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Franklin Publication Inc. - \ 

Franklin Book Programs - r 

Franklin Official purposc as stated in its Certificate of Incorporation was to: 
publish and diseminate the printed words to people of the world outside the 
United States, to stimulate interest in and promote the freedom, dignity, and 
welfare of mankind; and to convey to them the knowledge and information 
relating to the people of the United States; and to stimulate interest in the 
history, government, culture, economy, technology, science and learning of 

-r 



the people of the United States. 

cf'?.1 ,~~ jl6J.r. 

Franklin Book Programs, 1920-1978 (bulk 1952-1977): Finding Aid. 

Franklin initially shied away from textbook publishing because "imperialist _\ 

poisonning of the minds of children" was easy fodder for anti-American 

propagandists. However, at the request of the Ministeries of Education of 

Afghanistan and Iran, Franklin began a textbook program in 1957. 

,~~ 0c.... jl6J.r. 

The President of Franklin stated in a November 1968 memorandum to the 

board of directors that although the translated book programs had assisted 

local publishers, it had not a major influence on the development of 

indegenous publishing, and was not a significant factor in educational and 

economical development. It was a relatively low-volume high-cost program 

that required a burden some subsidy. 

-0 

,~~0c....jI6J.r. 
In November 1977, in response from Smith about the future of Franklin, _>-

founding board member, George Brett, then eighty-four years of age, wrote 

sadly, "Alas! our, shall I say, hidden fight against Communism has not 

produced the effects to that we all wanted:. He worried that country was going 

"soft on communism" and that the world was in "greater danger today than it 

was when many of us started fighting against the creeping paralysis. 

~?.I ,~~ jI 6J.r. 

Pulishing American Values: The Franklin Programs as Cold War cultural diplomacy. 

One of Sanati's most important achievements was in gaining the interest of -y 

Sayyed Hassan Taghizadeh, at the time president of the Senate and the 

acknowledged leader of Persian intellectual life of the older generation. With 

Taghizadeh's help, Sanati was able to enlist the participation of some of the 

most outstanding public figures and intellectuals as translators and in other 

ways .. 

US-Iran Cultural Diplomacy Report. ,~~ jl6J.r. 
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J ~ c......j jj lSjJlj J 15L,j) lSlf. ~l.-::;. J lSI ~ J J.S l.5" c......ly. ~ 

fiJk "jl..GJk v~j jj )jOl .0 c......1 ~Jj ~ ..;A . .0 j\5" jj ~1y.jL, 

J lS~f...r..j ..u.L, .0 ~ 0T J c......1 ..s..G1 ~ (u}hi = ) lS~; lSlf. '~l:-­
J v..J.A... c...... lSI ~ .j)j lSb- lS..G J~ jJ J J\ jI lSI oj f., o\.::, jj ,..J...::.~ ~ f... 

"-iy-i» L, 0..J...::. jj <V olj jI «JI» .0 J..I k:_--::-"T 15 J 0L..T c...... lSj\) .0 JI ~ l.5"'~j 
/-

J..I !"-:~ . ..cl j)j tJL..L.;::.j\5" <V j~ jy. ~ v..J.A... ~.j J j)..G tJL;.~ «lSj~ 

..r..~li Oj~ lS4--J~ jI ~. 01)rjJj j£ jj jy. J..I .01~Y' ,c..5 j jO 0IA~.j ~ 

~ J }:jj .0 j y IJj Ij c..5 jjO 01}.~.::.j .0 ~ ~ .jjJT ..u.~. Ij tJL..L.. ($-IJjl...) 
/-

J..I ,\..b "-:~ ~j f. 0J)1 ,olj J..jI . ..l:..:.5"" lSjJb J ~ lSj~ "-iy-i ~ Ij oL;. )j.? 

jj jy. o~~ \; (civil=) lSjp oJ.J J..j . .J.:....oJ~ lSlf. lS~f.L" ..J...::. lSI "-:~ ~ 
- I~ . , •• <-~ 'jJ IjJj iL:>-...:.;bL: J ,.J.:....o J~ j~ J..I ~ -0l:-- '<..J"'"!, . ..GjL.. jj,:..-I Ij c......l:-- 4., 

..u....u, )..Glf. j~ J .....:...Ij f., lS4-:jL...Ali ,~L;.j~ ? y. 0l:-- 0T ) J ,\..bj~ ~j 

'~J)I ~ ,jjJT J j)JT ..:.......;1..,.; l.5" 

£J d.0 £ ( ) <.. j (\. .0 ~T j ., ~ .... ,~ i H . -\"'\'\ r-:. ..r ..r.. f. ., Y ~ .r; 

}_<AjO Ij JI J .j\) J..I f. OjjL.f f. jy lSI c.,:;..) ,-:-,-,-"1 0T r£ J . ..J...::. o.::.:S 1.5-"""1 

tJl.t.:j J'~ «i.J4·~ jj-"..;A» f. J ~£ (j~ =)«~ ;'1..,)) f. .0~ ~ . ..G..GIy. 

