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T'II , 

Director 
BBC World Service 
Bush House, London UK 

June 2007-06-19 

Dear Sir 
It is with pleasure to let you 

know that you produce an 
outstanding international program 
of news commentaries interviews 
conference calls etc. from scholars 
around the world that no other 
news organization can match. 

Perhaps it is because of this 
fantastic organizational abilities 
that BBC in my opinion ranks the 
very best source of current and past 
historical events, educational 
matters, scientific discoveries etc. 
etc. in English language. And 
because of this reality, I believe 
every one owes it to BBC to have 
made English the second language 
of the whole world. I consider BBC 
to be the Webster dictionary of all 
events of all the places in the 
contemporary world. 

Forgive me if I am going to 
correct you on one item of the 
news that I hear day after day. 
Initially I thOUght it was the slip of 
the tongue or mistake of a 
correspondent but I see and hear it 
over and over again and I know 
now it is intentional?!! 

Last week in the news I heard 
QM2 is converted to luxury hotel 
and is being docked in "the Gulf". 
After searching thru my geography, 

I thought you meant Persian Gulf? 
Few weeks ago your anchor lady 
Katty Kay from Washington 
mentioned Arabian Gulf?? in her 
news report on BBC Television? 

I know that Arab Bedouins of 
former British protectorates in the 
Persian Gulf have found oil under 
the sand, thanks to the British 
Petroleum and now trying to 
purchase identity and national 
pride in their desert land by bribing 
the foreign governments and 
companies to change the name of 
the Gulf from Persian to Arabian 
Gulf! What a childish idea? that 
body of water since ancient times 
was always called Persian Gulf 
when Persia was a large country 
and even today Iranians do not 
refer to it as Persia! This silly 
dispute started with Jamal abdol 
Nasser of Egypt when he resented 
the Shah of Iran in 1950s who was 
the power in the area after the 
British had left, and continued later 
with Saddam Hossein who did not 
care for Mr. Khomeini of Iran. 
Both Nasser and Saddam used to 
call it "Arabiab Gulf'. 

Perhaps the name change is on 
the Auction block and whoever 
pays more such as BBC or other 
commercial companies, they shall 
be given the license to operate their 
business in the Gulf States!! 

Is this why BBC has joined the 
carnival and gets paid for the name 
change? Perhaps soon we shall see 
the English Channel re-named 



French channel if a company pays 
the cartographers more for the 
name change! And so on and so 
off! 

I hope you and the BBC 
maintain your true identity and 
authenticity at all times with 
quality broadcasting and proper 
internationally recognized names 

and references and stay away from 
petty childish dispute of low class 
merchandise dealers. 

With many thanks for your 
attention and consideration, I 
remain 

yours truly 
lalal Mahdavian, MD FACS 
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Sistan and Baluchestan requested physicians in a variety of specialists 
from the University. Matini traveled to the provinces with a medical 
team to assess their needs. 

8. During the trip he had the opportunity of inspecting a Literacy 
Corp school. During the visit, he became aware of the importance of the 
free food program in attracting students in Sistan and Baluchistan 
provmce. 
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Memoire of Years of Service 
(part 4) 

J alai Matini 

In a prevIOus issue of the journal, Matini described the circumstances 
under which he became the chancellor of Ferdowsi University in 
Mashhad (/ranshenasi, Vol. XVIII, No, 4). For an audience, I was 
ushered into the Shah's Niavaran Palace along with the Minister of 
Sciences and Higher Education. After the audience with the Shah, we 
went to the Prime Minister's office for a meeting with him. In the article 
ofthis issue ofthe journal, Matini addresses the following points: 

1. Meeting with the governor of Khorasan concerning the issue of 
whether Matini had a message for him, he was to get in touch with the 
governor directly not through another party. In the past, the interference 
ofthird parties would cause problems for the chancellor. 

2. Two members of the educational staff at the medical faculty 
complained about Matini to Alam, the Minister of the Court; through 
explanations it became obvious to the Minister that the complainants had 
ulterior motives. 

3. Agriculture Faculty were founded two years earlier, and according 
to its program students should work in farms in their junior and senior 
years of study. The university was not able to obtain a farm for the 
Agriculture students in Mashhad and its vicinities, then Shah ordered to 
move this faculty to another city of Khorasan, and this was very difficult 
for university. 

4. Before the Shah's visit to Mashhad, the Prime Minister informed 
them of the Shah's command this way: You will no longer propose 
anything that requires a budgetary decision directly. 

5. Carrying out this order for the University was difficult; professors 
hired to staff the Agriculture Faculty stated that if such a faculty was 
placed anywhere but Nishapur, they would transfer to Pahlavi University 
in Shiraz en masse. Therefore it was necessary for the Shah himselfto 
act on the matter. 

