group, followers of Yahya Efendi, made the freeing
Ottoman poetry from its Persian shackles their goal. The other group
followed the two poets Nef’i and Nabi, who maximized the amount of
Persian in their poetry. The rhetorical warfare between the two groups
lasted sixty years, from the time of Sultan Murad IV (1623-40) to
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of the historical sociology of Iran. It refers precisely to the short-term
nature of virtually everything social as well as individual, be it
possessions, power, careers, or other things. The unpredictability and
discontinuity, the suddenness with which things could take a turn for the
best as well as the worst was at least one very important reason why
many people in positions of responsibility did not take their work as
seriously as they should, trying to amass as much of a fortune as possible
in the shortest possible time, while at the same time trying to use their
positions merely as stepping stones, as further steps on the unending
ladder to reach higher elevations and avoid slipping and falling back to
the bottom.

To be adedicated public servant in such circumstances would take a
great deal of self-sacrifice, and this is what distinguished people like
Mojtahedi from many others who were in public life in his time. He was
no saint, of course, the kind of person who would shun all power and
glory for the sake of abstract and lofty ideals. He did enjoy the power
and prestige associated with being head of the College and of the couple
of universities that he ran for short periods of time and from which he
was fired in the usual manner when it no longer suited the founts of
power to keep him there. Indeed, reading his interview with the Harvard
Oral History Project, one can see the strong sense of bitterness that his
sudden dismissal from the headship of Aryamehr University had left in
him.

The main reason why he was not very successful as a university
president was that he tried to run the universities along the same lines as
the College. Even in running the College, he could at times be
unnecessarily authoritarian, occasionally to the point of trying to force
unreasonable decisions on teachers and students alike. This led to minor
or major frictions between him and his students and teachers. The
spectacle of him watching the large examination hall with binoculars
from a high position and shouting from time to time that someone sitting
in one corner or the other should turn his chair an inch to the right or left
was more indicative of a silly obsession than the requirements of
dedication to his vocation.

Yet, he did look upon his work more as a vocation or calling than a
normal profession, as a way of life rather than just a career. This was the
reason for the respect in which he was held even by those students and
teachers who were weary of his eccentric antics, especially since he
lived and worked in a pick-axe society. That was the reason why he was
never fired from the College, although in the end the revolution axed
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his refusal to heed the people’s demand for democracy was the
revolution. Again, 1975 was in this respect a crucial year. The Shah had
begun to worry about the question of the transition of power to his son.
A couple of years earlier he had asked Mehdi Sami’i, who was one of
the country’s most respected political figures, with a sterling reputation
for honesty, financial probity, and an aversion to sycophancy, to create a
new, viable, serious political party. As Sami’i was in the last stages of
preparation, there was a sudden surge in the price of oil and the Shah,
emboldened by his newfound wealth, scrapped the idea of an
independent party by honest politicians. Instead, he opted to turn Iran,
contrary to the letter of the constitution, into a one-party system. The
price was the revolution, and the five published volumes .of Alam’s
Daily Journal are a memorable, albeit tragic, reminder of the pathos and
pathology of the king’s Shakespearean rise and fall.

Reading volume five is not unlike watching Aeschylus’s The
Persians. As the king and his courtiers boast of their power and
hegemony, we the readers know very well that defeat and tragedy wait
around the corner.

Mohammad Ali Mojtahedi and Problems of
Public Service in the Pick-Axe Society”

Homa Katouzian

He was universally known as “Dr. Mojtahedi" and, although he had
apparently held some important posts for relatively brief periods, he was
always identified with Alborz College, of which he was the principal.
With a doctorate in Mathematics from the University of Paris, he was a
member of the highly educated elite of his time in public service. More
than many of them, moreover, he was both financially honest and wholly
dedicated to his work. He was not a politician or political type, and did
not view his position as just a platform for moving on to greener
pastures. On the contrary, his highest ambition was to run the College as
well as possible and maintain its reputation as virtually the most
competitive school in the country.

