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Iranian lands of the late Umavid and early Abbasid CaIJphate). 
The paper also recapitualates the continuation of the Masdakite 

movement 111 the Khorram-dinan rebellion and later on under the 
dIsguIse. it reiterates the Abu Moslem social uprising against the 
particularly Arabic "assahinal" (Ichauvil1lsm) of Umayyad. And finally. 
the coalesced allegation of Zandiq resonate through the intellectual 
movement of cohorts of Persian Ibn Moqafa' (Rozbeh) and his Arab the 
likes 111 the early Abbasids period for persecution appropriates to their 
"'libeliarian" outlooks. 

The Turkish Poet Yahya Kemal and the 
Translation of Khayyam' s Quatrains 

Nosratollah Zlal 

The Turkish teacher, poet. politIcian Yahya Kemal (1884-1958) is 
placed among those writers on the cusp between traditional and modem 
literature. He tried his hand at various classical fom1s of poetry (odes, 
lyrical poems, etc.) but one cannot call him an outstanding Persian 
litterateur or practitioner of Persian 111 Turkey. 

Kemal found Khayyam the most appealing of all Persian poets. The 
contents of the poems attracted him as well as their form and meter. In 
the ruba'i form itself. he found a kind of intellectualism and philosophy. 
In an 1I1complete writing about his translation, he says he was forced to 
saCrIfice modes of thought and expression in Turkish to remain faithful 
to the original. 
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and were prosecuted. This religious/ political labeling or tagging mostly 
meant that those who were "diverted" from the officIal religion of the 
either Umayyad or later Abbasid caliphate or were, in any rate, not 
Muslim or. as tallied pretending to be one. 

The origin of this terminology was going back to the Sassaman 
period 111 Iran. Zandiq. the Arabiczed from of Middle Persian zandik. 
meant those who were the followers of zand (from Avestan zanti). Zand 
refers to those who preference the henneneutical elucidation of the 
A vestan to thc formal reading of the text. From Zoroastrian orthodoxy 
point of view in he Sassanian period. those who had this preference were 
deviant or divergent from the righteous path of tenet. This attribution of 
zandik was first used in regards to the followers of certain Zoroaster from 
Fasa who apparently was a member of the Zoroastrian class of 
pnesthood. Accordingly, he was a literate person to the content of the 
A vestan text. This Zoroaster from Fasa had claimed that many 
falsehoods had emerged in the interpretation of the understanding their 
holy text thus, "they" should go back to the "roots" of the wording. 

The apparently rigid social class or cast relationship of the Sassanian 
era. from time to time was in unrest, and the "followers" of this certain 
Zoroaster from Fasa, whom one may label as a reformist in orthodoxy of 
dominant class of priesthood, later on emerged in the social strife of 
Mazdakite movement. 

As the ruling religious class perceIved, the lable of zandik had a 
tainted meaning that accordingly later on attributed to the social 
movement of the followers of Mazdak. Mazdakite movement was 
auppressed in the time Khosrow the first (Anoshirvan) after of a short 
period of sympathy and support of his predecessor, Qobad, from the 
movement thus, his eventual downfall. 

The controversial aspect of this social history is that this attribution or 
label was also extended to the followers of the Mani and his follower, 
Manicheans, not only in part in the Sassanian times but particularly 111 

the early Islamic period to the not only more or less Manicheans of the 
period but almost any "deviant" free-thinker, non-orthodox of men of 
pen and so on so forth. 

The paper in Persian, somewhat extensively, goes to the background 
of Mam as a prophet and discusses his world view and shows how it was 
dif1erent from the world view and the roots of the followers of Mazdak 
and Masdakite. Hence. the attribution on the labeling of zandik or zandiq 
to the mainly of Ma111cheans was misleading on one hand, and on the 
other hand. politically maybe malicious. This attribution of Zandiq, for 
the most part. was confusing with regard to the intellectual type of "free
thinkers" of the time (-particularly in the early Islamic period in the 
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improvement, notwithstanding the fact that he had already compiled hIs 
famous Cannon of Medicme in Arabic. 

Persian IS also deeply rooted Il1 Isfahan for centuries, ever Sll1ce it 
gamed the status of lingua franca throughout the Persianate world. 
Isfahan was one of the first among Persian towns to adopt New PersIan 
as the literary language. The mass migrations from Transoxiana and 
Khorasan into central and western Persia, tnggered by the Mongol 
invasion m the thirteenth century, further reinforced the position of 
Persian in Isfahan, so much so that the city became a canon of Persian 
literature and a stage from which Persian began to diffuse into other 
towns of Persia. In our time Isfahan is one of the purest towns in the 
nation in tenllS of language: save for the small Armenian community, 
Persian IS virtually the only idiom of communication among the 
111habitants, whose Persian accent is generally perceived as a provincial 
variety par excellence. 

