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mentioned. Finally he cites the Encyclopedia of Religion to the effect 
that the origins of the story are to be found in the Old Testament. 

The author traces the idea that Salaman and Absal was originally 
Greek to a translation of the tale from Greek to Arabic by Honayn b. 
Ishaq. Obviously just because a tale is communicated in Greek does not 
make it originally Greek. He points out that the Wisdom of Soloman was 
translated from a Greek manuscript. 
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Karyiis, Karbas, Darbas: Solving the 
Mystery ofa Name from the Shahnameh 

Ali Amini 

The word occurs in a line from the tale of Rostam and Esfandiar that 
describes Rostam leaving a tent to prepare to do battle the next day with 
Esfandiar. He addresses the karyds (inner part of a tent) and says, "0 
place of hope, how fortunate the day when Jamshid entered you." The 
word karyas has no homonym in Persian; in Arabic it means "restroom" 
and in Persian "court," "tent," and "vestibule." 

Eight mss used in the Khaleghi Motlagh edition of the Shahnameh 
read karbas, six have karyas and in two the word is undotted. None of 
F erdowsi' s contemporaries used karyiis, which began to be used in the 
13th century to mean "court." However karbas is attested in a 
geographical work, a widely read history and in poetry. All of this 
suggests that karbas, a kind of cheap material used by the poor, is the 
proper reading, but this does not make sense given that the word in the 
Shahnameh describes a king's tent. 

In trying to solve the problem, the writer mentions the fact that one 
letter in the Pahlavi alphabet can refer to 3 or 4 phonemes. That is, one 
could read the word in ancient texts as karbas or karpas. 

The meaning "court" applied to a tent far from the palace of the hero 
in the Shahnameh may seem strange. However it is nothing new in 
Pahlavi literature. It is used this way in the Karnameh-i Ardeshir 

PajJakan. 

Salaman and Abseil: Greek or Semitic Myth? 

Mohammad Ali Taleqani 

In a previous issue of lranshenasi, "Sahiman and Absal a Greek myth 
in Iranian Sources," the story was called a Greek tale. The author of the 
present article was always of the opinion that it was Semitic in origin. 
He cites the encyclopedic Loghatnameh to the effect that the origin is to 
be found among the tales of the ancient Israelis. 

The evidence for considering the tale as originally Semitic is 
manifold. First there are the obvious similarities between the names of 
the characters and the names of figures in the Hebrew Bible. The tale 
also mentions kings and princes; whereas in Greek mythology gods are 
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outnumbered the native population. Tajiki Persian was in fact the 
second language of the city. 

How can one judge Persian Tajiki? Was its Europeanization a loss or 
a gain? Is it right to say that it is weak compared to Iranian Persian as a 
language of science and literature? TaJiks are in doubt about returning 
to the Arabo-Persian alphabet. Answering these questions requires time 
and study. 

Shams-e Tabrizi and the Story of the MaH'imatis 

Mehran Afshari 

One of the most unusual figures in Islamic mysticism was Shams-e 
Tabrizi (d. 1248). This unique being did not fit into any category nor did 
he belong to any Sufi group. Though he had a profound relationship 
with laral aI-Din Rumi (d. 1273), he was unlike Rumi in many ways. 
There are many indications of these differences in the Maqalat-e Shams
e Tabrizi (Colloquies of Shams). Some of his thoughts and behavior are 
reminiscent of the Sufi order called the Mahimatis (those who literally 
"blame" or criticize themselves for any exhibition of worldly desire that 
puts a barrier or hejab between the truth-seeker and the enlightenment 
sought at the end of the path or (ariqa). He was not formally a 
Malamati, however, but he did take many of the Sufi sheikhs of his time 
to task for their pride and selfishness, as did the Malamatis. In one of 
his writings, Shams seems to be saying that he criticizes the great Sufi 
sheikhs severely for their behavior, as he did lalal aI-Din Rumi, and this 
is what endeared the great Sufi poet to him. 

