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teaching Persian. Nevertheless, in addition to language situations, 
language has a myriad of other functions that students must learn. 
Although literature occupies a prominent place in the advanced courses, 
the authors should familiarize themselves with the issues and ways in 
which literature can be exploited in the classroom. Finally, the number of 
Persian words that students should learn at a particular level should be 
specified and practiced consistently and systematically over time. 

Ball and Mallet: Polo 

Bahram Gerami 

The author begins by noting that polo has always been understood as 
having originated in the East or in Asia. The theory that polo originated 
in Iran has now achieved universal acceptance. In ancient times polo in 
Iran was a form of military instruction, a preparation for war. According 
to the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, the game goes back to the beginning of 
the Sasanians and perhaps the oldest written document on polo is the 
Karnameh-ye Ardeshir Babakan. In the thirteenth century polo went 
from Iran to India and became a favorite among the rulers such as Akbar 
(r.1542-1605), who was accomplished at it. During Safavid times, polo 
was regularly played at the Naqsh-e Jahan Square in Esfahan, the Persian 
capital. British officers serving in India became familiar with the game 
during the first half of the nineteenth century. They brought it back to 
England, and the first polo matches were played in England and Ireland 
in 1871. At that time the game was known in England as "hockey on 
horseback" and in Ireland "horseback riding with impediments." 

In this short article, "Ball and Mallet" refers to the 78-line poem 
(included in the article) of Mirza Yahya Khan Sarkhosh, Secretary or 
Second Counsel at the British Embassy in Iran. 

The poem begins with praise of Mozaffar aI-Din Shah and goes on to 
describe the polo at the Tehran parade grounds between two teams of 
British nationals: one from the Embassy and the other composed of 
workers from the telegraph office and the bank. The Embassy team won 
and as a prize got a silver cup. 
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powerful Royal Councilor, in the interregnum periods, was the head of 
state as the Queen. Her role as the queen and the head of the Royal 
Council lasted four years. 

Pourandokht must have been a very powerful person to challenge 
Shirouye and survive his reign. There are indications that general 
Farrokhzad, the son of Bandovan, and the Christian faction supported 
her. She had a sound education and efficiently ran the Royal Council, 
which entailed arguing for and defending her line of policy in a council 
composed of the generals, statesmen and satraps of the realm. 

Azarmidokht was a beautiful and a most ambitious princess. She was 
probably supported by general Firouzan and, therefore, the Persian 
(Zoroastrian) faction. She staged a coup against general Farrokhzad, 
killed him and the reigning king with the help of Syavakhsh-e Razi, the 
commander of the Royal Guard, and was acclaimed the Queen of Iran. 

In the meantime, Pourandokht, as the Head of the Royal Council, 
informed Farrokhzad's son, general Rustam, commander of the Eastern 
Army, of his father's fate and invited him to Mada'en, the capital, to take 
over his father's responsibility, a fact that indicates the rivalry between 
the two queens and the conflict between their supporters. Rustam moved 
to Mada' en and, after a lengthy fight, defeated Syavakhsh, blinded 
Azarmidokht and announced himself as the supreme commander at the 
capital and reinstated Pourandokht as Queen. Azarmidokht's reign lasted 
eight months. 

A Review of Books on Teaching Persian 
As a Foreign Language' 

A. Soheili 

Our review reveals the fact that the authors ingeniously utilize a wide 
variety of techniques to show the regularity as well as irregularity of 
letter-sound correspondences in Persian orthography. As far as selection 
and gradation of materials are concerned, the writers use their own 
subjective criteria, rather than a set of objective guidelines that can be 
uniformly understood. In these books the learners are exposed to both the 
written and spoken forms of Persian, but deriving one from the other 
does not follow a systematic and well-targeted approach. Among the 
available methods, the authors use a communicative approach for 

• Abstract prepared by the author. 
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the World), written in the late 10th century in Persian. 
The acquisition of The Book Curiosities at a price of £400,000 (about 

