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Knowledge and the Sacred . I 

... However, Nasr discloses that actual writing of the text of Knowledge and the Sacred carne -r 
as a gift from heaven. He was able to write the text of the lectures with great facility and 

speed and within a period of less than three months. they were completed. Nasr says it was 

as though. he was writing from a text he had previously memorized. 

(http://www.nasrorg/bios.html:jI) 
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The Light of Hope 

The fire of wishes flamed my heart. 

The light of hope shined in my heart. 

Through the magic of kindness, love and hope, 

Blood flowed again in the veins of my heart 

The Rope of Poetry 

I would like to hang myself. 

My job in life has finished. 

I experienced much, and I did much, 

In consumption of hope and wishes. 

I would like my rope to come from poetry 

- the poetry I have written in my entire life­

And hang myself from the rafter of poetry. 

I would like to die poetically. 
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letter? Bozorgmehr is said to have replied that the King himself had not 
been the cause of injustice, but that some of his subjects had been unjust 
to other subjects. So, if the King wanted to be considered just, he would 
have to stop his subjects from committing unjust acts. Bozorgmehr added 
that this was the function of a King, for if people behaved peacefully and 
helped one another, there would be no need for monarchs. 

The writer of the article mentions the various manuscripts of the 
"The Letter of the Dehqan and the Response" and at the end reproduces 
the text of the letter. 
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which is the national anthem "0 Iran." The corpus of his works began 
with a song called "Be nam-e u" (In his/her name) in 1930 and ended 
with the song "Silent" in 1965. Among his works that are worthy of 
praise are songs that he composed for the poems of Aref and Sheyda, as 
well as for some of the radio lyricists, and one can assert that Aref and 
Sheyda owe some of their fame and popularity to the melodies that 
Khaleqi composed for their works. 

Khaleqi believed that the tone of sadness and suffering found in 
much of Iranian music was due to the influence of the ta'ziyeh. He 
justified the funereal elements in Iranian song on historical grounds. At 
the 1961 International Congress of Music organized by UNESCO in 
Tehran he, like Vaziri, opposed those who argued that the basis of music 
in non-Western nations should never be changed. 

A Letter to the Shah 

Dariush Kargar 

Letters from the Sasanian period are part of Iranian literary history. 
Some of this correspondence is written to kings. The subject of this 
article is one of these letters titled "The Letter of the Dehqan (yeoman) 
and the Response." Despite the fact that the texts of most of the letters of 
the Sasanian period have been lost, the titles and addresses are preserved 
in the works of writers and historians of the first centuries of Islam. 

Some of the correspondence is addressed to the Sasanian King 
Khosrow Anushirvan, among which are the letters by, or ascribed to, two 
dehqans. The translation of the letter studied here, is preserved in lavidan 
Kherad. The other letter is by the dehqan Khodaparast who is a follower 
of the philosophy of Bozorgmehr (the King's counselor). One cannot be 
certain of the authenticity of the letter, because though it is filled with 
praise of the King, it also contains comments that are critical of him. The 
author believes that one cannot be certain of the antiquity of the letter 
because some of the events mentioned in it are contrived. 

Besides the praise of the King's wisdom and justice, which is 
everywhere in the letter, two subjects are worthy of comment. One of 
them is the egotism in the nature of women and the other refers to the 
role of the people in social change in Iran. 

He also writes that after the King received the letter, he called for 
Bozorgmehr, saying that he could not recall ever having been the cause 
of injustice to anyone. Why, therefore, would someone write such a 
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reported by the historian Tabari, advises Abu Muslim to put his trust in 
the Yamanis and to distance himself from the Nizaris, who were enemies 
of their movement; he also advises Abu Muslim to kill anyone he 
suspects-no matter how insignificant-and not to leave any Arab alive 
in Khorasan. This letter evinces a clear contradiction. The author tries to 
resolve the contradiction with some reasonable surmises. The author then 
turns to two accounts reported by Maqrizi and Madayeni on the 
composition of Abu Muslim's army and his calling the Umayyad Caliph 
Marwan himar (donkey). On this appellation the historian Ibn Taqtaqi 
says that he was known by this name because of his slow and methodical 
approach to combat before he became Caliph. 

The Khorasanis held the Zoroastrian belief in the coming of a savior 
who would establish justice on earth. They also believed that before the 
coming of a savior, Dajjal (anti-savior, anti-Christ) would arrive with his 
donkey. Madayeni reports that all members of the Black-Clad movement 
wore black and carried half-black clubs. Some were on foot, others 
mounted on horses, while still others were on donkeys. The donkey­
riders, who were from the ranks of poor tradesmen and farmers, would 
urge on their donkeys by shouting "Go, Marwan" at them, considering 
the fact that the Zoroastrian belief in the coming of a Dajjal and savior, 
was rife at the time. 