Shams realized that the sheikhs' efforts were directed at impressing 
their disciples, presenting themselves as great gnostics and ascetics in 
their eyes. It was this pretense that placed an effective barrier between 
the sheikhs and the object of their mystical quest: Divine Truth. This 
barrier had to be lifted. True seekers had to ignore the opprobrium and 
praise of the people and cleanse themselves of all self-regard and 
hypocrisy. He relates a tale that shows how the gnostic frees himself of 
the regard of his disciples. The behavior in this tale is that displayed by 
the Malamatis. The tale is found in Nezami's Makhzan al-AsrGr 

" 
(Storehouse of Secrets) and is still current among Persian users. But the 
origin of the tale is Malamati, about a forgotten sheikh from that order 
who lived in the 11th century. He says, "no one can bear that which I 
do." Reading Shams' Colloquies leads one to realize the truth of what 
Rumi says, namely, "There is no one more amazing than Shams." 
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between Tajikistan and Iran, for until the 19th century one does not 
observe major disparities between the prose and poetry of Bokhara and 
of Iran. One of the elements that kept the language uniform among users 
in the Persian-speaking world was the open cultural exchange and 
standardized education, which was rooted in classical Persian literature. 
The thousand-year reign of Persian as the lingua franca of Central Asia 
ended with the demise of the Emirate of Bokhara, when Turkish 
replaced Persian. The only caretaker of the Persian heritage was the 
Soviet Tajik Republic, where there was controversy about which style of 
writing would replace the highly mannered and stylized prose of the 
previous millennium, and the debate continued for years. The 
extravagances and shortcomings eventually produced the prose used by 
Sadr aI-Din 'Ayni. 'Ayni's profound understanding of classical 
literature and his talent in cloaking that literature in everyday language 
became the basis of a number of works which became models for the 
future writers of Tajikistan. For this reason 'Ayni is considered the 
founder of modem Tajiki prose. Among the things that smoothed the 
way for 'Ayni's style were school textbooks written by him and his 
students. One should also keep in mind that there are similarities 
between this style and the simple prose of Dari from the classical period, 
found in such works as Bayhaqi's History, that are not the result of 
stylistic continuities in greater Khoriisan. 

Literary Tajiki has a very close relationship with its fraternal twin in 
the city of Dushanbe, capital ofTiijikistan. The center of Persian was on 
that side of the Oxus. Dushanbe, nestled in the heart of a mountain 
range populated by Iranians, drew the ancient and pure Persian of 
mountain dwellers in the Pamirs, the Zarafshan, the Darvaz, and the 
Qaratgin. It nurtured borrowings from their language. In the end 
immigrants from Khojand and Samarqand brought their brand of Persian 
mixed with Turkish to the capital of Tajikistan. But the clergy and 
scholars of Arabic -- mostly from Bukhani -- even if they too migrated to 
Dushanbe among other Persophones of Transoxiana, they did not leave a 
lasting impression on the language ofthe capital; hence, Tijik Persian 
could easily breach its promise with Arabic and its grammar. 

Persian's battle in Tajikistan was not with Arabic or Turkish, but 
rather with Russian. Tajik writers learned a great deal from Russian and 
tried to transfer its eloquence to their national language. Russian taught 
Tajiks discipline and creativity, from the spoken language to literary 
style. But on the other side of the coin, there was also blind imitation, 
which threatened the linguistic independence of Tajiki. This was 
unavoidable in a city in which the Russian-speaking immigrants 
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Bustan, too, is unique among the great treasures of classical Persian 
poetry, If the usual allusions to Sa'di's 'practical wisdom' may be 
partially justified from some pages of Golestan, there is little if anything 
in Bustan which would justify such a description. It may be described as 
the theoretical and intellectual counterpart to Golestan to the extent that 
it deals with many ofthe themes that he also discussed later in the latter 
book. But it has a wider scope and deals more closely with the ways and 
means of the elevation and purification of the human soul. And as 
narrative poetry, it is one of the best Persian mathnavis ever written: 
clear, concise, fluent and readable. 

Songs about human, as opposed to mystical, love could not have been 
written with such emotional depth and authentic feeling if the poet had 
not had a rich experience of loving other human beings, although it 
would clearly not follow that every ghazal Sa'di wrote describes or 
reflects an immediate concrete experience. Ifby 'romanticism' we refer 
to the philosophical and literary movement which began first in 
Germany in the eighteenth and, later spreading to other European 
countries, reached its peak in the nineteenth century, then it would be 
anachronistic in time and irrelevant in place to apply it to the love songs 
of not just Sa'di but also Hafiz, Rumi and other classical Persian poets. 
But if the term is applied in the broader sense, reflecting mood and 
emotion, then Sa'di's love songs may well be compared to those of 
Byron, Keats, Hugo and others as part of a common human and artistic 
experience. 