$650,000) was made possible by a grant from the English Heritage 
Lottery Fund and generous donations from some charities and 
individuals. These grants and donations have also funded a project to 
prepare a thorough study of the treatise, to bring out an edition of the 
Arabic text with an English translation, and to disseminate the results as 
widely as possible through the internet, exhibitions and an outreach 
program. The site www.bodley.ox.ac.uklbookofcuriosities contains a 
high-quality electronic reproduction of the original text and its 
illustrations, linked by mouse-overs to a modem Arabic edition and an 
English translation. It includes also a "User's Guide" in eleven pages, 
which is very useful for easy accessing of different parts of the e-book. 

The treatise consists of 96 pages (48 folios) and is in two parts; the 
first on the heavens and the second on the earth. The first part comprises 
10 and the second, 25 chapters. Chapter one of the second part, and 
particularly the larger rectangular World Map, have been briefly 
described in the article (see the illustration), and reference has been made 
to the smaller circular World Map (chapter five) and the map of the 
Caspian Sea (chapter eleven). 

The Sassanid Queens * 

M. A. R. Taleghany 

In the early seventh century, when the Iranian empire was at its peak 
and the emperor Khosrow Parviz's domain extended from Egypt to the 
Chinese borders, the rivalry between the nobles and the religious 
conflicts between the Zoroastrians and the Christians brought the reign of 
Parviz to a sudden end. His son, Shirouye ascended the throne and, to 
secure his rule, killed most of the royal princes. Shirouye's rule is 
reported to have been eighteen months. In the aftermath of his death, and 
during the short-lived reigns of many kings, two princesses occupied the 
Sassanid throne: Queens Pourandokht and Azarmidokht. 

After Shirouye's succession to the throne, Princess Pourandokht 
initially opposed his rule but, after a while, they apparently came to an 
agreement. While Shirouye was the king, Pourandokht was the Head of 
the Royal Council, settling the disputes between different factions. 
During the next four years, i.e. 628-632 AD, she either headed the 

* Abstract prepared by the author. 
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especially as it applied to the period after September 1941. 
He begins with Ahmad Kasravi, the Iranian historian, linguist, jurist, 

and critic, who was born into a clerical family in Tabriz. This autodidact 
was one of the most prolific and universal scholars of the history of Iran. 
Some of the things he found in his research were original and can be said 
to constitute the basis for a new approach to Persian history and 
language. Because of this, he had an undeniable influence on thinkers 
who came after him. 

Sadeq Hedayat, the Iranian writer, translator, critic, and intellectual 
was born in Tehran into an upper class family that nurtured education 
and culture. He was the youngest son of Hedayat Quli Khan Hedayat 
(Etezad al-Molk). 

Hedayat's most celebrated fiction novel, The Blind Owl, made a 
significant impact on Iranian literary and intellectual circles. This 
impact occurred not only during Hedayat's lifetime, but also in 
future generations. His impact on modem Iranian literature also 
stems from his non-fiction works. These include his folklore 
anthologies, and his works on Omar Khayyam's Rubaiyat. Hedayat 
was the first to collect and write about this Rubaiyat in Iran. 
Hedayat's non-fiction works also show a strong interest in ancient 
and modem Iranian history, keen observation, and an ability to 
clearly express his intentions. 

Kitab-i Ghara'ib (The Book of Curiosities) 
In the Bodleian Library, University of Oxford* 

Cyrus Alai 

In June 2002 the Bodleian Library acquired an illustrated manuscript 
of a hitherto unknown Arabic cosmographical and geographical treatise, 
the Kitiib Gharii'ib al-Funun wa Mul'ah al- 'Uyun, (in English: The Book 
of Curiosities). The manuscript is a copy, probably made in Egypt in the 
late 1 t h or early 13th century, of an anonymous work compiled in the 
first half of the 11 th century in that country. The treatise is recognized as 
extraordinarily important for the history of science, especially for 
astronomy and cartography, and contains an unparalleled series of 
diagrams of the heavens and maps of the earth. It can only be compared 
with the well-known geographical work Hudud al- Alam (The Regions of 

