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In Milani's views both Forughi and Erani were patriotic realists. Both 
wanted a modernized Iran. Of course, first and foremost for Erani was 
social justice, while Forughi stressed the issue of development. 

Secret Request for Aid from Stalin 
on the Part of Pishavari for the Succession 

of Azerbaijan from Iran 

Cyrus Madadi 

This document has been translated from Azeri to Persian. The original 
is found in the political archive of the Political Archive of the Russian 
Federation, and copy is kept in the State Archive on Political Parties and 
Social Movements of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Baku. It is a letter 
signed by Pishavari, Shabestari, Dr. Javid, and Gholam Daneshian and 
addressed to Stalin. It was delivered by the Soviet consulate in Tabriz. 
The letter states that Prime Minister of Iran Ahmad Qavam al-Saltaneh 
voided the agreement with the Soviets, leaving only one path open to the 
people of Azerbaijan: armed resistance by the heroic youth of the 
country in defense of its freedom. Qavam raised the issue of the oil in the 
north with the intentions of ensuring that the Red Army pull out of 
occupied Iran and to put down the nationalists movement in Azerbaijan. 
There is no doubt, say the signers of the letter, that he took these steps at 
the behest of the British and the Americans. 

The writers go on to say that they can't understand why the peoples of 
Greece and Indonesia can use arms to fight for their freedom, while they 
(the writers) must surrender themselves to their executioners. 

Thus they ask the Soviets for two things: 
1. A small amount of arms so that, given the open borders and the 

firmness of their forces, they will easily smuggle them to the nationalist 
forces. 

2. Now that Qavam had started the war, they be allowed to put 
pressure on him from all sides and thereby start the great nationalist 
struggle all over Iran. 

They repeat that the time for negotiation and peaceful resolutions has 
since passed. If Soviet aid be given clandestinely, then were Iran to take 
the issue to the Security Council, there would be no way to document its 
claim. 

If the Soviet Union gives its aid, it will save both the freedom of the 
people of Iran and Soviet policy from danger, if not the danger will be 
imminent and severe. 
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the concept of modernization and how Iran modernized. Masoud 
Loqman interviewed Abbas Milani on the topics of modernization , the 
recovery of Iranian identity under Reza Shah, and the views of Iranian 
identity of F orughi and Erani. 

Milani says that the reason why intellectuals supported Reza Khan-
some like Mohammad Ali F orughi supporting him after he became Reza 
Shah--was that they felt he could preserve the country and save it from 
the state of tribal feuding and competing fiefdoms, and, at the same time, 
be able to recover or augment the nation's lost identity. But the important 
issue here is the question of why a number thought Ahmad Shah, the last 
Qajar king who, according to documents from Iranian Anglophiles, 
hoarded grain in times of famine to make a profit, and money from the 
British, called the king democratic; while at the same a Reza Shah, who, 
according to British documents, the British were not all that influential in 
bringing to power, in the memory and mind of Iranians is seen as a 
British tool. The reason for this had to be found in the way the modem 
history of Iran has been written, much of it by the Tudeh Party members 
or supporters of the Party. Another factor has been the way the National 
Front has presented a one-sided picture of the Pahlavi period. 

On Forughi. Milani states that if we want to write the history of the 
modernizatioin of Iran, we must consider the finding of an identity, 
which is part of the story. In establishing part of that historical identity, 
he thinks, Forughi was one of the most outstanding people, in that he laid 
the foundations of that history. There were many writers, of course, who 
were active at the time, but absolutely none had the breadth and depth of 
influence that Forughi had. They knew Iran as well as the West and were 
neither transfixed by the former nor terrified by the latter. Meaning that 
any time they felt that criticism of the West or of Iranian tradition was 
warranted, they had no compunctions about voicing it. Forughi was in 
search of an identity with, without exaggeration and was rooted in the 
past and arose from the best aspects of it. 

Milani says that every time he speaks of Forughi, he becomes 
emotional, because he feels that his true importance to the history of Iran 
was not been realized. 