Sa'di was a poet and writer of the thirteenth century and an all-time 
great among the Persian classics. His place as a great classic is therefore 
secure and universal in time and space. Yet his Golestiin and Bustan 
contain much about timeless good and bad life that makes them relevant 
to any time and place where questions about moral beliefs, personal 
conduct and social behavior make up an important part of the intellectual 
discourse. And he will always touch deeply any lover who reads his 
love poetry. 

The Development of Tajiki Literary Persian 

Habib Borjian 

This is a study of the historical and social factors that led to the 
formation of literary Tajiki. It also examines the reasons for the 
differences between Tajiki and Iranian Persian. Clearly the reasons for 
the differences do not lie in the SOO-year political and religious split 
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supports Beyhaqi's infonnation. The paper concludes that given the 
existing evidence, it is impossible to continue to believe in the illiteracy 
of either Mahmud or his successors, and in the implications of such an 
assumption for the history of Persian literature in general and that ofthe 
Shahnameh in particular. 

A Summing-up on Sa'dt 

Homa Katouzian 

Sa'di was an eclectic in the best sense ofthe tenn. He was familiar with 
most of the literary and intellectual frameworks of his time but unlike 
most thinkers and literati he did not work solely within any of them and 
so cannot be located in any given framework. Judging by his works, he 
was a savant, a hakim, who advocated tolerance, moderation and good 
sense. He did not believe in any conception of a perfect life - only a 
good, clean life - and for that reason he had a relatively optimistic 
outlook on life and was not too censorious of his fellow human beings; 
he did not promise, advocate, pray for or demanded the establishment of 
heaven on earth, nor did he think that an imperfect world was not worth 
living in. He advocated groping for bettennent, not longing for 
perfection. It is only in such broad tenns that he may be compared with 
the Christian humanists of the Renaissance period such as Erasmus of 
Rotterdam; although much caution must be exercised in making such 
comparisons between cultures of different times and places. 

Yet Sa'di was not just a savant but more importantly a poet and writer. 
The impact of Sa'di's Goleston in Iran and Europe would appear to be 
out of all proportion if its basic ideas were simply put together in a few 
pages of plain prose. The same is true of his Ruston, except that being a 
poem it loses much when translated into other tongues, and that must be 
an important reason why Golestan has enjoyed much greater popularity 
outside Iran. But it has had a wider appeal in Iran as well, partly because 
it is a more amusing and less demanding book, and partly because it 
combines fact and fiction, parable and wisdom, admiration and 
admonition with the wittiest, simplest and clearest fonns of expression. 
And once again allowing for all the cultural, temporal and spatial 
differences, he reminds the reader, in this respect, of European writers 
such as Montaigne, Voltaire and Samuel Johnson, all of whom 
flourished long after he had gone. 

* Abstract prepared by the author. 
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Beyhaqi's History and the Evidence for the 
Literacy of the Ghaznavid Princes * 

Mahmoud Omidsalar 

17 

Two common misconceptions about the Ghaznavids (388-582/998-1186) 
exist among Persian and Western scholars. The first is that because of 
their Turkish origin, they did not like Persian culture and were hostile to 
Ferdowsi and his National Epic. The second is that the Ghaznavids were 
no more than a group of uncouth Transoxianian Turks, and had no 
interest in Persian literature beyond using it for propaganda purposes. 
The fallacy of the first argument has been dealt with in another paper 
(Iranshenasi 11, no. 3, 1999) in which it was argued that even though 
Mahmud was of Turkish origin on his father's side, his mother was from 
an aristocratic Iranian family and for this reason the founder of the 
dynasty and all of his descendents were culturally Iranian. Furthermore, 
given Mahmud's parentage (a Turkish father and a Persian mother), the 
suggestion that he was more Turkish than Persian would be absurd. 