The "pick-axe society” is a light-hearted term that I use for my
concept of "short-term society," which itself is a category in my theory

" Abstract prepared by the author.
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“guests” flown in from Europe and America. There are no less than
ninety-one references to such “guests” in volume five alone. Even
though the Shah himself, on at least one occasion, shows concern for the
political ramifications of these carnal extravaganzas, ‘Alam, in a gesture
that overtly smacks of sycophancy but is ultimately subversive in its
outcome, reassures the Shah that all is “better than well in the country”
and there is, therefore, no cause for concern. In reality, we know from
the evidence in volume five, and from other reliable archival sources,
that the Shah was forced to pay a heavy price to control the political fall-
out from these trysts. In 1956, for example, the clerical hierarchy learned
that an American paper had divulged one such royal fling. The clergy’s
silence was apparently bought at the price of allowing an attack on Iran’s
Bahai minority.

Furthermore, in spite of Alam’s claim, “all things” were far from well
and Alam, as volume five clearly indicates, knew the seriousness of the
situation perfectly. Members of the opposition had succeeded in placing
a political tract against the regime on the very seat the Shah was to use
during a conference; the economy was showing signs of serious slow-
down; corruption was endemic. The Shah himself had come to believe
that developmental projects cost, on the average, forty percent more than
they should.

Political miscalculations made the “unwell” reality more potentially
explosive. Alam never tired of reminding his master that during June of
1963, he, as the prime minister, had decapitated the serpent of clerical
power. “They are nobody today,” he would often muse to his monarch. It
is arguable that one of the main reasons for the revolution was the
mistake that the Shah, Alam, and the regime’s powerful SAVAK made
in their appraisal of the regime’s friends and foes. They had accepted the
“cold war” narrative that the main threat to the regime came from the
Soviet Union. The Shah went to his grave believing that Ayatollah
Khomeini and his cohorts were nothing other than Soviet puppets.
‘Alam’s sycophancy was not entirely woven from an imaginary fabric.
Iran of 1975 had, in fact, made incredible strides in economic growth,
educational development, and military power. Once a weak link in the
chain of the United States’ allies in the Middle East, Iran was in 1975,
according to ‘Alam, the most powerful nation in the Persian Gulf, and its
policeman.

The Shah’s “White Revolution” had helped create a viable middle
class, and the embryo of a civil society. He was unwilling, however, to
share power with the educated forces he had helped create. The price of
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The “Selections” section of the journal contains the texts of the
d’Arcy concession, the new agreement, and Taqizddeh’s speech on the
circumstances surrounding the signing of the new oil agreement. He
confirms that the Oil Company brought up the issue of renewing the
contract, and he notes that Reza Shih was horrified by the terms of the
agreement, saying that the people would curse him for fifty years, but he
gave in anyway.

Alam and the Origins of the Revolution in Iran:
Notes on Volume five of Alam’s Daily Journal

Abbas Milani

In September 30, 1975, John Oaks of the New York Times wrote an
article entitled “The Persian Mind.” He critically compared the Shah to
Louis XIV and predicted that like France after Louis, there might well
be a deluge in Iran after the Shah.

When shown the article, the king derisively dismissed the
comparison, claiming, “Louis was the essence of reaction, and I am a
revolutionary leader.” Only a few weeks later, Alam, in a conversation
with the Shih, offered the “thesis” that the Shah and his father were true
embodiments of Louis XIV’s famous phrase, “L’etat c’est moi.” This
time, the Shah was pleased by the comparison. This change of heart is a
metaphor for the arrogance of power that was a crucial contributing
cause of the revolution in 1979.‘Alam’s Daily Journal is arguably the
most important single Persian source in any attempt to understand the
roots of this revolution.