On Erani and his conception of being Iranian. Erani was a nationalist 
social democrat, not a Leninist-Stalinist. As we know that one of the 
basic conditions for joining the Third International that Lenin established 
in 1919 was this: the interests of Russia took precedence over the 
interests of all other proletarian movements. In Milani's view, if Erani 
had lived, he would never have fallen prey to the internationalism of the 
Tudeh Party, an internationalism that was synonymous with a slavish 
relationship with the Soviets. 
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islam received his first revelations and he is reported to have said "this is 
the first day the Arabs exacted revenge from the Iranians and they were 
supported by me." A number of orientalists have taken the story at face 
value and have reported it as such. 

The author of this article thinks otherwise: (1) If Nu'mann had 
refused the mighty Parviz, it is most unlikely that he had gone alone to 
his court. (2) If the Tayy Tribe thought it unwise to face the Iranian 
Army, no other tribe would have done otherwise. (3) the beginning ofthe 
prophetic mission was about 610 AD and at this time the Iranian army 
had conquered the greater Syria, Asia Minor and was besieging the city 
of Constantinople. It is unacceptable that such a mighty army could have 
succumbed to a few hundred Arabs. (4) in 610 the Prophet ofIslam had 
just started his mission and had only a few followers. He was confronted 
by his own people and had to escape from them for a while. It is 
unacceptable that in those troubled days he thought of a war in a far
away land. (5) And as he claimed that his mission was global, i.e. 
spreading Islam amoungst nations, it is not reasonable that he could have 
thought of putting Arabs against the Persians. (6) The last but not the 
least reason, the prophet could not have boasted of a Day that was part of 
the Arabs' heritage of the Jaheliyyah, or the period of ignorance. 

The author then proposes that the event might have taken place nearer 
the Arab invasion of Mesopotamia, around 632 to 634. He, however, 
reasonably argues that a certain Muthannaa b. Haarithah, was at this time 
engaged in highway robbery near Kufah. While attaching himself to the 
Arab armies, he would leave the Muslim camp at night and rob the 
villages in the neighbourhood. One night they came across a caravan 
taking a local princess to her wedding festivities, robbed the caravan and 
took the women along. To avoid the shame on their tribe, the Banu
Shayban invented the fight with the Iranian army, dated the event some 
two decades back and, to strengthen their claim to such a robbery, 
invented a prophetic tradition. 

The Revival of Iranian Identity during the Age of 
Reza Shah: Being Iranian and Modernization in 

the views of Forughi and Erani (Arani) 
[Interview with Abbas Milani] 

Masoud Loqman 

Much of Milani's writing shows a preoccupation with modernization, 
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relate to the dissatisfaction of Shii religious circles with the suppressed 
newspaper. Occasionally the dissatisfaction of theologians could have a 
poisonous effect on journalists. To mollify the clerics, preachers, and the 
angry masses of their followers, clerical members of parliament declared 
that the deputies and the government of Qavam al-Saltaneh bowed to 
their wishes. Religious supervision of the press was passed in two 
measures. The article points out that we do not see such stringent 
oversight of the press on the part of religion in two other large and 
independent Islamic nations: namely, the kingdom of Egypt and the 
Republic of Turkey (even before that in Ottoman times). 

The reasons and pretexts related to religion and resulting in the 
creation of difficulties for and the suppression of newspapers were 
numerous. This matter even related to newspapers and magazines that 
were published outside of Iran. 

Of course, we never see direct insults to the Holy Book or the Prophet 
of Islam in the press, but the clerics and their followers many times 
thought any article that insulted a member of the clergy grounds for 
suppressing the paper that printed it. 

The Story of "Dhu-Kaar" * 

M. R. Taleghany 

The story of Dhu Kaar, as popularaised by some narratives in the 
early Muslim histories is as follows: In the early i h century AD, 
Nu'man b. Mundhir was ruler of Hirah (near the present day city of Kufa 
in southern Iraq) and a satrap of the Iranian government. His enemies in 
the imperial court of Khosrow Parviz reported to him that Nu'man had a 
daughter with attributes that the king liked. Parviz ordered Nu'man to 
send her to the court. Nu'man refused to do so and took refuge with the 
Tayy tribe and asked for support. They told him that they could not face 
the might of parviz. He then deposited all his wealth and armoury with 
the Banu-Shayban tribe and went to the court of Parviz. He was killed on 
the king's orders. Parviz then asked Shayban tribe to hand over to him 
Nu'man's wealth and armoury. They refused. In the ensuing fight 
between the Iranian army and the Shayban, the Iranian army was 
defeated and the event was celebrated by the Arabs as the heroic Day of 
Dhukaar. 