6. After the report on the farm in Nisahpur had been prepared with 
careful research and communicated to the Shah, he said absolutely 
nothing about carrying it out. Acting against protocol, Matini asked him 
directly and eventually received a positive answer. 

7. By the Shah's order the Red Lion and Sun hospital at Chahar 
Bahar was given to Ferdowsi University, and the University dispatched a 
surgeon and an anesthetist to the hospital. Cities in the province of 
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called, in effect a literary manifesto. The work was published in Shiraz 
as the Salarnameh after Mirza Aqa Khan's death. In that publication a 
satire of Naser ai-Din Shah and poetry in praise of Iran as well as the 
poem on the writing of poetry were censored. 

The author examines the three parts of the Nameh-ye Bastan. The 
masnavi in it is written in the motaqareb meter, and, though its language 
is simple, it is loaded with historical and geographical tenns not of 
Persian origin. A section of 122 lines in praise of Iran has been added to 
the poem. This section goes into detail about the glorious past of Iran. 
Seraj also stressed that such praise of Iran is one of the basic subjects of 
the poetry of the Constitutional period. In addition to Mirza Aqa Khan, 
such poets as Adib al-Mamalek Farahani, the laureate Bahar, Ashraf al
Din Gilani, 'Eshqi, 'Aref, and F arrokhi of Yazd followed his path in 
writing in this vein. He harshly criticize Nasser ai-Din Shah and 
suggests the path that Shah has to take in order to salvage Iran. 

The Progressive Auxiliary Particle 
in the Angali Dialect * 

Koorosh Angali 

Although the progressive particle in Persian verbal conjugation is mi, in 
both present and past tenses (classical persian hami, mi<hame, me 
respectively; v. Gilbert lazard, La Langue des plus anciens monuments 
de la prose persane (Paris: 1963): pp. 112-13,349-54,357-93; Hom, 
Paul, "Neupersische Schriftsprache," Grundriss der Iranischen 
Phi/%gie, Vol. 1.2 (Strassburg 1898-1901): pp 89b, 150), it is nonnal 
for the colloquial Persian (and occasionally even fonnal Persian) to 
precede this particle with a conjugated from of the verb dastan ~b 'to 

have', in the present and the past continuous tenses; e,g., daram mi 
ravam pres. prog. '1 am going'. dastan mi raftam past. prog. '1 was 
going' (instead of just mi ravam, mi raftam). A particle with the same 
function as dastam is used in the Angali dialect as hasey, which neither 
is a verb nor (accordingly) is it conjugated. In the present paper this 
particle is discussed. 

Keywords: mi, hami particle, present tense, past tense, dastam. 

, The abstract is prepared by the author. 
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Living as a Wolf in Bakhtiari Mythology: 
A Study in Cultural Anthropology 

Bijan Shalunoradi 

One of the common elements in the ancient mythology of the Iranians 
(Indians), Romans, and Gennans is the motif of "becoming a wolf." 
Some scholars are of the belief that victorious Iranian forces brought this 
motif to Europe. Wolf transfonnation is a sign of the wolf god. This 
mythology symbolized a living by war, and to gather necessities oflife 
outside the framework of the law. 

It appears that the Bakhtiari were among the groups that believed in 
the cult of the wolf god. Of course, today no one among them 
remembers the myth. However, the rites associated with the wolf and 
his existence that remain are enough to convince us of the fact that the 
myth ofthe wolf and the rites associated with the cult existed among the 
Bakhtiaris of old. 

Shalunoradi goes into detailed analysis of the traces of wolf cultism 
among the Bakhtiaris. 

Exploring the Poetry of Mirza Aqa Khan 
Kermani in Three Works: 

Rezvan, Reyhan, and Nameh-ye Bastan (2) 

Chahin Seraj 

Reyhan was written by Mirza Aqa Kham Kennani in Trabzon in 1896. 
The fact that he was trying to write this book in the contemporary style 
of Europeans, indicates that the author intended to create a new style. 
Despite the fact that the book differs from the Rezvan of Kennani, it is 
closer to it than to his other works. 

Nameh-ye Bastan or Salarnameh was written in Trabzon ten years 
after Reyhan in a style that differs completely from it. It is in three parts. 
The first deals with the history of Iran before Islam. The second part 
contains patriotic poetry and poetry in praise of Iran as well as poetry 
describing Iran's situation and circumstances in the Mirza Aqa Khan's 
time. The third part is on writing poetry and being a poet and can be 
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historical matierials; and third, it interprets the verses on the basis of 
ideas and theories of the Sufis. 

One of the primary issues in the interpretation of the Qoran, 
especially during the first six centuries of Islam, surrounded the mythical 
import of the creation story. The views of the sects and schools of 
Islam vary on the issue, especially thc views of the two important 
schools the Ash'aris and the Mutazilites. Meybodi was a Shafi'i mystic, 
whose ideological leanings toward the Ash 'ari view are very plain. His 
book evinces basic differences with what has been said before on the 
creation of humankind. 