* Abstract prepared by the author. 
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Aref led a very simple life, staying away from the lavish court of 
Mozaffar aI-Din Shah. He lived from the income from his concerts while 
they were popular. In Tehran and Hamadan two of his supporters put 
their houses at his disposal. He was not married and had no children, 
living with only a servant and a dog. At the end of his life he went to 
Hamadan and for two years lived in the home of the mayor. During these 
years supporters aided him, and when we read his political odes and 
songs, we see that he spoke openly without fear of what harm his words 
might bring him. Reading his complete works, we see that he was 
familiar with the mythical history of Iran as told in the Shahnameh of 
Ferdowsi. He was particularly proud of the ancient kings and the 
Sasanians. He wrote odes or composed songs about events that occurred 
during his own time. None of his contemporaries matched his skill in this 
regard. He believed in Iran's territorial integrity, and he was a 
determined opponent of the Qajar Shahs and the clerics, attacking them 
severely in his poetry. He also attacked the titled nobility by name and 
with impunity, which at times forced him to go into hiding. Despite this, 
agents of one of the nobility beat him so severely that he was bed-ridden 
for two months. He supported the lifting of the veil and the liberation and 
education of women. 

Only two incidents made Aref optimistic about the future of Iran. 
One was the coup d'etat of Seyyed Zia aI-Din Tabataba'i in 1921. 
Seyyed Zia rose from the common people to become a government 
minister and broke the spell the elite had cast on the country. The other 
incident was the establishment of a republican regime by Reza Khan, 
Sardarsepah, to which the clerics and a majority of the parliamentary 
representatives gave their assent. 

Iranian Identity in the 1940s from the Point of 
View of Ahmad Kasravi and Sadeq Hedayat 

Masoud Loqman 

The author of this detailed article examines the thoughts of two 
influential Iranian intellectuals from the period after the Constitutional 
Revolution: Ahmad Kasravi (1890-1946), and Sadeq Hedayat (1903-
1951), focusing on their views of the nature of Iranian identity. In his 
survey, the author divides their works into three periods: pre-Reza Shah, 
during Reza Shah's reign, and post-Reza Shah. He draws on the tripartite 
schema of Iranian identity put forward by Nader Naderpour (i.e., ties of 
soil, blood, and culture) to shed light on the notion of national identity-
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Aref Qazvini: Lyricist, Songwriter, Singer, and 
National Poet of the Constitutional Period 

lalal Matini 

The lead article of this issue of Iranshenasi, which is devoted to Aref 
Qazvini (1882-1934), begins by mentioning the views of contemporary 
scholars and poets about Aref. Three poets, contemporaries of Aref, 
contrary to the style of scholars, criticized Aref from a variety of points 
of view. Iraj Mirza accused him of pederasty and using profanity, and 
called him a person of little education and his poetry "nonsense." The 
poet laureate Mohammad Taqi Bahar said that Aref dined on the fat 
supplied by foreigners, leaning sometimes toward Moscow, sometimes 
toward London. He compared Aref s singing at concerts, which were 
very popular at the time, to the barking of a dog. Vahid Dastgerdi said 
that Aref took money from the British Petroleum Company. 

Others wrote that Aref lived among the toiling masses with his head 
held high, never succumbing to force or the temptation of riches, never 
writing panegyrics or pleasantries except when he determined to use his 
art to create a song, which he would lay at the feet of the people. He was 
said to be a guileless advocate of democracy, a frank critic of politics and 
society, and a translator of the will and feelings of the masses: in short, 
he was the national and official poet of the Constitutional Revolution. 
For sixteen years after the beginning of that revolution, he was in step 
with the people in all social movements. 

* All translations, unless otherwise stated, are by Paul Sprachman. 
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