It is also reported that the event took place in the year the prophet of 

• The Abstract IS prepared by the author. 
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United States dropped two atomic bombs on Japan. At the time the US 
was the only country with the bomb. The Soviet Union was worried that 
it might be the next target. It therefore created a number of peace 
organizations like the one in Iran, in different countries which collected 
hundreds of millions of signatures on petitions calling for outlawing the 
use of nuclear weapons and sent the petitions to the United Nations. 

The Iranian Coalition of Supporters of Peace was founded in 1950, 
and Bahar was selected as its head, becoming a member of the High 
Commission for World Peace as well. 

The article turns to the inaccuracies in introductory material on the 
poem "The Owl of War" and analyzes the sixty-three line poem. The 
author notes that for the first forty-one lines it is about the war and the 
damages it caused. It refers to the atomic bombing of Japan, then 
criticizes "world-exploiting West," which has attacked the East 
(specifically referring to the military occupation of Korea by the US and 
the United Nations during the Korean War). Then from the 42 to 53 lines 
it goes into subjects that have absolutely nothing to do with war. The 
author of the article finds references to the Point Four Program that was 
instituted under President Truman, and the economic and technical aid 
given by the US to various countries like Iran, where the Tudeh Party 
was in opposition to it. He concludes that poem does not evince the 
thematic coherence for which Bahar was know. 

Before it was read to Iranian Coalition of Supporters of Peace, "The 
Owl of War" was read to three persons so they could examine its 
"political" content, and it is probable that the inconsistency in the 
thematic structure of the poem was introduced during that examination. 

Religious Censorship of the Press the Religious 
Oversight of Journals in Iran 1922-28 

Nassereddin Parvin 

The Constitution of Iran and the Press Law passed in February 1907 
spell out the punishments for the journalists and the suppression of 
newspapers that publish writing against the principles of Islam. 

Religious censorship of newspapers and journalists has always 
existed. The earliest instance in Iran was the suppression of the 
newspaper Habl aI-Malin in Tehran. In the earliest period up to the 
beginning of the reign of Reza Shah, the author looks at twenty-one 
instances of religious suppression. Of the thirty-nine instances of 
suppression for which the causes were not clear, a considerable number 
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"The Owl of War" 
And the Iranian Coalition of Supporters of Peace 

lalal Matini 

The laureate Bahar, the renowned cotemporary poet, wrote his last 
poem, "The Owl of War," in the summer of 1950. Sixty-two years have 
passed since that time, and for that reason the lead article in this issue of 
Iranshenasi is devoted to the poem. The author of this article personally 
witnessed many of the events he discredited. 

This article examines the explanatory introduction to the poem 
published in the complete works (Divan) of Bahar and finds it to be 
untrue. It is the view of the author that the writer of the introductory 
material, Mohammad Malekzadeh, had made an error. The article asserts 
that since the first edition of the Divan was published in 1956, three 
years after the events of 1953, the compiler was forced to write his 
introduction in such a way the security agency would have no objection 
to it. 

Bahar read this poem to an organization known as "The Iranian 
Coalition of Supporters of Peace," which was a leftist organization. It 
came into being along with other leftist organizations because, after the 
attempt on the Shah's life early in 1949, the Communist (Tudeh) Party 
was outlawed, causing it to go underground and create front 
organizations to carry on its activities. Of course, The Iranian Coalition 
of Supporters of Peace was not directly tied to the Tudeh Party, but 
during the entire time it existed served as a mouth piece, so to speak, for 
the disbanded party. 

Why did the organization come into being? At the end of WWII, the 

* All translations, unless otherwise stated, are by Paul Sprachman. 
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