Notwithstanding all these, the spoken vernacular of Isfahan was not 
Persian but a vanety of what is known today as Central Dialects, i.e. the 
idioms still spoken in central Iranian Plateau in dozens of villages, 
mcludmg those in Isfahan district. These dialects can be characterized on 
geographical and linguistic grounds as Median, within the Northwest 
Iranian family of languages, contrasting with Persian which belongs to 
the Perside or Southwest group. 

Some Median documents from Isfahan are available from the 
eleventh to fourteenth centuries. By the nineteenth century, Median had 
survived only among the Jewish community of the town as well as in 
some remote villages. Therefore, the language shift among the bulk of 
city dwellers must have occurred between the fourteenth and nineteenth 
centuries. This essay attempts to establish how and when the language 
shift took place by examining both the historical and contemporary 
linguistic data. 

Zandiks: Manichean or Mazdakite?* 

Shayan Afshar 

In the early Islamic penod (late first and tlu'ough the second and 
somewhat third century of I IiJra) of Iraman plateau and Sorestan 
(roughly present Iraq), a social group of "free thinkers" or mostly 
indIviduals of pen and/or book persons, were at times labeled as Zandiq 

Abstract prepared by the author. 



26 Iranshenasi, Vol. XXII 

sandstorm blew into their face of lramans soldiers. Rustam took refuge 
behind a nule. Hlal standing next to mule and not being able to see 
Rustam. cut the rope of the load (no doubt for the booty) the load fell on 
Rustam and broke his backbone ... It was then that llilal saw him and 
killed hll11·. Massoudi: "and Hilal could not see Rustam'. 

This final sandstorm of the til century IS supported by the followll1g 
reports: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

Some 15 years ago the author travelling near the Iraqi border 
witnessed a heavy sandstorm blowing from Iraq. The driver had 
to slow down to almost a halt. When the author eomplaIl1ed, his 
fnend reminded him that. compared with the old times. thie 
conditions had improYed due to an extensive afforestation. 'In 
the old days. the road changed a few times a day because of the 
sandstorm and we had to collect buckets of sands from behind 
our doors every morning. ThIS place was. as the craw flIes. 200 
miles from the scene at Kadissyyah. One can guess the strength 
of it there. 
London Based Ettelaat of the til July 2009 reported. under the 
heading "Dust clouds cover parts of Iran." that a sandstorm 
blown from Iraq covered the south, south-western and north
western provinces of Iran and the flights to and from Ahvaz, 
Mah-shahr. Yasouj. Klrmanshah and Sannandaj had been 
cancelled. 
The Tillles of London. Illh July 20 I 0: Paul Simons. reported 
that a heavy sandstorm has for over a week caused havoc in Iraq 
and Iran and made the sun ll1vlsible. In Tehran (600 miles north 
of Kadissyyah) a blanket of sand particles caused the sun to 
look blue in colour. 

When and How Did the Vernacular of Isfahan 
Shift to Persian?* 

Habib Borjian 

Alongside its political and social slgmficance. Isfahan was a center of 
learnll1g throughout the medIeval history of PerSIa. In the earlier Islamic 
eentunes, it was a canon of Arabic learning and attracted scholars from 
throughout the lands of Eastern Caliphate. When A vieenna came to settle 
in Isfahan. he soon realized that hiS knowledge of Arabic required much 

Abstract prepared by the author 
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ycars sern~d as Iran's ambassador to Italy. 
The questIon rema1l1s: What role ll1J .Jamal Lmaml play In the 

natlOnalJzatlon of oil that men ted the publJc gratitude of Dr. Mosaddeq'! 

A Condensed Report on the 
Battle of Kadissyyah * 

M.A.R. Takghany 

The author exammes the hlstoncal reports that a sandstoml decIded 
the outcome of the "Kadlssyyah battlc". I IJs account or the event IS based 
on the ori \1111al Muslim sources. 

In the ~arly til century, thc Iramans, who had neglected their southern 
IraqI borders. found thc marauding Arabs were attacking the outlymg 
\dlages for spoils. The sccond caliph. Umar, encouraged by the 
notonous bandit Mutthannaa b. Haritha. of the Shaiban tribe, finally 
deCIded to face the awesome Iranian army. 

The Battle of Kadlssyyah was fought 111 four or, accordmg to somc 
reports, 111 fi ve days as follows: 

I - Yaum al-Armaath (Day of the Floating Corpses). The Iramans 
had eIghteen elephants 111 thc heart of theIr army and seven or eIght 
clephants to the tlanks. Thc Arabs did not know how to fight elephants 
and were badly defeated. 

2 - Yaum al-Aghwath (Day of arrival of Help) The Arabs suffered 
great casualtIes but the [ramans could not seal a victory. 

J - Yaum "Amaass (Day of Great Hardship) The author of al
Fo{ooh considered the day a vIctory for the Iranian AmlY. 