No text is a merely passive tool of its creator; it invariably reveals
more than the author’s conscious intent. ‘Alam’s journal is no exception.
In volume five, in spite of the author’s repeated declarations of fealty to
" the king, the text betrays a far more complicated, and decidedly
ambivalent, relationship. '

‘Alam reveals the Shah’s surprisingly derogatory attitude towards not
only members of the cabinet and the royal family, but towards Alam
himself. Indeed, by volume five, covering the year 1975, Alam has been
stripped of most of his real power. His role is reduced to preparing
letters of official greeting and arranging the king’s secret trysts with

* Abstract prepared by the author.
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Sepah wrote of his dissatisfaction with the d’Arcy concession. He
also stated that the primary purpose of Sheikh Khaz’al’s insurrection
and the support of it by Ahmad Shah and a minority faction in
Parliament was to wrest control of the southern oil fields from Iran.

2. In 1928, Reza Shah, along with about 130 cabinet ministers and
parliamentary representatives, went to Ahvaz for the opening of the
Tehran-Khorramabad-Andimeshk road. The Oil Company invited
them for a week’s visit. Reza Shah told his companions to visit the
facilities, but did not do so himself because he had already seen
them four years earlier and because he was not pleased with the
actions of the Company. He delivered an official message to the
Company via Mostafa Fé-teh, the senior Iranian member of the board,
saying that the d’Arcy concession was signed before the
Constitutional Revolution, under different circumstances, and did
not take the interests of Iran into consideration. He warned that
unless the treaty was reconsidered, the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company
would be responsible for all the consequences.

3. During the period 1927-33, many discussions were held between the
government and the Company about revising the concession, but
these did not bear fruit. In 1961, the books mentioned above were
published but Mosaddeq did not mention them in his memoir.

4. As a result, in 1931 when oil revenues were lower than their 1930
levels, Reza Shah grew angry and overreacted criminally by tossing
the file into the fire, thereby unilaterally rescinding the concession.
Dr. Mosaddeq, who knew something of this history, did not even
mention these steps in his memoir, written in 1961, five years before
his death. This was because such candor would have been contrary
to the anti-Reza Shah climate that prevailed in Iran at the time.

This article cites what Sardar Sepah says about oil in his Khuzestan
Travelogue as well as what M. Fateh says in his book Fifty Years of Oil
in Iran (1946). It reviews the steps taken by the Iranian government to
rescind the d’Arcy agreement. The article also reproduces Dr.
Mosaddeq’s speech about the new oil agreement in the 14" session of
Parliament that, without mentioning him by name, attacks Seyyed Hasan
Tagizadeh, Minister of Finance at the time. He said that Iran had never
produced anyone who had performed such a service for foreigners.
Fateh’s comments on the agreement appear at the end of the article. He,
along with other experts, affirmed that because of the treaty, Iran was
able to gain some benefits, but he was disappointed on the question of its
renewal.
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Mosaddeq declared all measures taken by Reza Shah to be off limits, and
in their stead, greatly praised the last Qajar king Ahmad Shah. He
declared that the coup d’état of 1920 was the work of the British. The
British were also said to have ordered the construction of the railway
that traversed Iran from north to south. In those years, Dr. Mosaddeq’s
remarks had a profound effect on high school students like us, and
probably also on college students. We imagined that during the reign of
Ahmad Shah, Iran was independent, its people free and the conditions of
the schools better than they were under the Shah. However, articles and
books published in Iran after 1974 have made it quite clear that Ahmad
Shah had received a monthly stipend from the British to appoint Vosuq
al-Dowleh as premier. This premier signed the 1919 loan agreement with
Britain. For every action he took, he received permission from officials
at the British embassy in Tehran. He also gave out government
appointments in return for “gifts” (i.e. graft). However, officials during
the Ahmad Shah period, as well as some members of the general public,
were aware of these matters. Dr. Mosaddeq certainly knew of them.
Matini concludes that, like politicians in many countries, he did not tell
the complete truth in order to defeat a political rival. In the anti-Reza
Shah atmosphere fomented by Radio London, Dr. Mosaddeq said things
that did not conform to reality.