~..;A .j ~ j\5" jj 0Ij~.j c......j 4-:J \..bjl~.Jj J..I W jj .0 c......1 J..I jj ~ .~ 

j.Y' ~ iv..j ~ .J...oT )j.? ~ J..j ) lS).·l .... ~. i li ~ ,\..b .0 y-i <\..o.JIl jj ~ J f 'j\5" 

o ~ ~ .j y o~ Oj~ 0Ij~) lS)..G1 c......j lSlf. lSI 0..J...::. 0l....1.4J> J c.,:;. Y ~ 
.~ -

L: J ,j Y oJ...:...i ~ l: c.,:;. y 01).:-:':.j lSjI.·lil c......j ~Ij IJj lSlf. lSI 0)..G1 J ~.I 

dyl.5" j\) jj ($-IJjl..) 01..jL.. 0Jjj ) ~ lS~j .J.:....oJ~ lS~J.J c......j i~ 
~ 1_ -?. /- ~ 

lS~.I}' J ~IJ ) .0 Lo J l.5"'l:-- ,\..b 0~1 .0 jf. 0W 01..,.; l.5" ~Jj'" 
/-

,OJ ~ lSJj ,jy. J. jj j\5" .J..j ~I..l....~ lSlf. tJl)dj \.j' ,jy l.5" 0U 

oj~IJ c..5 j jO 01).:-~) ~T J JI ~li J tJlj j \5" L, oL;. ~ tJl""; f ~. lS.J.:....oJ~ ~ 



..u.G ..J+"lo't;;. .s- o1 )..r: 0L.f 01y l.5" )~ J. I ..r: 'l5""'L.- )\.5' cf)j )) .s-
~ 

..r:)\.5' ,jI).? )) .s- 0:.1 . ..GG ~'t;;. 0~ jI ..u.G o't;;. ))lo ,~~) ~ G. '«O)lj~\..;» 

If f .).? ~I~)G ,..0.)y-' ,,:.~ ~ 
,;:'. /- /- -

)\.5' 0~1~ .s- )..r: oW ~ o1; l.5"..G )G jjl) ~I '-:.G, ..r: J 0) ~ <.5J) 

'-.i1oL... J ~ 0:. 1 )) ll'ueIJjlo) ~ ,c........IJjlo) ,o1 ~L.../j ~ J 0~L...L... 
,;:'. -

J \...t. ...... u w ..u. G IJjlo) .s- c........1 0:.1 ~\.)-. ..;I ~ ,o1 ..r: O\.: )~ l5""'L.-

jI ~ i.5- IJjlo) ,) ~ ~'t;;. jlJlr LJ ..Gl: ~I) ) ~ )) r.).? )\.: .s- I) i.5-4f ..r:J 
/-

.)~ '!)~ ~ ,0) ~ <.5J) ,cjG . ..\.A>I~ <.5j1Jlr J ...}'..L:.:'t;;. 01) 0:.1 

:ue.IJjlo) <.5\...t. o).,.b.--I - r --..JI 

~) 0:.1 )) . ..0.1 l.5" i.5- IJjlo) <.5\...t. o).,.b.--I ,0L.f ue dJjlo) <.5\...t. o).,.b.--I ue, )) 

'x.::......: )\.5' ": ..:.:.>I..GI <.5G:- i)..r' 0l:-- )) J /j J ue.~ ~ 0~L...L... .s- \...t. o).,.b.--I 

:).? )\.: o1;' l.5" I) \...t. .0:.; 0:.1 o~.J ~ 

..u.l: .s- c........40lJ. ,..\.A» l.5" <.5J) .s- ~I w '<.5)b) -~ J <.5)Jl: -~ -\ 

Irc........1 0..G 0)""'; jl: ~, jI ,« ~ Y r» )) 0..Y; , .. \.Jl» <.5J) 

~Y ~, o1 ..r: 0)y' o't;;. .s- c........ <.5)1;; J ~. jI 0"y; ,..GG o't;;. ~~ o't;;. -r 

!c........ JI ~ jI JI ..::....:;.; ~ ,c........1 

jI .s- ~ o1 .(o1));..:.1 <.5Y' jI c........~. J )I)IJ..>. c........ ~ ~'t;;. - r 
/-

<.5Y' jI ..GIY LS" ,o..u.))..r: J o~.J c........ <.5)1;; ~ J ~ ,)~ .s- ,c........1 )1;; J ~ 0:.1 

