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ENCYCLOP JEOIA lRANICA 

These are the "sound" (salem) feet. (Possible modifications of these will be 

considered shortly.) The next stage is the combination of the arkan into the 

me$ra'. The Arabic terminology regards the bayt as the unit, and classifies 

the meters not only according to the particular sequence of arkan used but 

also according to the number of feet-normally four, six, or eight-in the 

complete bayt. Since, with minor modifications, the two halves of the bayt 

are parallel, it is sufficient for our purposes to take the me$ra' as the unit. 

There are in all nineteen "sound" meters (babr), the last three of which, 

though generally described as the "Persian" meters, are in fact almost as rare 

in that language as they are in Arabic. They fall into two main categories, 

those consisting of a sequence of the same foot (monfared), and those 

consisting of two alternating feet (morakkab). All seven of the first group 

and three of the second group have four feet in the standard form 

(motamrnan), while the remaining nine have three (mosaddas); see Table 17. 

(a) mOI!/arer/ 

Table /7 
METERS 

(hobO') 

I. hazaJ: majii'l/on maja'uon m~/a'ilon mqfii'llon 
2. raja:: mostaf('/cm mostale/on moslafelon mo.flafdon 
3. ramal: fire/iiton ./a'eliilon .fii't.>/iiton jQ'('liiton 
4. motaqQreb: fo'ulon fo'U/on fo'U/on fo'ulon 

v' 

5. motadiiHk: /ii'e/on jQ'elon jQ'e/on jQ'elon . v" v' . v" 

6. kamel: ma/~j'ite/on motaji'tlon mot~/ii'elon motalii'elon vV' v uv v - vv v vv v 

7. wiifer: moj'ita/alon mora'a/awn mofii'alalon mo.fii'alalonv 'N v '-'OJ V '.N 

(h) marakka/! 
(i) mOlsmman 
8. tawi1: fo'ulon ma./ii'ilon fo'u/fm mqfii'j/on 
9. malIld: fu('liilttlr file/on jQ't/6ftJlI jii'e/fln 

10. bus;(: maslafelon ji't/on moslalelon jQ'eloll 
(ii) moSfJ(/dQs 
II. mol/aJ!: motta/elon ji'elmon fl'elaton 
12. molare': ma./ii'i/onfo'e/alon maji'i1on 
13. monsaret: ",oslalelon mafUliilo moslaltdon 
14. moqtatob: matilfilo mosta/e/on moslaleitm 
15. sar;': mosla/tlon mostafelon matU/iito 
16. k,qfif: fli'el4lon moslafelon ji'e/illon 
17. qarib: ma/ii'ilon mq/iJ'iJonfo'eliiton 
18. garib (jaJiti): ji'eliiron ./ii'e/iJlOn mafli'ilon 
19. molaJcel:./o'elalon mq{fliJon mqfii'iloll 

v 

., v "'J 

v' 
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Arabic and Persian Basic feet Pattern 

Feet 

Five special meters proper for Arabic poetry: 

1- Kamil Mu ta fa 'i lun 

· .-.-/ 

2-Wafir Mu fa 'i la tun 

· - .. -/ 

3- TawTI Fa '0 lun Mafa'Tlun 

· --I 

4-MadTd Fa 'i la tun Fa 'i lun 

-.--/ -.-/ 

5- BasT1;: Mus taf 'i lun Fa 'i lun 

--.-/ --/ 

Eleven meters proper for Arabic and Persian poetry: 

1. Hazaj Ma fa'Tlun 

. ---I 

2. Ramal Fa 'i la tun 

-. --I 

3. Rajaz Mus taf 'i lun 

--. -/ 

4. Mutaqarib Fa'illun 

. --I 

5. Munsarih Mus taf 'i lun maf '0 la tu 

--. -/ --- ./ 



0-0 

6. Muzari' Ma fa 'nun Fa 'i la tun 

.---/ -.--/ 

7. Muqtazib maf 'u la tu Mus taf 'i lun 

---. / --. - / 

8. Mujtath Mus taf 'i lun Fa 'i la tun 

--. -/ -. --I 

9. SarI Mus taf 'i lun Mus taf 'i lun maf 'u la tu 

--.-/ --. -/ ---. / 

10. Khafif Fa 'i la tun Mus taf 'i lun Fa 'i Hi tun 

-.--/ --. -/ -. --I 

11. Mutidarik Hi'ilun 

-.-/ 

Three special meters for Persian poetry: 