The present paper follows the revisionist argument of the previous 
essay, and drawing on the evidence from the text of Beyhaqi's History of 
Mas 'ud's Reign, presents incontestable evidence to prove the following: 
First, Mahmud and his sons were highly literate both in Persian and in 
Arabic; the name of the king's Arabic teacher is known. Second, both 
his sons and brothers were trained in classical Arabic literature in their 
youth, and we also know the name of their teacher. Third, Arabic verse 
by the king's half-brother, Esm.'i'il, and by his son Mol}amruad, was 
quite well known from classical Persian and Arabic sources. Fourth, 
both his wife and his sister were not only literate, but probably also 
politically active because Sultan Mas'ud's secretary could recognize 
their unsigned handwriting. This implies that the ladies engaged in 
frequent correspondence with the prince's office. Fifth, several women 
who were associated with the Ghaznavid aristocracy in various 
capacities, including a slave-woman, were quite literate. Sixth, we have 
ample evidence showing that not only many of the Turkish generals in 
the Ghaznavid administration were literate, but also that they were 
mindful of educating their children in Persian and Arabic letters in order 
to assure these children's future positions in the Ghaznavid bureaucracy. 
Seventh, evidence from ancillary sources, both Persian and Arabic, 

* Abstract prepared by the author. 



16 Iranshenasi, Vol. XVIII 

constitutional monarchy in Iran. Dr. Mo~addeq on two occasions took 
legislative authority into his hands: once for six months and again for 
twelve months. These acts distanced a number of his supporters from 
him. But the matter that put Dr. Mo~addeq at loggerheads with 
Parliament was the Afshar-Toos affair. General Afshar-Toos, the Head 
of the Police, had been abducted and killed. His body was found in the 
mountains of Lashkarak near Tehran in the spring of 1953. A 
communique issued by the military government indicated that Dr. 
Baqa'i, a member of Parliament who had been scheduled to become 
Prime Minister after the murder, had had a hand in the matter. Baqa'i 
denied the charge, stating that the individuals that made it had been 
tortured. During these days, two other important events occurred. 
Representatives who were supporters of Dr. Mos~ddeq elected a new 
speaker of the Parliament, replacing Ayatollah Kashani with Dr. 
Mo'azzami. The other incident occurred when the opposition member 
Ali Zohari called Dr. Mo~addeq and his government to account for using 
torture to extract confessions in the Afshar-Toos affair. Instead of 
appearing in Parliament to answer the charges as required by law, Dr. 
Mo~addeq dissolved it using a referendum. Dr. Sadiqi, deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of the Interior, told Dr. M9saddeq that he objected 
to this. Dr. Sanjabi also warned Dr. Mo~addeq not to dissolve Parliament 
because the Shah would appoint another Prime Minister or displace him 
with a coup. His answer was that the Shah could do nothing about it. 

The minutes of Parliament from summer 1953 indicate that the 
opposition, and even supportiers of Dr. Mo~addeq, tried in a variety of 
ways to prevent him from dissolving Parliament but he remained 
obdurate. Dr. Moazzami, speaker of parlaiment, resigned, eight 
members of parlaiment complained to the public prosecutor against the 
cabinet, and Ayatollah Kashiini accused Dr. Mo~addeq of smoothing the 
way for dictatorship. Another complained to the United Nations. 

If Dr. Mo~addeq had answered the summons of Parliament in the 
Afshar-Toos affair, there would have been but two results. Either the 
members would have given him a vote of confidence or they would not 
have. In the latter case they would have chosen a new Prime Minister. 
Evidence indicates that his replacement would have been Allilhyar Saleh 
a colleague of Dr. Mo~addeq, or some one like him but not General 
Zahedi, and, given the circumstances, the Shah could not have 
intervened. 

The author of the article concludes that Dr. Mo~addeq was the one 
person who could have prevented the events of August 19 by acting in 
accordance with parliamentary practice and the constitution. 
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monarchy of the Shah was replaced by the absolute, divinely-inspired 
authority of Ayatollah Khomeini. 

The subject of the lead article of this issue of Iranshenasi is whether 
or not what happened on August 19, 1953 was unavoidable. If it had 
been, what individual or what measure could have prevented it? 

