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7 G lY'~j r as .)y, ~ ~.9) j' ):>1.:> d.J o.i .9 ...I.J • .)j.) I) ,.;.:;1 as .)y, ~ J.:>.LJ ):>1.:> "'" 

.91 .9 '.)y, wy.l.3 r 7 ~Ui) lY'~j L .9 1 JI~ ~ ,~IiS' o')l) ...,;L} ~I~ ~ r 
. .)1.) ~ ('1=;1 ~I w)-l.9 y-; ~1..G-lY'~j ~ ~l.ii..o ):>1.:> d.J I) ~ 0-'.1 ('L,.:; 

.91 ~~ c.:...:::,1.) lY'0.9Y-; 0L:......,1.).9 "";l.i}C ~U L c5.L :::'\ S...GI as ~.J..») ~ 
I) I(~ ~ 0L.I..G- ~ as "";Lilll ~L....o ((~I O':;""'.9.x. ~L.;III 0)1.9) .9 ,.)~ ~ 0L.;11) 

';;l.i 0Lil 'lY'0.9Y-; L lY'~j JI-b ~lrL, ).) as ...GI.) ~ .91 . ..D' ~ c:~1 

0Lil .9 1 ~1.r. .-::.......,1 0.)7 0.) LL....... I ~ )~ "'" wL:...9L.:...o -:r.1 jI .b.ii..9 as o.)y, ~)¥. 

t~) ~~ d.J ~Lil d.J I) J ...GI~ I.:; ..D' ~ .)~I (sense) .s.L....o ~ ~I o,:;....,.9y-; 

as .)~ ~.I) 0L;>: y-a:, ~ ~ ;5.) ~Uil ~)I-::...J as 01 ~ ,~.) (reference) 

. .)~ ~ .9)~ 0L.,1 ~.)~. ~L....o L II~I o,:;....,.9y-; 0L.;11I 0)1.9 

I) lIo.ir/ cY.. 0 Lilll y-a:, ~ ~;5.) ~Uil as pontifical Man 0)1.9 o)~).) L,1.9 

c::....J ~L....o The American Heritage Dictionary).) . ...GI 0.)1.) )} 0)1.9 01 ~l.ii..o ).) 

:...::........,1 0..1..01 ~ pontifical 

pontifical- 1- Pertaining to, characteristic of, or suitable for a pope or 

bishop. 2- Having the dignity, pomp, or authority of a pontiff. 3- Pompously 

authoritative. -11. 1- plural. The vestments and insignia of a pontiff. 2- a book 

of ceremonies and rites for a bishop. 
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d.S \..I..il o.)? ~r-' ..I..i.9 I..>..> yAl.91 )I ~.I"I..D jI LSI ~9~ LS4-iL.;I,j1 d.S .J..:Jb.) ~ii 

wW.f:'" ).) ~ ,j~ d.S ..;.;.;1.) L5" 0...0..II> 9 \..I..i~ L5" wW.f:'" .))9 ~~ w)~ ,jl ).) 

J5" c...S9 )111">"> jI A ~1.)~.9)11 ~y L5" 0.)L, )~ d..! ~ yfl .~I o.)? ~ 

..I..ilii ~ I..>..> jI ,jL.;I ~b~9) ,j~ \~.) L5" ~ d.J II LSI ~9~ ,jL.;III LS)~ 

. .)y.? )} ,jL".Il.r.-;5.) .t,..~. l:i ~~ 11..l..i~I..I.> Jol.ii..o).) A -.s!.l.o..i .)p! .9,j~ J.)~ 

(.)y. 4 yA191) ~ ,jL.;I ~r-'II ~~I d.S ~l::-,jl ~ l.r.-I ~ L,I 

~r-' ~yA191 4 ~.)y. jI A d.S ~I~ I..>..> .)y. d.S ,jl ~ \~I Jb 1I..I..i91..>..> 

?? ~ . .) d.S ,..w ~.r-' 91 ~ A d.S ~L o..::........ly. (J~ ).)l9 LS)I..>..> yfl . ..w 

I"~II) 91 .L.,.,1y. c919).) ..I..i91">"> (~y. L. yAl) ~ ~.r-' ~ ,jL.;I 9 ~ 0L.;I .r. 

~ .r. ..I..il~ A 9 ..w ~ r-' 91 ~ .r. A d.S ~~ o..::........l~ I..>..> yfl 9 \~I 0.)1.) 