The author examines Meybodi's ideas on creation under few 
headings. 

A Glance at the Poetic of the Shahnameh * 

Mahmoud Omidsalar 

This paper crItIques the unfortunate trend that begans in Modem 
Persian poetry from the first part of the twentieth century, and has led 
to a profound vulgarization of this art form. This trend is an outcome 
of the colonial experience of the Iranian intellectuals, especially the 
left-wing, who indiscriminately absorbed and applied western literary 
standards to Persian letters. That which was western was by definition 
good and reasonable, and that which was rooted in tradition was 
reactionary, old-fashioned, and wrong. As the "modernists" gained the 
upper hand, Persian poetry degenerated into such a state that nowadays 
practically anyone can publish any piece of nonsense that is arranged in 
long and short sequential lines as poetry and get away with it. Poets of 
classical period by contrast, were not only craftsmen, but were also 
quite learned in a vast nwnber of disciplines, a knowledge of which 
was required for those who wanted to make a living as court poets. 
They were very careful in their use of gratmnar and syntax, and often 
paid special attention to details that are no longer a matter of even 
knowledge by the modem "poets" in Iran. Taking Ferdowsi as an 
example of a fine classical poet, the paper investigates the use of verbs 
in the Shahnameh scene that Esfandiyar's fatal injury is described 
which demonstrates Ferdowsi's attention to detail in composition. 

, The abstract is prepared by the author. 
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the missionaries as beneficiaL because they brought modem education to 
Iran when all the country had was a medieval educational institution. 

He notes that despite the efforts of missionaries in Iran, very few 
Iranian Muslim became Christians. But after the Islamic Revolution and 
the establishment of the rule of Ayatollahs, more than a million Iranians 
emigrated. Some of them, because they blamed Islam for what happened 
to them during the Revolution (namely, losing all their wealth and 
property or becoming refugees), became Christians and some of them 
(fewer) gravitated to Zoroastrianism. Because many of these did not 
know the languages of their host countries, church groups set up 
organizations that would aid them. The author has investigated these 
churches on the internet and found that their number exceeds more than 
one hundred only in one website, among them are: The Iranian Christian 
Church, the Persian Christian Church of ... etc. In place were the munber 
of Iranians justified it, independent Christian churches or a separate 
section of existing churches was devoted to Iranian affairs was set up. 
There are a l1lunber of Iranian priests in these churches with Iranian, 
Islamic names. This is the first time in Iranian history when numbers of 
Muslims have converted to Christianity and other religions - all thanks to 
the Islamic government of Iran. 

On another front, an offical of Qom seminary acknowleged that 
underground churches exist in Iran. He said activities of Christians, 
Sufis, and even Wahhabis are widespread, some of them taking place in 
private homes. So conditions that prevail in Iran today have paved the 
way for Saudi Arabia and its Wahhabi fonn of Islam to be active in the 
country. 

The Third Time: The Story of Creation 
according to Meybodi 

Zahra Taheri 

The Persian literature and language section of the University of Tokyo 
has put the third part of Meybodi's Kashf al-Asrar ("Uncovering the 
Secrets"; ed. by Ali Asghar Hekmat) on the internet. 

The work is the most detailed mystical exegesis of the Qoran in 
Persian and was begun in 1136. This great work "explains" the Qoran in 
three ways: first, it translates the verses of the book into articulate 
Persian; second, like other traditional exegesis based on hadiths and 
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The Churches of Iranians Abroad 
and Underground Churches in Iran 

J alaI Matini 

The lead article of this issue is devoted to Iranian churches. The author 
makes several points in his introduction. He notes that he respects all 
religions and their followers, provided they do not claim to be superior 
over other faiths and their followers. He has read the holy books of 
many faiths and even traveled to India some years ago. There he visited 
a Hindu temple and found people worshipping with the same devotion 
Shiites display in when making pilgrimages to the holy shrine in 
Mashhad, where the Eighth Imam is buried. He also believes that just as 
practitioners of other religions have the right to change their faith, so 
should a Shiite be able to become Christian, for example, without having 
their blood declared "shedable." He mentions that he is aware of the 
fact that American missionaries have been coming to Iran since the time 
of Fath'ali Shah. The first American school was founded in 1834, 
followed by other schools and hospitals in later years. They were 
followed by French and British missionaries. During that time, despite 
the fact that the Shiite Mojtaheds (sources of religious authority) could 
have objected to these schools, where the Bible was being taught, they 
did not. It was only after Reza Shah came to power (1924), that, 
restrictions were placed on these institutions, and later, were shut down 
completely. The reason for this was that Reza Shah was opposed to any 
foreign influence in Iran. The writer adds that he viewed the activities of 

* All translations. unless otherwise stated. are by Paul Sprachman. 
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