Dr. Mo~addeq did not enjoy the backing of the deputies of the 17th 

Session of Parliament, who were elected during the time he was Prime 
Minister. To overcome the opposition, he used a referendum (appealing 
to the logic that there is no higher power in a democratic state than the 
popular will) to dissolve Parliament. With the results of the referendum 
in hand he went to the Shah and asked that he announce elections for the 
18th session of Parliament. The Shah, instead of calling for new 
elections, dismissed Dr. Mo~addeq and appointed General Zahedi as 
Prime Minister in his place. But Dr. Mo~addeq had the bearer of the 
Shah's order arrested by the Prime Minister's guard. The next day Dr. 
Mo~addeq spoke to the cabinet and announced in a proclamation a 
"military coup d'etat," but never mentioned the order for his dismissal. 
During three days (August 16-18) Dr. Mo~addeq as Prime Minister 
continued to manage the affairs of state. On the afternoon of August 16, 
supporters of Dr. Mo~addeq had held a meeting in Baharestan Square, 
near the Parliament. At the meeting Dr. H. Fatemi, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and government spokesman, gave a speech in which he 
mentioned the treachery of the Pahlavi Court. Among the resolutions of 
the meeting was the necessity of a royal commission. Fatemi, in the 
newspaper Bdkhtar-e Emruz, also characterized the Shah as "a traitor," 
and called the royal family a "nest of corruption" and "the center of 
depravity." But the imperial order was published and Z<1hedi, who had 
been hiding in Tehran, took control of the government on August 19, 
1953. 

As stated above, Dr. Mo~addeq was not pleased with the 17th session 
of Parliament. For this reason, before he went to participate in the 
World Court at the Hague, he postponed some of the elections that were 
incomplete in 1952 to when he returned to Iran. But these were never 
completed. The 1 i h session, therefore, began with eighty out of 136 
representatives. Dr. Mo~addeq first said that the 80% were the true 
representatives of the people; but later said that there were actually less 
than 80%. He even wrote a letter to the Parliament with the names of 
the representatives that the people hated. The Parliament did not tolerate 
this. The 1 i h session opened with a speech by the Shah, which Dr. 
Mo~addeq did not attend, pleading illness. These three acts on the part 
of Dr. Mosaddeq were without precedent in the history of the 



Abstracts of Persian Articles * 

Was the August 19, 1953 
Fall ofMo~addeq Unavoidable? 

lalal Matini 

The fall of Dr. Mohammad Mo~addeq on August 19, 1953 is without 
question one ofthe pivotal events in modem Iranian history, comparable 
to the 1906 declaration of the Constitution, the 1925 enthronement of 
Reza Shah, and the 1979 proclamation of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
August 19 was important not only because it put an end to the twenty
eight-month period when Dr. Mo~addeq was Prime Minister, but it also 
marked a radical change in the nature of how Shah Molpmmad Re~a 
Pahlavi governed. During the twelve years before August 19, 1953, the 
Shah "reigned" more than he governed. After August 19, he took 
control of the reins of government with a vengeance. For example, he 
made parliamentary deputies and cabinet ministers creatures of his will, 
and he personally decided matters relating to the petroleum industry, the 
military, and foreign relations. Of course, during this period there were 
many significant advances and accomplishments, but because the 
constitution was essentially ignored, after twenty-five years the absolute 

All translations, unless otherwise stated. are by Paul Sprachman. 
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To swn up, Iran and America is a timely plea for reestablishing 
relations between the two nations. It is also quite informative about how 
many Iranians living in the United States, non-specialists in the fields of 
archaeology, linguistics, history, etc., represent the heritage of their 
native land. 

Rutgers University 
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painstaking research on which those facts are based. This simplistic 
reading of the scholarly record verges on self-parody. The humor in the 
film My Big Fat Greek Wedding feeds on such parody; in the film, the 
father of the bride is famous for tracing all English words back to their 
presumed Hellenic origins, "proving" thereby the glory that was Greece 
to his daughter's non-Greek friends. 

The chauvinism of Iran and America is also evident in the way it 
spells common terms and its method of transliterating Persian and 
Arabic words into English. The most notable example of the former is 
the authors' insistence on "Eslam" instead ofthe universally accepted 
"Islam." To use "Eslam" is to assert a "Persian" rather than an "Arabic" 
form of the name of the religion that came to Iran in the i h century. 
Writing "Eslam" is to use orthography to say that Iran is the exception in 
the Islamic world, "considered to be in it, but not of it" (p. 199, authors' 
italics). Another example of the motivated transliteration ofIslamic 
terms is "Ghor'an" (p. 113) for the more common "Koran" or "Quran," 
more faithful to Arabic. 