~yAI91491j1~.r-'l:i~L.;III">">II,jIY·~G(S'.I">">~ ~.)d.S..w ~r.91 

.~I ,-:-,l.......> d..! oW' 

4..i ,~I c::.:ho ~Yr-' ~ ,jL.;I .)y::, lJL..., ,jl.i}? LSl..b LS.)); ).) d.S ,) I'~ 

.11~~r' ~ 01,:1..1.> ~ 0L..i1 ')~II ~ L5" ~.)I ~ ~ ~;5.) LSl9i d.S )~ ,) 

:~I o-.M>I ~ LS.))!; LSL....o The American Heritage Dictionary).) 

tragedy - n., pi. 1- A dramatic or literary work depicting a protagonist 

engaged in a morally significant struggle ending in a ruin or profound 

disappointment, specifically: a. A classical verse drama in which a noble 

protagonist is brought to ruin essentially as consequence of some extreme 

quality which in both his greatness and his downfall. b. A Renaissance or 

modem drama like classical model in presenting terrible struggle and 



calamity, but freer in style and choice of protagonist. c. Any play or narrative 

that seriously treats of calamitous events and has unhappy but meaningful 

ending. 2- Any dramatic, disastrous event, especially one of some moral 

significance. 3- The tragic aspect or element of something. 
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~ u LiI . ...l..i.:.~ "::""':'Yr' )~ ~ .:.p u~l...G- uT <IS .:.~ uT ybl> ~ ~ <..5" o~ 
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context of this subject. As far as the geographical distribution of these 
rites is concerned, the author discusses them in Azerbaijan, Khorasan, 
and Gilan, writing that the last named area represents a treasure trove of 
information on rites of water among several of the ethnic groups living 
there. The author also examines the pre-history of dream interpretation 
in Iran. Some of the oldest examples show the status of women in the 
ancient mid-Zagros (Bakhtiari territory today). He writes that from the 
time that the Sumerians lived in the region until it became one of the 
provinces of Elam, females goddesses were the only ones the people 
worshipped. 

Persian Grammar by non-Iranian Scholars * 

A. Soheili 

In the article we have reviewed twenty books on Persian grammar 
written by non-Iranian scholars. In our survey we have primarily focused 
on the author's theoretical approach, method of analysis, the language 
variety they have selected for analytical purposes, and their over-all 
mastery of the structure of Persian and its underlying cultural 
dimensions. The results of our review reveal that the authors while being 
infatuated with the Persian language and its rich culture begin to describe 
the traditional rules that they have learned themselves or have invariably 
borrowed from other sources, without conducting any explorations in the 
uncharted territory of Persian grammar. The result furthermore shows 
that the writers are not familiar with the rich stylistic forms that help 
individuals in Iranian society to adopt an appropriate language behavior 
in social context. 

• The abstract is prepared by the author. 



10 Iranshenasi, Vol. XXIII 

The Return Trip of Naser Khosrow 
from Mecca to Marv 

Reza Saberi 

From Mecca to Basra 

The account of Naser Khosrow's return from his fourth pilgrimage to 
Mecca, via the Basra route represents the part of his travelog that is most 
filled with danger, adventure, and difficulty. It also is expressed in the 
finest prose of the book. He says that crossing the "lethal and 
forbidding" desert was no easy task, and it was only thanks to his 
physical prowess and cunning that he was able to traverse the dangerous 
terrain. He also feels that it was God's will that he survive the journey. 
In Mecca, the Arab who rented a camel to him told Naser Khosrow that 
the trip to Lahsa' would take thirteen days, but because of the dangers of 
the road and the wait to join caravans, he made the trip in 240 days. At 
Falaj in the heart of the Arabian desert he gives a detailed picture of the 
poverty, ignorance, and violence among the inhabitants of the area. He 
notes that every person who came to pray had a shield and sword with 
him. Naser Khosrow himself was quite poor, having but a few books for 
possessions. He describes how he inscribed a few verses on the wall of 
the mosque in Falaj and created some designs to the amazement of 
onlookers who offered him many pounds of dates if he would embellish 
the prayer niche of the mosque. He writes that this was no small price. 
At Lahsa' he found a particular kind of social and economic equality. 
Finally at Basra, Naser Khosrow notes that he and his brother were so 
poor that they shared one old cloak to keep themselves warm. Because 
of this the attendant at the public bath, thinking that the two men were 
crazy, denied them entry. 

Bakhtiari Women (2): 
the Place of Bakhtiari Women 

in Iranian Women Culture 

Bijan Shahmoradi 

In the second part of this article, Shahmoradi notes that rites related 
to water and how they relate to women are found throughout Iran and are 
more or less the same. The writer examines the extent, background, and 
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stated that we will never let Azerbaijan become the Causcasus. 
The writer of this article is one of the partisans who fought the 

Russian and recounts his experiences here. 