Whatever the case, the documentation gathered by the author points 
to the conclusion that when the Khorasanis mentioned this donkey, it was 
the same for them as "Dajjal's Ass," the harbinger of the promised 
apocalypse. In other words, they believed Marwan to be the 
manifestation of the otherworldly creature that prefigures the advent of 
the Savior, bringing with it all the catastrophes prophesied in Revelation. 

Khaleqi and Musical Innovation in Iran 

Mahmoud Khoshnam 

November 12,2010 is the 45th anniversary ofthe death of the famed 
Iranian musician Rouhollah Khaleqi (1906-65). Khaleqi studied with the 
master Ali-Naqi Vaziri. For years he was the head of the Musical 
Assembly of Iran and President of the Academy of Music, and with his 
musical compositions played a constructive role in the process of 
changing music in the country. 

Khaleqi had a special interest in the composition of melodies. He 
was not a prolific composer but left some lasting pieces, the foremost of 
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Khuzistan. After returnmg from Lunstan, the Commander of the Army 
was approached by the British, who urged him to settle the Khazal 
situation m an amicable manner because given the large number of his 
forces an all-out battle would have proven problematic. Because of this 
Reza Khan postponed his trip to Khuzistan for four months, but at the 
same time built up his forces for an eventual confrontation with the 
Sheikh. Not seeing any mdication of the Sheikh's intention to bow to the 
central government, Reza Khan gathered his forces and went to 
Khuzistan. Along the way representatives of the British met with him in 
Isfahan, Shiraz, and Bushire. Having concluded that Reza Khan was 
detennined to eliminate Sheikh Khazal, the British Embassy in Tehran 
issued two strongly worded warnings to the Iranian Foreign Ministry, in 
the second of which it was stated openly that His Majesty's Government 
in 1914 had made an official agreement with the Sheikh affinning his 
autonomy. When Reza Khan reached Ahvaz, the Sheikh's base, he 
became apprised of the British notes and ordered them returned to the 
British Embassy. In returning the notes, the deputy Prime Minister 
registered his consternation that the British government could have made 
an agreement with a subject of Iran that violated the integrity of the state. 

In the end Sheikh Khazal capitulated to Reza Khan in a telegram that 
requested an audience and stated that he was an old, infinn man who had 
no intention of overreaching on his own; rather others had goaded him 
into the act. Reza Khan accepted his offer but with one condition: that 
the Sheikh remain loyal to Tehran and not look for support in any other 
direction - if not, Reza Khan warned, he would be subject to capital 
punishment. 

At the end of this article, the author quotes a work that refers to 
Modarres' secret dealings with Reza Khan. 

A Re-reading of a Letter and two Accounts of the 
Abu Muslim Khorasani Uprising 

Hasan Khubnazar 

Among the religio-political revolts against the Umayyads during the 
first centuries of Islam, the uprising of Abu Muslim, also known as the 
Black-Clad, is especially significant. After a brief description of 
Khorasan and its inhabitants, the author analyzes a letter containing the 
advice of Imam Ibrahim to Abu Muslim and then examines two 
Important accounts related to the Black-Clad revolt. The letter, as 
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Modarres and the Minority in the 5th Session 
of Parliament before the Bar of History 

Jalal Matini 

Seyyed Hasan Modarres (1870-1938). a well-known cleric 
(mojtahed), was also wtly politician, combative, and, above all, a man 
with ambitions of high office who thought that no opinion was stronger 
than his. To reach his goals, Modarres favored compromIse when the 
situation called for it .. even with Reza Khan, Sardarsepah (Commander 
of the Army) and Prime Minister. 

Chosen by the ulama of NaJaf to be among a group of high-ranking 
clergy overseeing the work of the 2nd MaJlis from a doctnnal point of 
view, Modarres traveled from Isfahan to Tehran. In the 3rd MaJlis he was 
chosen as a deputy. In the 4th he rose to the leadership of the Majority, 
and in the 5th he headed the Minonty. while the Majority was in the 
hands of supporters of Reza Khan. During this period Modarres was a 
severe critic of Reza Khan, who after reporting on the rebellion by 
Sheikh Khazal in Khuzistan was given the miSSIon to quell the rebellion. 
But even before military action had begun, Modarres secretly put a 
number of roadblocks in Reza Khan's path. He corresponded with 
Sheikh Khazal and Ahmad Shah in Europe and sent representatives to 
both to conspire in an effort to have Rcza Khan removed from office. 
The Minority charged Reza Khan the Commander of the Army with the 
intention of making a pact with a foreIgn power and a rebel (Khazal). 
This same Minority also opposed the military budget, but it eventually 
passed with a vote of 77 for and 14 against. 

In order to eliminate Sheikh KhazaL Reza Khan first pacified the 
tribes of Luristan so that they could not come to the Sheikh's aid in 

* All translatIOns. unless otherWIse stated. arc hy Paul Sprachlllan. 
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