An example of chauvinistic romanizaiton ofletters is the book's use 
of "gh" for two different symbols in the Perso-Arabic alphabet. In Farsi, 
two consonants qaf and gheyn, though they have distinct written forms, 
are pronounced the same. (In Dari, Afghan Persian, the two consonants 
are distinct, represented in English transliteration as "q" and "gh.") 
Iran and America reduces both to "gh," using for the name of a grouping 
of several Turkic dynasties "Saljoogh" instead of Persian "Saljuq" or 
Turkish "Seljuk." The authors' zeal in "gh-ing" the two consonants 
leads them to change the name of volume V of The Cambridge History 
of Iran from The Saljuq and Mongol Periods to The Saljoogh and 
Mongol Periods (p. 138). 

Despite their zeal to produce Farsi forms of originally Arabic and 
Persian words, the authors are not consistent in the way they write 
certain terms. For example, in an an article by Habib Ladjevardi which is 
an appendix to Chapter I, we find both Majlis (p. 50: the common name 
of the Iranian Parliament, derived from Arabic) and Majless (p. 48: the 
chauvinistic form). Likewise, the name of the Iranian Communist Party 
is both Tudeh (p. 56: the common form) and Toodeh (p. 26). The book 
also abounds in typographical errors, some of which can be 
unconsciously humorous. For example, "Persian Renaissance" (p. 121) 
becomes "Parisian Renaissance" (p. 118) and on page 219 "Reza Khan" 
is also "Reza Kahn." The Persian word for "king" vacillates between 
"shah" and "Shah" without any discernible logic behind the 
capitalizaion. 



Book Review 11 

familiar. Much of the book belongs to the type of writing that appeals 
to Persian chauvinists. This is clear from the outset; the introduction (p. 
xiv) states: 

Iran has the privilege of being both Orient and Occident at 
the same time. Its grammar and vocabulary remain clearly 
Indo-European, thus keeping its mind frame close to that 
of the Western nations. And yet it holds all the values of 
Moslem civilization to which it itself has contributed so 
much. 

There are two assumptions here. First, to the Badiozamanis Iran is a 
language, namely Persian or, as will be shown later, the official Iranian 
form: Farsi. Iranian-ness is synonymous with communication in the 
Persian language. Throughout the book, "Persian" and "Iranian" are 
used interchangeably (e.g. see pp. 244-45, 293). In comparing challenges 
Iran confronts to those that other nations face because of the presence of 
sizeable minority poplutations, the authors write the "problem facing 
Iran is somewhat more acute, partly because in some of these regions 
[i.e., areas bordering the former Soviet Union] some of the people speak 
in a different dialect" (p. 238). This statement relegates modem Azeri, a 
linguistically distinct language akin to Turkish, to the status of a Persian 
dialect. The second assumption in the passage above is that a language 
governs how the people that use it think. The authors subscribe to what 
linguists call a "strong version of the Whorfian Hypothesis." They 
assert that because Persian is an Indo-European language, Iranian 
mentality is more in tune with Europe than it is with the Middle East, 
where many people use Semitic languages such as Hebrew and Arabic. 
It is not a long way from this assertion to the naIve essentialism of 19th 

century Orientalism, which often treated Orient and Occident as distinct 
conceptual categories. 

Iran and America also relies on the chauvinist notion that etymology 
implies merit or the "originality heuristic." In the chapter entitled 
"Iran's Contribution to the World," readers learn that the ancient 
Chinese word for "wine" comes from the Persian badeh (p. 253), that the 
Achaemenians introduced sesame to Egypt (p. 254), that the Persians 
originated Paradise, a word derived from Median Paradaeza (p. 256). 
Because Iran was "first" to innovate, the authors assume, the Iranian 
people today are somehow authentic, somehow owed respect from the 
civilized world. In this chapter, Iran becomes what its former national 
anthem proclaims: mahd-e honar or "the cradle of the arts." While there 
is little to argue with the scholarship cited in this chapter, to infer from it 
that there is an eternal Persian genius resident in Iran is to caricature the 



10 Iranshenasi, Vol. XVIII 

The book offers many details about how oil shaped relations between the 
two nations, but is strangely silent about US-Iranian relations after 
Mohammad Reza Pahlavi was put back on the throne. For example, 
there is little in it on Iran's vital role in the West's post-War policy of 
containing Soviet influence in the Middle East and Asia and keeping the 
Persian Gulf open to shipping. The book also ignores how American 
interests and influence in Iran grew markedly in the Nixon-Ford years. 
Afterwards, during the period directly leading up to the Islamic 
revolution (1974-78), the Americans living and working in Iran and the 
Iranians studying in the United States had become so numerous that one 
could conclude that the two nations would live happily ever after. 