.. ,r- II . ,.r- - .f -
«)>> 0~ 01) jI)1.:> J. I ·)r o~..r: <.5.l..Alr ~ J 0..0.)-> o1 cj\.:)) <.51..r: IJ..>. 

jI)-:! 01.s- )jI) <.5 1 ..... \..; cJ.:-:I )~ ,o't;;.)j j ~I~~..rt' . ..\.A» LS" <.5J) JI "-: 

. c........J I «<.5)~.~» 

0:.1 )) .s- ,..i..S ~) I) oW ~ Y ~. jI ~~b. ..GIY l.5" .s- c........1 o't;;. 4-;; - f 

~ ..u.1)) ~ ~ .., ~)/j ~..rt' ,~ <.5)J) J )1) 0\.p, o1 J 0\.p, 

. ..L:.jtr)j-: J o't;;. .s- ,) y. ..\.A>I~ ~ 0L...) j"j 

:~ <.5\...t. o).,.b.--I - r--..JI 

.s- ~~ <.5\...t. o).,.b.--I <.5/ ~jG <.5 1..r: I) 01) ,o1 ~.r.. LJ ~ <.5).)';;"" J) 0)..r: ';/G 

~jl/I» :)ri ,~I) ~lJ. J~, 0\.p, i)..r' <.54-->Jj ~ 0l:--)) ~ J f 
0\.p, <.5b. ~ jI ~ jl/I» J ,«c........ <.5. 1)yt>1 ~ jr ,~jl..r:.I» ,«c........1 0\.p, c...:,\..; 

r- 10 - -
'-.) <.5)..c:.....J) ,\...t. o).,.b.--I J.I..Gr.; .01..L:.j1o J «c........1 ..r:-~ o1 )) J---!.j J .T+: 



.~ 1m 'Ib( ~, (i r" --ll' 1'('·;-.) 5': (I' , (,,,,'-' II~I' :>' ~ ( ....r 

~ ,d: 51(1'i;. , 5 ,(, ~ 

0< "1:"1';5'1 51:>' ,.5l 5 c 

{"I:"I';5'1 (" ':;\' 'I:-::V ,.S1 -:;T , i ' 51~5' ':;\' ,;:/5' "(' 5' r" ...... 5' ~ 
- 1<::'\( I~'~ ':;\' ~" -:;T' (" 1m (, .r 1~1~ , 5"" ,(5"'5' 0<"1:"1;.5', 'I 

~ ~ ~ 

"'ir:'.fro 5' p I'" 1"''-' ~ ,( .~~ l...-.:f(' 15'/,';..5lI~J'I.-::" :' .1(5'1«-:' ~ ~-

''I~r:' "r,,.S1, ;. .... ::.{5' (" 1';.0 51''1''') "5' rI (~ r" ''-1:"1(5' '1(' 51~ ''1,5' ("'l~I" r-<: ~ ~ 

:":' ~ ,.5l ~c ~ I~ 51' I''':.lr:' '('I'~ ,;.0 , r-<: 1"I:r~ 0<4.-::." 

:=-',5' ""'l....s> 9' , ''Ii;. '1"')5' 1r:' (I '51~ 5" '~ r" ('~ ':;\' ,.-':.r (':r' (" 

11~r:' 'I (" --lr:' :'('I~ «5'5' -:"II~» (=O<"I:"I'1r:' ~rr(' ~'I'Ir:') 

~-9( ('(5': 

9'('(5' 11~r:" 

,,5' (" ," "I ~, ~ "-(' '(1~ ~'1' ~(, 15' (I:.:>' ,() -:;T ('( 51' ~: -
r:5'-'i;. l:r~ 5' ~ (" «5'(/"1';5'1» (WSllBw'3BJd) ,;;~ 11~r:' I~' r" .r 

'I 1m ~, ~ ,.5l'l'" 5' 1;.0 (,-(' ro ~ (" ....r ?' b(,5' (=~) , 

j-'I( 5'r:' ('~ ,'0l'Ir:'" 51( 9('-(:r.f" ~ (,("r~ "r,J ~ 

Q-"r1 I ~ c--::',~ ,m , l...-.:f'" -.) .. 