Gholamhoseyn Darvish (1872 - 1926): 
Pioneer of Musical Innovation in Iran 

Mahmoud Khoshnam 

The movement that led to the modernization of traditional music in 
Iran goes back 140 years to the establishment of a concentration in 
martial music at the Polytechnic (Dar al-Fonoun) and it continued until 
in the 20s and 30s of the 20th century with the significant contributions of 
Alinaqi Vaziri. It was nourished by the ideas and feelings of a large 
number of artists, the greatest of whom was Gholamhoseyn Darvish, 
known as "Darvish Khan." Though modern song writing began with 
Sheyda Shirazi and Aref of Qazvin, it became an independent profession, 
owing to the presence of Darvish in the Iranian musical community The 
former two musicians never learned the nuts and bolts of song writing; 
they wrote songs based on their own lyrics and then built tunes based on 
these. Then they would perform the songs in their own amateurish 
voices. But Darvish who, besides being steeped in the classical musical 
tradition, was familiar with the basics of international music, composed 
songs and had professional singers perform them. Darvish made use of 
western melodies in order to counter the boredom of some traditional 
musIc. 

He set up independent classes in two traditional stringed instruments: 
the tar and the setar, and in a short time joined a group called The 
Brothers of Purity (Ekhvan al-Saja) and became the conductor of the 
Akhuvvat Group. In this group such international instruments as the 
violin and the piano appeared for the first time in Iran along side the 
traditional Iranian instruments. He also traveled to London and Tiflis, 
where hearing western music intensified his tendency to innovate and, 
upon his return, resulted in the composition of pieces whose rhythm was 
completely unprecedented in Iran. He left behind some twenty-two 
compositions. 

Khoshnam quotes the opmlOns of several Iranian musicians and 
musicologists on Darvish. In 1926 Darvish was returning from a 
gathering when his carriage hit a truck. He was thrown from the carriage 
and died. 
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Ouseley, he reminded Matini, smuggle many manuscripts out of Iran 
during the reign of Naser ai-Din Shah? The "proof' was the rich 
collection of Persian manuscripts held at the Bodleian Library, which 
Matini himself had mentioned in his own writings. Matini corrected the 
person noting that Ouseley was British ambassador to Iran under Fath 
Ali Shah not Naser ai-Din. In addition, Ouseley was under orders from 
the British Government to spend some 600 pounds worth of gold yearly 
to purchase Persian and Arabic manuscripts. Ouseley was not alone in 
this, however. Other Europeans, such as the Danish Orientalist Arthur 
Christensen (1875-1945) had a similar mission. Matini added that until 
the time of Reza Shah the sale and export of Persian manuscripts had 
been unimpeded. It was only at that time that a bill protecting 
manuscripts was passed. During the Qajar dynasty archeological 
artifacts were also purchased and taken out ofthe country. 

Matini pointed out that European research libraries put the 
manuscripts they kept at the disposal of scholars from all over the world. 
He mentioned a specific work that he edited in which this was the case. 
His Iranian interlocutor responded by attacking the policy of colonization 
on the part of the Europeans. Matini agreed with him on that, but noted 
that the issue of European libraries' purchasing of Oriental manuscripts 
was another matter. 

"We will never Let Azerbaij an 
become the Caucasus!" 

The War between Khamseh Zanjan Partisans and the Ferkeh Demokrat: 
Remembering Azerbaijan Independence Day, 12 December 1946 

Amir Haydar Bigdeli 

During WWII, England and Soviet Russia occupied Iran; Russia in 
the northern provinces and the British in the south. It was agreed that six 
months after the end of hostilities, the occupying forces would leave 
Iran, but the Russians did not comply and set up a puppet government 
headed by Seyyed lafar Pishavari. This effectively separated Azerbaijan 
from Iran. 

Iran took the matter to the newly established United Nations, and it 
became the first confrontation between the Russians and the United 
States. In addition to the Iranian forces, the partisans of Khamseh Zanjan 
participated in the struggle, and one of the leaders of the partisans, 
referring to the wars between Russia and Iran in the nineteenth century, 
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The £400,000 Pound Manuscript 

lalal Matini 

The subject of the lead article in this edition of Iranshenasi is the 
faulty judgment of some Iranians when it comes to cultural matters. 
Matini writes that several years ago at a private gathering, he brought up 
an article in a Persian journal (Nameh-ye Baharestan) that described the 
Bodleian Library's purchase at a 2002 auction of a unique manuscript 
(some 48 folios) of the work Ghara'ih al-Fonun wa Malah al- 'Oyun. 
The manuscript contains two parts: the first (19 folios) is on astronomy, 
the second on geography. The value of the work, which has been dated 
probably to the late 14th or the early 15th century, lies in the fact that it 
mentions areas that are not found in other Arabic, Persian, Latin or Greek 
sources. It gives scholars insights into medieval period views on 
geography. 

One of the people at the gathering warned Matini that as an educated 
person he should not believe the report that the Bodleian Library made 
such a purchase, and that one could not trust the English. The person 
speculated that the English stated this price so that they could tum 
around and sell it for several times that amount to one of the oil-rich 
countries of the Persian Gulf. Did Matini imagine, said his interlocutor, 
the English bought Persian manuscripts in normal ways. Didn't Sir Gore 

* All translations, unless otherwise stated, are by Paul Sprachman. 
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