Dr. Mosaddeq’s inconsistent views about the oil and mineral rights
concessions granted by Iran to foreign powers also support the author’s
contention. During the - 14" session of Parliament, when the subject of
granting rights to the northern oil fields to the Russians, Dr. Mosaddeq
vigorously objected. He proposed that there be no negotiations with
foreign powers until the end of WWIIL, and this was approved by
Parliament. When it came to the concession of mineral rights to d’Arcy
that was signed during the time of Mozaffar al-Din Shah, however, he
had no objections. This contrasted sharply with his strong opposition to
the renewal of the oil agreement signed in 1933 under Reza Shah. Dr.
Mosaddeq called that agreement the work of the British. In his speech
he asserted, “So long as the state received enough money from the
Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, it did not say a word, but in 1931 when the
income did not amount to even a quarter of the 1930 revenues, the state
complained.”  This statement was entirely disingenuous; Dr. Mosaddeq
was surely aware of the steps Reza Shah and the government of Iran took
before 1931 to review the d’Arcy concession in Iran’s favor. They were:
1. In his Khuzestan Travelogue, written after he had put an end to the

political autonomy of Sheikh Khaz’al (1924), Reza Khan Sardar
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Sardar Sepah (Reza Khan)
and the d’Arcy Concession’

Jalal Matini

The author of the lead article of this issue of Iranshenasi quotes Nehru,
who said that any nation that is unaware of its own history is condemned
to repeat the mistakes of the past. He writes that not only are most
educated Iranians unaware of what went on in their country in past ages,
but they are also ignorant of the contemporary history of the country,
from the Constitutional Revolution onward. What little they do know is
often mistaken, because most of the people who have written on the
period from September 1941 to the present have not been “impartial.”
They have employed methods of recording history used during Stalin’s
period; i.e. they looked at history from the viewpoint of their own or
their group’s ideology. As aresult, instead of accurate accounts, they
have produced a distorted history that is in need of careful revision.
Matini writes that members of his generation, who were attending
high school in September 1941 and afterwards, first learned about the
end of the Qajar period and the beginnings of the reign of Reza Shah
from Mohammad Mosaddeq’s remarks in the 14" session of Parliament.
This was because before the Allies attacked Iran, British radio and Radio
Delhi following its lead, had long been broadcasting material against
Reza Shah. Radio London brought about an anti-Reza Shah climate and
then attacked Iran. This climate existed to a greater or lesser degree in
Iran from that time onward, espemally during the allied occupation,
which was the time of the 14" session of Parliament. In that session, Dr.

© Al translations, unless otherwise stated, are by Paul Sprachman.
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In Chapter Five (“The novellas in Perspective”), we turn from
the literary authors to the figures Sayyid Jamal al-Din Afghani, Ahmad
Kasravi, Sayyid Hoseyn Nasr and ‘Ali Shari‘ati, who were active and
instrumental in shaping the intellectual and political currents of their
times. The thrust of the contributions of these well-known thinkers is
summarized here, as Pedersen attempts to show that.the theoretical
development of ideas in Iran that were a response to transformations in
social and political realities, informs the development of the worldview
of the authors discussed above. The choice of Nasr in this project seems
a bit out of place, and this leads one to question the one-to-one
relationship between literary and intellectual ideas, especially the
author’s statement that "the time period in which the four above-
discussed thinkers lived, talked, and wrote, could be described as the
structure of a novella (p. 202). Literature has a dynamic role and can be
a powerful agent of change in the social and political arena, as
exemplified by Jamalzadeh's works or the poetry of the Constitutional
Revolution, and is not merely a vehicle to convey those ideas.

Pederson's book is a welcome addition to the growing number of
studies of modern Persian literature and is particularly useful for its
attempt to integrate literary history into the larger narrative of the
development of Iranian intellectual life in the twentieth century. It also
draws attention to the problem of the genre of short story, which has
become extremely popular in Persian and other non-Western literatures.
The inclusion of novels and poetry would, of course, help the author's
cause, but it is understandable that that the study had to be limited to a
certain genre. The author has incorporated a wide range of scholarly
materials, both from Persian and Western sources, as evidenced by the
impressive bibliography.