...... 5' {"I('I';5'1 , :5 751r:' 'Ie--::-. "Ir:" 
~ ~ -

~-"I 'I~ '~"I'(5' ~"" (,~ ...... :: .. )'I"')5' :'r,,:', ';5'1" ';5'1, ~l' lr'\' (" -.~ ;.-' 

'Ie--::-. r" {"I('I';.5' , 
- .,.1-''-1 :rl~ .r.fro 5(~ (" ,';.0 .--s (" ...... 5' ~'5'7511' (=lSIJOdlp) /' /"' /"' /" / 

,1-.1(, 1'(~5' (=,,~"'q(5') ,;..5l (,~ , '~(" I' 

"1('(5' ,($>' 

\-(I~ r (=(.:r~) , r-r ~ (q'5' (";..5l, r" ,~ ~"'I'1r:' ,.,./ ' ~ 

"':r' (" ...... ';5'1 .1(, "" , (" ,';..."..r ...... 5' 'I :' ~ "~5' '~ lr'\(' I r:' ~ "c .) -
r,(" ' r" ~~ "c I~ II~(' ,( 1;.0 (.-::.:. I'«(':r' ,-~(, :' Ir:'~...::..r :;....----?' 

1 ~ (" 11~r:" ,;'0 '" I( '" 51('1"')5' Ir:' ,( r-:;-'(,(5'.rQ 51' 51':"5' ~-:' -/" ~ 

,..:.., -,m: 

.';< ~ ':;\' '" ..::+" (I .~ ,( ~1~,.5l 5 c 

H>' 1r'1(' ~,....,." ~b( ~ ~rr' 'ir H 



Sheer) «,-;-,L <.5'..1./ ..,I))"» jI i~ L..c .) 0Lc~I).1)~ f. (~) <.Sj.1) l.S', 

.1) 1.1 01 ~ /' .) r-i (.5' ";1,:.1./ ) Y o~. otr ) c::........l>- (.5' f. (Pragmatism 

~I.1 ~ r-~ .) c::........1 01 otr ---C.I ~ .. ..G) y. 0..Gl:. X ~) _J...L.:.....A) jI ~ X 

01 L....)) ~ 1.1 )y:>- o)rA .) )y. \..t.~ 01 ~~. "'-:~ ~ \; .jL..L.. <.5'..1))\,,) 

) J:-- .) ,..,I))" ,).;:.3.1 .jl:.~ j-} ) )y:>- (..::...jl..l.,o=) <.S)';:.3.1 c::........I.1 f. . ..G\.:k.i (.5' 

\)y. O)? <.S~. i).J":)j o~ ci..r....L, ) J.:y:>- ~~ d <.S)~"-ir-i I,: )y:>- /'.J 
o.1..,k..-1 - ~I 

- /- ,;:: 
0)\) c::........) jI «)) 0lS' )) ~ ,0.1~1 .1) 01.A:b. <.S~ W I,: «~» - \ ~I 

,~) 01J:--;. j.:, .) y. J.:y:>- /,Iy:>- ~ <.S~ ) <.S..y.Lj ')) jI ~ .~ .1 tr j).1 0 ~ 

L5.1~ ) ..5.:,.1 .) ,~.,; .ss)tr oLS )1 f. 0).1)1 0)..r::' o.1..,k..-1 jll.1 ~ oLS c:r..1 

\y . ..::.....::.\) ~).1j-......A> 

i)/, 0l:--.1) 0U <.S1f. oL(~ ) o~t-:- O)~ IJ.>. 1.5\.-:-.1) 1.1 )y:>-~ -r ~I 

!) y. ~ -......A> ) y:>- .jL..L.. ol:. ')j «r"» j)rl 0~j ~ .)~ f. 

L5I.r. ~./ 'O).1y:>-~ 01).1)w jI (..r....L,L ~ ..J+" =) .j\..t.l:. - r~1 

)r->- ....; r-i L5If. ,..\.:.:.....Iy:>- L5.1\.: )1 jI 0) f. ol:;. ~) "-! J.:.Y:>- ~I ) ..5.:,.1)1 l5-\.:j~ 
1.5) 01 f. 0))1 ,)y. O)~ (..r....L,L ~ =) «j:Y,!» il..; )y:>- f. .) (iHA- Cl ,\') 1.3) 

.) y. O)~ ~ ..r..j ~ ~ 1.1 «~....; ..:..+--"» ,).::.3.1 c:r.. 1 ~ 

:..G) r.i «o)lj ~L» .) ~b (.5' 0LS l5- 1.1 .jL..L.. 0\..t.l:. W 0l:-- jI "-' - f ~I 
/-

)1 ~~) ,)y. o)lj L.).1 .1)\.. L5Y jI .) (iClV,\-Cln) «01)~";1 ,~ )r->-» 

i.1~ ) j-" /' ,)1 ~\.-:- ) .........:, ~) )) .) r.i -.rJ~ L5 I.1\.: ~ '1.5)) .1P .1) 1.1 

) .1)~ ..r..) (.5') r 1.1 0L) j .jL..L.. 0tr.1--" ) ,~ o)lj .s j <.S.1)\.. jI .) (i Cl'\· -ClV,\) 

