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British-negotiated treaty of Turkmenchay (21 Feb. 1829) according to 
which Iran ceded 17 of its khanates to the Russians and the Aras River 
became the boundary between the two states. 

Faramarznameh: the Lithographed Edition 

Dariush Kargar 

In 1906, Rostam Son of Bahram Soroush Tafti, a Zoroastrian of India, 
compiled an edition of the Faramarznameh from four manuscripts and a 
year later published it in a lithographed edition. The purpose of this 
article is to introduce the work on the basis of that edition. 

The Faramarznameh is one of the oldest and most important epics of 
Iran. It enjoyed a wide reputation in the 4th and 5th centuries of Islam. 
The History of Sistan refers to a prose version in thirteen volumes. The 
epic is about the son of Faramarz, the son of Rostam and the daughter of 
the king of India. 

The lithographed edition is particularly important because it tells the 
story of the life of Faramarz from the time of King Kay Khosrow to 
Faramarz's death. 

The writer examines the edition from various points of view. One of 
the things that distinguish the lithographed edition from the printed 
versions is the presence of thirteen illustrations. 

At the end of the edition three pages are devoted to the names of 
people who subscribed to the work with, in many cases, the names of 
their fathers, the places where they lived, and the number of copies they 
bought. 

After this section is a statement of the copyright law in Persian 
(perhaps the first instance of this in the language) and in English. 
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The Examination of Iran in the Anabasis 

Ojalal Khaleghi-Motlagh 

In this detailed article the author summarizes some observations he 
had made while studying Xenophon's Anabasis. Xenophon, he notes, 
was famed for the variety and sweetness of his writing, having authored 
works on history, philosophy, economics, horsemanship, and soldiering. 
Two of his more famous works touch on Iran: the Cyropaedia about 
Cyrus the Great (576-530) and the Anabasis concerning the return from 
Iran of 10,000 Greek soldiers. This article takes account of all the 
reports dealing with the period 400-0 I BC which Xenophon had seen. 
The author has used the German translation and commentary on the 
Anabasis by H. Feis. 

The Role of the Clergy in Iran's Wars with Russia, 
and the Influence of British Colonialism 

Mehra Maleki 

This article explains that the Shii clergy were generally opposed to 
the issues of nation and nationalism in Iran. It notes that Ayatollah 
Khomeini detailed this opposition on a number of occasions. The author 
points out that since the establishment ofthe hegemony of the Shii clergy 
during the Safavid period, they have played an influential role in 
government. Their influence was especially apparent during the rule of 
the Qajar king Fath Ali Shah, who saw the clergy as "vice-regents" 
during his sultanate. 

The author then turns to a discussion of the series of wars 
between Iran and Russia that took place in the nineteenth century. He 
attributes Iran's defeat in the second war (1826-28) to the meddling of the 
clerics, who issued a fatwa against the Russians while the Shah and a 
number of political figures including Crown Prince Abbas Mirza were 
against the war. The Shii clerics nevertheless gathered in Tehran and 
saw the conflict as a crusade against the infidels. In Azerbaijan things 
reached such a state that even the son of a chief cleric saw obeying the 
Russian Empire as obligatory. When the sound of Russian canons was 
heard outside of the city of Tabriz, this cleric and the people went out to 
welcome the Russians. When Abbas Mirza, who was sent to confront 
the Russians, heard this he decided not to go. The conflict ended the 
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careful reading of the poem, however, that I raj 's anger predates the 
concert in Mashhad. It stems from the fact that Iraj took pride in his 
royal status, while Aref continually disparaged the Qajars in his songs. 
The author adds that although Iraj was a very able poet, he would on 
occasion abuse even his friends with the foulest language. 

The important point is that by accusing Aref of pederasty, Iraj might 
have been putting the singer's life in danger. Among the more pious and 
zealous, not only did Arefs concerts constitute an affront to the eighth 
Imam whose shrine was in Mashhad, but also his pederasty was 
punishable by death. 

At the end of the article, the author points out that not only did Iraj 
attack Aref but so did the poet laureate Bahar and Vahid Dastgerdi. Aref 
chose si lence in the face of the attacks by these men of letters. 

The Fall of a Shah with the Help of the BBC 

Masoud Loqman 

In 1939 Russian radio started a Persian service. One year later the 
BBC followed suit. Before these, the British colonial radio had a Persian 
service. In 1940, Nazi Germany inaugurated its own Persian broadcast 
to spread their propaganda. 

At the start of WWII, Reza Shah monitored summaries of both 
domestic and foreign broadcasts so as to be informed of any statement 
that went against Iran's neutrality in the war. 

The bitter memories of British and Russian attacks on Iran made the 
people of Iran listen with sympathy to the Persian service of Radio 
Berlin. Radio London and Delhi and some satellite British stations were 
sharply critical of Reza Shah and raised the subject of his abdication. 

The private letters and reports of the then British Plenipotentiary, Sir 
David Bollard, show that Ann Lambton, the Iranologist and press attache 
at the British Embassy in Tehran, was writing pieces against Reza Shah 
and sending them to London. The government could make use of these 
reports when it saw fit. The BBC did not even refrain from issuing anti
Reza Shah slogans. 

Years later Sir Anthony Parsons, British ambassador to Iran during 
the reign of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, confirmed that the people of Iran 
would never forget the anti-Reza Shah broadcasts on the BBC at the 
outset of WWII, which resulted in weakening and dethroning the Shah. 
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Arefnameh 

Jalal Matini 

The Qajar prince Iraj Mirza (1874-1926) was a modernist, patriotic 
poet who enjoyed a wide reputation toward the end of the Qajar period. 
Iraj wrote a poem of 515 couplets called the Arefnameh (The "Arefiad") 
while staying in Mashhad. In the poem, Iraj attacked Aref Qazvini 
(1882-1934), a singer, musician, and poet of the Iranian Constitutional 
Revolution, in very obscene terms. 

In this detailed article, the author examines the Arefnameh from 
several points of view to find the reasons for Iraj's animosity toward 
Aref. 

As a poet of the Constitutional Revolution, Aref expressed his 
nationalism in his political odes and songs. The most salient sentiments 
in them are his anti-Qajar sentiments and his antipathy toward the clergy 
and the ruling regime. Of course, Aref cannot be compared to Iraj as a 
poet. At his concerts some of his patriotic songs would drive audiences 
wild and many competed for tickets to them. The story goes that Aref 
came to Mashhad at one point and gave a successful concert in the 
National Park; but the fact that he had not informed (raj of his coming 
aroused the prince's anger. The author of this article concludes from his 

* All translations, unless otherwise stated. are by Paul Sprachman. 
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