University of Chicago
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for studying the short stories here, one should not be too strict about
defining this genre, especially when the purpose is to study the ideology
behind the narrative and not the literary from itself. The problem of the
origin of the Persian short story is a complex issue that challenges the
perception and use of the genre as found in Western literature.

The impact of Jamalzadeh and an analysis of his landmark collection
of prose pieces, Yeki bud o yeki nabud form the topic of Chapter Two
("Towards a new and different reality"). The author states the position of
the literary critics of this work, Baraheni, and Balay and Cuypers, and
provides a new reading and interpretation of the six tales, focusing on
the role of the narrator. Jamalzadeh's work was indeed complex and
revolutionary for his time, and in its critique of his society through the
satirical portrayal of his characters, ushered in a new chapter in Iran's
literary modernity. If he does not seem to offer solutions to larger
philosophical problems, it is because he was primarily interested in
issues of language that would be the basis of progress and social
development. In Chapter Three ("Outside reality, reality inside"), three
stories of Sadeq Hedayat are taken up: "Zendeh be-gur,” "S.G.L.L.," and
"Tarik-khaneh." Pedersen challenges the label "psycho-fiction" put
forward by Homa Katouzian in describing these stories, and believes that
beyond Hedayat’s psychological and often surrealist lens turned towards
the world, there are elements of objective realism in which destiny plays
an important role. Chapter Four (“Re-establishing reality”) covers the
period from the end of the Second World War to the Islamic Revolution
and collectively treats three authors. An analysis of Sadeq Chubak's
short stories: "Gulha-ye gushti,” “Antari keh luti-ash mordeh bud," and
"Ruz-e avval-e gabr,” shows that reality is all about cruelty and
alienation that is usually covered by a veil, and freedom is perhaps an
impossible condition for humans. In the short stories, “Sham'-e qaddi,”
“Ja-pa,” “Goldasteh-ha va falak,” and Jalal Al-e Ahmad’s travel journal
to Mecca, Khasi dar miqat, there is an interplay between the individual
and the outside world mediated through the presence of religion.
Hushang Golshiri's “Ma‘sum-3” (English translation in H. Moayyad, ed.,
Black Parrot, Green Crow, Washington: Mage Publishers, 2003). from
the collection, Namazkhaneh-ye kuchak-e man, shows the author to be a
successful synthesizer of traditional and modern elements. The various
characters in these stories are caught in various moments of social
changes and are forced to make important choices that reflect on their
identity (Iranian/Western or Iranian/Islamic) and moral or religious
consciousness (Islam vs. individualism).
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Claus V. Pedersen. World View in Pre-Revolutionary Iran: Literary
Analysis of Five Iranian Authors in the Context of the History of Ideas.
Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2002. ix, 221pp.

Reviewed by Sunil Sharma

This book is divided into two parts as indicated by the title: the first
being an analysis of the ideas and a close reading of selected writings of
Jamalzadeh, Hedayat, Al-e Ahmad, Chubak, and Golshiri; while the
second and shorter part provides the intellectual and ideological context
for the period under study by examining the ideas of Sayyid Jamal al-
Din Afghani, Ahmad Kasravi, Sayyid Hoseyn Nasr and 'Ali Shari'ati. It
would be fair to declare at the outset that the two parts to the book are
somewhat disjointed; it may have been more useful to present the latter
part first and/or integrate it with the discussion of the stories in order to
provide the proper background for the presentation of the development
of the worldviews of the five authors discussed. Despite this criticism,
this is well researched and is a fine study of the intellectual trends in Iran
during the course of the twentieth century, combined with a sensitive
reading of literary texts.

The choice of the five authors is judicious, since they represent an
important element in the modem Persian literary canon. Pedersen says in
his brief introduction (Chapter one) that he has chosen the short story
because, "in my view it is the only genre in modem Iranian literature that
has developed into a full form and covers the whole period in question
here" (p. 3). Then he proceeds to define the genre of the European
novella as containing an "unprecedented event" and describes it as the
precursor of the Iranian short story. Although this makes a strong case
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