) 01~..G1 r.?.r. .~ ~ )y:>- 0l}y>1..r.:; c::........) ~ ol:. c:r..1 !..G)r (.5' 0LS ~ 

-JL..L.. ol:. ~I) 'U::-' Y . ..GI "'::"""';1) ..; j f. .1~ jI <.S./ )1) ~ 1.1 )1 (.5')L.1 0tr ..l:...-.:"; 

f <" ? f IV. c::........ ~l:-- 1.1 )1 .1)\.. ~Iy r.? f..u c::........1 (irCl r . -rrr) i Y ).r ) j: ul..r..I.1) 

. ..GL..L:...:::. (.5' 

J~ 1-,,'; 'J)4) n'h '-'"" ,.LOC "...+'» ~ cs"~ )J.-,~ ))Z ~l,;o :):1 <.:.;,~ - .r.1.r. -,!C ~>':' -T ) , 

J> cf)~.? ) JIS' J)I...i---" .s' '---" )J.-,~ lS~):1 'lSJbJ J" J JIS' J" ,VS J" lSl.r. cs0..T -lSI 'J;""'I L) 



jI,.? J)\5' J )b) J c5'--" <;r' «-'c e» «(110 tempora 0\.,.j ~_Ij jJ) ,J) jJ)~) «ibJll5' J j~T l5' jJ))) 

<;r')) I) '-'cJ.; J-I,y «c5'.;.I)) .ci~ ..G>:; J-.r. 04c:- '-' 0L;1 \; ,y ,,~ ~ /' J 0\.,.j ~ )' 0~j 

.0 "c?'~)) J .Ge «c5-'-;-"C)) -'c e 'y' ~~ )' cJj /' r" ~ J-I )' 'U--:r'Iy' if (archetype) "c5'~ 

.~j.r. c.......\ «~L;» ".: ........... 1 ol.!. «))t....)) 

.jL.....c J -:--1 01~c «I..> ..:15')) )' «I,f' ')>,,1)) 01 e ~ 0el )' '«lcJ,cl ye '.;.1)) ~ ,~~ - I" 

r" «I..> ..:15')) ~~ .r. I) «I,f' ')>,,1)) cJl y ....... J «~ .rP)) J' ".rP '.;.1)) c54-:::. Cl y 0l,.- c51 ~ r" ~ 

Jv) -:--1 -'-;-"C ~)e), .0 0T .0 ,-:--1-,,:- r") ~ J' J-I ~e_ J-:.:: \.,. -'c' '-' ~/' .u~), 01y if ~J) '-' 

.,jI, c5)li ),\.,. J .01) 'JL... 0j c5)LS:; J 

.-:-- cS-\::...JI J 0\::...e cr)i> c5,,~)T)) <;l,.- cr)i> -.:.j '«.r.I)) - I 

J.;j\.,. J .ol,.r' c51..»b)), ,«.o\":'nj') 'Y!.J '-' 'c?j)J c5~T )' c5.rP L) ~..G\"'je j~ 'jJ.r'I- ~ J 0 

u--: ,-:--1 jI..G~ 'r" 'J .r..i;.c ..;.rJ JI 0~ c5'.r' /' ,.or' c5 lf .~L:.je 01y if 0L,;1.r. 1 0l,.-), I) 0T 

,-:-,l::))) '-' . .s:, .«,y ~ 0j J--., <f)~ 01..>L:, ~)) .0 -:--1 0W -:--)' .0 «-:-- c?-:. '.r' 0r- ~ ~» 

.~ :, J\r J \~ ,JL,;I, ,-:-,l::) '(\J"-'-'-' 

.01;r.- J -:--1 d y \":' -:--.r.,.,....,.0 c5'.r' 0~ ,-:--I.rP 'y' ~~)' c5'.r' /' J-:.:: J-I), c5J) /' ~ 

.0 ,L:, u--: .01 J.;j\.,. J .t.cS ~f -'c e 01J--., ) J-:.; I) 01,.,...., J--., J 0\":' )'~ -S .d 0~).,::.,:.~ 0l,.-), ,.or' c51.r. 

0J)' c5J.:.o ,,) '-' 0\::....r..rP ~ J ~ c5~~ ) cs"I5'T c5 lf .-:--1 «01.rP .rP» ,-:--1 01,.r' w jI ';J". 
- -

""I,T J..s::....,L:.. ~ 0~)) c5~ ,\1"10,01* "Ij)'c J)f,~'; ,I;:,.. U=1,T :J)\.,. (0)j\"')J:"'.s:, ,cJ\.,.jL... 