4 - Laylat al-Hareer (Night of the Moaning) This was the afternoon 
of the forth day and continued mto the night. According to Tahari 2500 
\\"ere martyred (I.e. the MuslJms) 

5 Yaum al-Kadissyyah (Kadissyyah Day) the Iraman had the 
upper hand on this day but'a sandstorm blew from the south snd the day 
turned mto a dark night.' The Iraman general ordered are-positioning. 
The Arabs considered it a dcfeat and attacked the retreatmg soldiers. The 
day prO\cd a turning P01l1t 111 world hIstory. 

Here arc some obser\'atlons by MuslIm hlstonans: AI-Fo{(oh: "The 
world turned 1I1tO night". Massoudl: "By noon a sandstorm below so 
strongly that it tore the howdah of thc [ra1llan commanding-general fi'om 
lIs gcars and threw it In the Ateeq canal.' Al-Taban: 'by noon a 

\hstr'act prepared by the authur 
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same time he knew that Dr. Mosaddeq would get wind of the pressures 
exerted on Iran by Amenca and the British. Sure enough. in the 
sixteenth session the National Front under Dr. Mosaddeq' s leadership 
vigorously opposed Razm Ara and openly asserted that British and 
American pressured the Shah into making him Prime Minister. The 
Front completely backed the nationalization of oiL which Razm Ara 
called "the greatest treachery." As the situation became more critical, 
Razm Ara went to a mosque to attend a memorial ceremony, where he 
was gunned down by a member of the Fada'ian-e Islam. The Shah's 
confidant and Labor Minister Alam accompanied Razm Ara to the 
mosque, and had noted that it was a miracle that he was not touched by 
the assassin's bullets. It IS reported that after the assassination, Alam 
went to the court to report it to the Shah. It is interesting to note that no 
one who has written on this topic has identified how they know that 
Alam immediately went to the court; nor is anything known about the 
connection between the Shah's opposition to Razm Ara and his 
assassination. Of course, the approval on the part of the assassination 
on the part of the National Front is documented; for Dr. Mosaddeq and 
several other members of the National Front supported the view that 
Razm Ara was assassinated because of his collaboration with foreign 
forces. Moreover, the Majles, whose majority was in the hands of 
Mosaddeq supporters, pardoned the assassin, although it had no business 
doing so. 

The article quotes the views of several writers on this matter, but the 
puzzle remains unsolved. 

The Puzzle of Jamal Emami and the Nationalization of Oil. 
During an open session of the Majles, Dr. Mosaddeq thanked Jamal 
Emami for his help in the effort to Nationalize Iranian oil. In addition, 
when he submitted the nine-article bill of execution for oil 
nationalization to the Petroleum Commission, he mentioned the Jamal 
Emami authored seven of the articles. Dr. Mosaddeq explained that he 
added two articles dealing with the payment of "reparations" and the 
"method of disengagement of British influence." 

This narrative seems to be at odds with the fact that Emami was 
opposed to the nationalization of oil. At a session in which Hoseyn 
Makki was speaking of the nationalization and Dr. Mosaddeq declared 
the 1933 agreement to be invalid, Emami said that the government 
should not "require the Anglo-Persian Oil company to give any 
concessions to the benefit of Iran." In addition, Emami later on became 
the leader of a minority faction in the Majles opposed to Dr. Mosaddeq, 
and strenuously attacked him in open sessions. After the 28 of Mordad 
1332 removal of Dr. Mosaddeq, Emami became a senator and for several 
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Two Puzzles 

lalal Matini 

The lead article of this issue of frallshcnasi deals with two mysteries 
dating back to the sixteenth session of the Majles (Feb. 1949-Apr. 1951), 
which in tum had their roots in the fifteenth session (June 1947-1uly 
1951). During those days the most important subject was the "oil 
problem"; because in the fifteenth session, the Majles had made the 
government (among other things) the "agent of handing over the rights to 
the petroleum of the south." But during the discussions concerning oil 
in that session there was no mention of the 1933 Oil Agreement 
invalidation, nor was there any talk about the nationalization of oil. 
During the sixteenth session the following people became Prime 
Ministers: Sa'ed, Ali Mansour, General Razm Ara, Hoseyn Ala, and Dr. 
Mosaddeq. Also during that session, a minority faction under Dr. 
Mosaddeq's leadership came into being. During the session, Razm Ara 
became Prime Minister and was assassinated, and the oil question 
became the most important issue facing the Majles. 

The Puzzle of Razm Ara's Assassination. In his book "The Crisis 
of Democracy in Iran: 1941-53," Fakhr aI-Din Azimi writes that after Ali 
Mansour's resigned from the premiership, American ambassador Wiley 
mformed the Shah that Razm Ara should be appointed to the post 
without delay. The British ambassador also expressed his government's 
approval of the nomination. Though the Shah was opposed to Razm 
Ara's appointment for varIOUS reasons, he was forced to accept it. At the 

* ;\11 tr~nslations, unless othenvisc st~tcd, arc by Paul Sprachman. 
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