After the Revolution, Iran's loss of human capital became America's 
gain. In the penultimate chapter, Iran and America acknowledges 
Iranians who have made significant contributions to American academia, 
business and culture. Among those mentioned are: Dr. Jamshid G. 
Ghajar, a neuro-trauma specialist with many patents to his credit; Amir 
(one name like fellow clothier Bijan), tailor to kings, presidents and 
prime ministers; Afsaneh Mashayekhi Beschloss, CEO and CIO of 
Carlyle Asset Management; and Lotfi Mansouri, former General 
Director ofthe San Francisco Opera. The spectacular successes of these 
and other model Iranian immigrants to the United States make one 
sanguine about the possibility of rekindling the affair between the two 
former lovers. 

The last chapter ofthe book, "Iran as a Superpower," argues for the 
resumption of relations between Iran and the United States. This is not a 
naIve plea. The authors point out that American interests in the Middle 
East would be well served by good relations with a country that has 
sizeable oil and natural gas reserves, long borders with Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and well-trained police and military forces engaged in a 
war on drugs. They make the oft-repeated point that many Iranians 
distinguish between the US government (hostile) and the American 
people (kind, generous, fortunate). They even go so far as to say, "There 
is no substantive reason as to why Iran and Israel should not have 
amicable relations" (p. 299). Odd as this may sound in light of President 
Ahmadinejad's recent remarks about "wiping Israel off the map" and his 
denial of the Holocaust, the idea is not so farfetched. Iran and Israel 
were natural allies before the Islamic Revolution. Who is to say that 
geopolitics might not reunite them once more? History has uncovered 
stranger bedfellows. 

Though Iran and America's case for Irano-American rapprochement 
is timely and convincing, its approach to Iranian-ness is regrettably 
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Paul Sprachman 

Iran and America: Rekindling a Love Lost, Badi Badiozamani and 
Ghazal Badiozamani. Center for East-West Understanding Press, n.d., 
xvii, 316 pp., bibliography, ill. Place of publication (?) 

According to the prologue, Iran and America gives a fresh view of 
an ancient civilization and its relatively recent relationship with the 
United States. True to the subtitle, the book argues for reconciliation 
between two nations that have been feuding for more than a quarter of a 
century. The time frame of the book is very long, beginning in the 
remotest of pasts pictured with a 100,000-year-old stone scraper from 
Kermanshah and ending with today's white-hot topic: Iran's nuclear 
programs. 

The Badiozamanis see the relationship between the United States 
and Iran as a complex love affair. It began with an infatuation, followed 
by a long cohabitation marked by occasional intrigues and rows, and 
ended in bitter separation. In the first part of the book, the authors 
summarize the efforts of European and American scholars to introduce 
Iranian civilization to the world. It portrays the first contacts between 
Iranians and Americans positively. The ancient civilization looked to 
the adolescent, New World superpower as a disinterested ally in its 
battles with its old imperial foes: Russia and Great Britain. The book 
celebrates the heroism of the American arch-Iranophile, Howard C. 
Baskerville, who was killed in 1909 defending freedom in Tabriz. It 
mentions the efforts of two impartial advisors, Morgan Shuster and Dr. 
Arthur Millspaugh, in trying to put Iran's finances in order. In reviewing 
these examples of selfless Iranophilia, Iran and America covers the same 
ground as Barry Rubin's Paved with Good Intentions and many other 
works on the American experience in Iran. 

According to the authors, the Irano-American love affair began to 
sour when the US participated in the Allied occupation of Iran during 
World War II. Iran and America were on the verge of separation when 
the CIA played a pivotal role in the 1953 coup that ousted Prime 
Minister Mosaddeq and restored Mohammad Reza Pahlavi to the throne. 
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