.\I\A-' ..r-" 'Y!.J '" "0~ -.:.L j>-I.r')) J «jI,.,....,1 J 

~ /' '-'c l..:..: 0!J--., c5)~ jI jL,; l5' J .r..i;. c ~ ,L:, .0 J.:..:::.I, )~ c5 IJ.r. 0L,.:..:.-\.,:.,o )15' jJ) jI r" -v 

,~ J') ,)L....., c5-4--' ~,; ,~~ i.5JY-~/ CoJ/::.r. l5' '0~f :~ .s:, ., Yo if r-! )' J-J..Gj J 0~ }'I 

!.G ~ ,L:, 0\"') ~ ,..GI..» 0.G ~ ) ~ e,"";)' I) ,L:,.0 01 ,\"-0· ..r-" ,\rVV 01.* ,(I ~ 

I) 1..>..:15' '\::...JI 0L...L:.)\5' .\ J.:.o ,~, 01..> L:.....,. ,y. d' ,\\"01 ,01* "JI,)y' ";jlJ ,1..>":15' :~ .s:,-A 

,I· ~ d' ,\rV\ ,01* 'L:Jj-" ... I.:..:.;/J :~~ 'c5)~ JI :'-! .s:, .or' c5 lf . .c..,.,L:. if ~')j , y' ;'J,.,...., 

. I..> \;15' ,4'15' 

;-:--1 .rP ,J.r' J J..Gj )' ~\.,:.,o ,L:,-, 

I) , y' ,..Gly' 01'.;.1 -:--Iy' I) , y' jI,.? J )\5' w (~) J)f, ..; y-jl, ,.or' c51J". :J..Gj )' -

J-A,e:; c5J) J-I jI . ..G~L..; if U::'j f 01'.;.1 ~~ J jlJ)\5' I) ~y' ~ J--., ~ ...GI'if «c5'.;.I)) 

/- ,7 
'cs"L) '-'cL:, J l.5"L:c...L:, cr)je 0\.,.jL... ~) ";1 "?Jj; 0~ o \.,.j L...» l5'~f iDWl> I) c5J (c?' ~ y~) 

)' .0 "L:, «..;j)) J «~)) :u~), 01y if ~J) ~ .b.J iff ,L, 01 0W)5' f.0 ifc jI (-SIJL... 

«~y\5'» cr;1y')' .c:,(; J-I \.,. -'c' ~ .,jI, c51 ,jlJI J. ..;j J ~ 01)~ ~I, ~ .rP 'cJl.r.1 01'.;.1 0l,.­

-H'..r-" ,\rAV ,01* ,~A J ~V ~}-.. :, 'r'" JL... '(J,J" J:::...~:~.s:, .-:--I"bl }')\5' ~ ~ r" ~ 

.c5,Ir-"L:, 0;": '«!)Y 01jJ) ,Ij)) ,~n 

01 0y'" ~ ,J)f, ..;).? )j 0~ ,-:--1 ,jI>".? ~ ~k<> 01..>L:, w ,~I}J..Gj jI u--:-



y,\v 

~) ,L;, cSl>- (0f'.r.5'=) «,L;, j» ·;~.,.h--I jI .0 ,..:.--1 ,~ r' .r. ,~ JI jI .r: jl..>L;, W J ';'Y.)) 

r-" \.. ~>tj)~ \:; ';'Jl,.--~ .J.:1 ~ JJC .~I '~.r. J ,~ ~) '';'Jl,.-- jY.'-'-" ".t.:. cJl.r. 1 J cJlf_1 cSl..> ,~.,.h--I 

WV-W'r ...r'-" ,In, ,jlft' ,\'r "'~) ,jYJY'~ ,~r;I),~..sv .~I ,~~ 

,\1"\V ,jlft' 'P) "'~ (\ ~ ,-<1:- J) ')JI))Y, .;.)J ,t... ~ ,,,,..sv .))).ol>- «If"» ,~ J'.rP cSJ~ f" ~ 

. .;.I.ol>- jI.0 «~ .rP» \T ~ \ ;))'.Ir\ J" J",-J if JI)~.;.J J ~ jI .0 V JeJ T ;))' ,\W J" 

/- r. /- - /-
~;- ,jl;.l? ,j\..~ ':.r:-.;-:f ~ '--"'~)Y ')4>~}' «<';L.....I» f_j.0 cJ:-'j.r..o r-" ,I~ ..;.!..iS~) ,L;, .;.~~ 

\0 ,.;.~~ ~J jY.'-'-" ,~I ~ jy;- I..>~J J-I y; .\'r0 J" ,\'rV\ ,jlft' ,T "'~ (\ ~ ,-<1:- J) 'i4. u-:" 
/- f /- - -

)1-; "jI~1 r-" j-..,> J f <':'L;, J) C ,~ <.;}' J-I .0 ,jl.?"-) J ';'Y.)) ~}' jY.'-'-" . ..:.--1 ~ jl <';1.:..1 

,~ /-

·iY ~ j\o~~) 'cS~~ .}-'>J.i; if--'> ~>::; ,«~» ~..sv y; .~I.rP )~~) .oj)'? ,~~~ 

.~I~ j~)1 j~~) cS).:c.II~)~ '.:c.).r, 'P))':--> -\ . 
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designed to transcend the boundary of Persian per se and compare it with 

other languages in terms of certain grammatical categories, as In 

typological frameworks, or compare Persian with other languages In 

tenus of their parameters within the framework of Principle & 

Parameters. 

28 April 224 AD 
(2) 

Bizhan Shahmoradi 

The first part of this detailed article was published in a prevlOUS 

edition of Iranshenasi; this is the second part and the third will be 

published in the next edition of the journal. It examines the creation, 

four-century rule, and end of the Sasanian dynasty in Iran. The title refers 

to the date of the dynasty's founding. 

28 April is the day of the last battle between Ardavan V, the last of 

the Arsacid emperors, and Ardeshir I, who considered himself emperor 

of Iran. The battle ended in favor of Ardeshir. Shahmoradi writes that 

Sasanian rule lasted more than four centuries and, according to the 

author, not only brought about noteworthy advances during its own era, 

but also has impacted political, cultural, and social affairs of today. One 

of the questions is why had the Sasanians overthrown the successful 

Arsacid dynasty, which had ruled more than five centuries? Did Iranian 

society at the time need such an upheaval? After examining the various 

achievements of the Sasanians, the author asks: Why did they fall? He 

answers this question in detail. 



Abstracts of Persian Articles 15 

Tajiks were decorated, he writes, but there was no sign of the cloth with 

the seven things that begin with the letter "s." There was however a cloth 

containing a number of local breads and foodstuffs like goat head stew 

and chocolate. The inhabitants of the village dusted the right shoulder of 

guests with flour as a sign of hope and a blessing. It should be noted that 

Mao in the 1950s ordered all Tajik schools to be closed and that schools 

with Uyghur medium of instruction take their place. Despite the change 

in language, No Ruz is still celebrated in the region. 

The History of the Description 
of Persian Grammar"" 

A. Soheili 

The history of Persian grammar may be divided into the following 

periods, based on the grammarians' theoretical approach and the analysis 

thereof: 
1. Initial Period. Comparison of Persian and Arabic alphabets plus 

some scattered information about morphological topics and derivations. 

2. Formative Period. Traditional grammars, with a simple outline 

consisting of a description of Persian alphabet, parts of speech, kinds of 

sentences, and analysis and synthesis. 

3. Evolving Period. Comprehensive traditional grammars with 

descriptive adequacy, exploring new areas and reconstructing some older 

categories. 

4. Modern Period. Modern grammars with both descriptive 

adequacy and explanatory adequacy, based on modern linstic theories 

such as, Structural Grammar, Transformational Grammar and 

Government @ Binding. 

S. Universal Period. The grammars written in this period are chiefly 

... The abstract is prepared by the author. 
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their promotion of the idea of Iranian (Aryan) superiority over the Arabs 

(Semites) appears all the more absurd. The contradiction seems to have 

escaped the notice of most Iranians, many of whom share this 

circumstance. 

A common byproduct of this fake racial identification IS an even 

more bizarre anti-Islam ism that expresses itself in Shahnama studies by 

alleging that Ferdowsi was either not a Muslim, or if he was one, he 

hated Arabs and Turks. The rest of the paper presents evidence from the 

Shahnama and the ancillary texts of the period in opposition to this view. 

No Ruz at Persepolis and I(ashghar 

lalal Matini 

This brief article focuses on how No Ruz (New Years) has been 

celebrated in what constitutes Iranian territory today and how it was 

celebrated in lands that had been in what is known as greater Iran. The 

author points out that No Ruz had never been a religious holiday, 

however over the years, zealous Muslims have tried to eliminate it as one 

of the holdovers from the "Period of Ignorance" (i.e. before Islam). 

During the time of Stalin, they also tried to suppress the holiday because 

it was seen as a manifestation of religion in the Central Asia of the Soviet 

empire. In Turkey also up until ten or fifteen years ago, they stopped the 

Kurds from celebrating No Ruz. In the Islamic Republic of Iran 

authorities have tried to substitute the Muslim holiday Eid-e Ghadir-e 

Khom, the day when Shiis believe the Prophet Mohammad named Ali as 

the leader of the community. This year a number of Iranian youth went to 

the tomb of Cyrus at Parsagard and bombarded the tomb with flowers at 

the time of the vernal equinox (the beginning of the No Ruz holiday). 

No Ruz is also celebrated in Kashghar, now called Tashkurgan and 

located within the present boundaries of China. At the beginning of 

spring the exiled Iranian film director, Hossein Khandan, climbed the 

Himalayas to see the No Ruz festivities in Tashkurgan. The houses of the 
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Iran, Islam, and the Illiterate Intelligentsia'" 

Mahmoud Omidsalar 

This paper addresses several common misconceptions held by 

educated Iranians about their "racial" identity. Professor Iraj Afshar 

refers to these people, most of whom have no real grounding in Persian 

history and culture, by the term: roshanfekr-e cAmi, which has been 

translated here as the "Illiterate Intelligentsia." 

The most prevalent of these misconceptions is rooted in the notion 

that Iranians are "Aryans" and as "Aryans" they are inherently superior 

to the Arab "Semites" and Turkish peoples of the Middle East. This 

vulgar racial notion has been adopted from the West where it has a 

lingering and horrific history that continues on its crimson course under 

less benign labels as of this writing. Because Iran has been an Oriental 

Empire during most of her long history, and because such empires 

functioned as a political amalgamation of diverse populations of different 

ethnicities, languages, and religions, Iranians have always been a mixed 

group. Racial consciousness of the European/American variety never 

existed in Iran, and there is no need to import it. The paper argues that 

the crude racial self-definition of the Iranian "Illiterate Intelligentsia" has 

no basis in our classical literature or history. What's more, most of us 

don't know what ethnic or religious group we descend from. We neither 

know whether our ancestors were Arab, Turkish, or Hindu, nor do we 

know if they were Zoroastrians, Christians, Jews, Buddhists, or were 

practicing another of a thousand creeds that were prevalent in our ancient 

land. 

The most bizarre expression of the notion of "Iranian purity" is the 

group of 20th century historians and scholars who promoted the idea, and 

who sported the word sayyid in their names (e.g., Sayyid Ahmad 

Kasravi). Needless to say the designation sayyid implies that somewhere 

in these people's background there lived an Arab ancestor; and therefore, 

.. The abstract is prepared by the author. 
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remember that the poet's survivmg works were compiled after he 

returned from his travels and had gravitated toward Ismailism. We 

possess next to nothing of the poetry he wrote in his young manhood. 

Naser Khosrow dedicated all the praise poetry of the second period of his 

life to the Fatimid Caliph al-Mustansir (1036-94). After the poet adopted 

Ismailism in Egypt, he was appointed the "Proof of the Region of 

Khorasan" (Hojjat-e lazireh-ye Khorasan), in charge of proselytizing 

there. Most of the people and rulers in Khorasan and Transoxiana were 

Sunnis. When Naser Khosrow returned to Khorasan and started his 

mission, he met with severe opposition from all sides. He was forced to 

leave his home town and nee to Yomgan, where he lived out the rest of 

his days composing poems in favor of Ismailism and against the Sunni 

opposition. 

Generally those who have approached the topic of his panegyrics 

imagine that Naser Khosrow was opposed to panegyrics, based on the 

following verse: 

I am not one to cast precious poetic pearls before swine. 

But the fact is that he did write praise poetry and this poetry in its 

diction and exaggerated fawning is in no way different from the 

panegyrics of other court poets. One difference between Naser Khosrow 

and court panegyrists was that the latter wrote praise poetry in the 

expectation of money or gifts from their patrons, while he praised al­

Mustansir out of firm belief and devotion. Another difference is that 

most of the Persian panegyrists were Sunni and would never praise the 

Abbasid Caliph. Naser Khosrow called on the Fatimid Caliph to bring his 

army to Khorasan and give the Sunnis what they deserved. 

Then there is this question: if the other panegyric poets had written 

praise poetry the way Naser Khosrow did (given the fact that most of the 

inhabitants of Khorasan and Transoxiana were Sunni) would the political 

independence of Iran, which had started under such men as the Saffarid 

Yaqub b. Layth, have reached perfection the way it did? 
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Naser Khosrow and Panegyric Poetry 

Jalal Matini 

Naser Khosrow (1004-88), the poet from Khorasan and a zealous 

Ismaili preacher and proselytizer, occupies a high position among 

Persian poets and writers. This article examines Naser Khosrow's 

panegyric poetry and compares it to the court poetry of other panegyrists, 

especially the epithets for his patrons. The author also considers this 

point: what social, national, and political questions would be raised by 

Iranians if panegyrists of the previous ages had chosen the kind of people 

to praise that Naser Khosrow chose. 

We know from verses in his collected works that prior to making a 

seven-year journey in 1045 to Mecca, Egypt (where he turned to 

Ismailism), and to other places, Naser Khosrow was a panegyrist. He 

occupied a high position in the Ghaznavid and Seljuq courts. We must 

* All translations, unless otherwise stated, are by Paul Sprachman. 
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