1) qarTh Ma fa 'nun rna fa 'nun fa 'i la tun 

. ---I .---/ -.--/ 

2) GharTh/JadTd Fa 'i la tun Fa 'i la tun Mus taf 'i lun 

-.--/ -. --I --.-/ 

3) Mushiikil fa 'i la tun Ma fa 'Hun rna fa 'Hun 

-. --I . ---/ .-- -/ 

Arabic and Persian Basic feet Pattern 

Number of repeated foot in a hemistich 

Meter Feet 2 Times 3 Times 4 Times 

Seven meters with single foot pattern. Morabba' Mosaddas Mothamman 

1. Hazaj Mafa'nun 

. ---I 



2. Ramal Fa 'ila tun 

-.--/ 

3. Rajaz Mus taf 'i lun 

--.-/ 

4. Mutaqarib Fa 'ij lun 

· --I 

5. Mutidarik Fa'ilun 

-.-/ 

6- Kamil Mu ta fa 'i lun 

· . -.-/ 

7-Wafir Mu fa 'i la tun 

· - .. -/ 

* Seven meters with double feet pattern. 

1- Tawil 

2-MadId 

3- Bastt 

4. Munsarih 

5. Muzari' 

6. Muqtazib 

7. Mujtath 

1 Time 2 Times 

Morabba' Mothamman 

Fa 'ij lun Ma fa 'Hun 

.--/ 

Fa 'i la tun Hi 'i lun 

-.--/ -.-/ 

Mus taf 'i lun Fa 'i lun 

--.-/ -.-/ 

Mus taf 'i lun maf 'ij la tu 

--. -/ --- ./ 

Ma fa 'Hun Fa 'i la tun 

.---/ -. --I 

maf 'ij la tu Mus taf 'i lun 

--- ./ --. -/ 

Mus taf 'i lun Fa 'i la tun 

--. -/ -. --I 



o-v 

1 Time 

** Five meters with triple feet pattern Mosaddas 

1. SarI Mus taf 'i lun Mus taf 'i lun maf '0 Iii tu 

--.-1 --. -I ---.1 

2. Khafif Fa 'i Iii tun Mus taf 'i lun Fa 'i la tun 

-.--1 --.-1 -.--1 

3. qarfu Ma fa 'Ilun rna fa 'Ilun fa 'ila tun 

.---1 .---1 -.--1 

4. Gharfu/Jadld Fa 'i la tun Fa 'i la tun Mus taf 'i lun 

-.--1 -. --I --.-1 
5. Mushlikil fa 'i Iii tun Ma fa 'Ilun rna fa 'Ilun 

-. --I . ---I . ---I 

Exception: 

* Seldom meters from double feet group may add another foot from the first 

or the second part of the feet pattern to its hemistich and become Mosaddas 

in number of feet in the distich. Drop the last feet, " 'ariiz", of first hemistich, 

and last feet, "zarb", of second hemistich of a mothamman couplet, makes it 

mosaddas too. 

** Very seldom meters from triple feet pattern may get another foot from one 

part of the feet pattern to its hemistich to become Mothamman or drop a foot 

from each hemistich to become Morabba' in number of feet in the distich. 



Symbol syllable type Equivalent persian tem Persian foot example 

One syllable 

shorl sy/lable . breve (unstressed) sa 

long syllable macron (stressed) (sabab-I khafiji ta' sab 

One and half yllable-' sesqulsyllable (sabab-I mutlvaSSl/) la' sabz 

Disyllables. Foot type Persian term Persian foot type Example 

-- Ipyrrhus, dibrach (sabab-I sagil) fa '3 sa sa 

-
lamb (vatad-I ma}tllli') fa 'al sa sab 

-
trochee, choree (vatad-I mafniq) fa' 13 sab sa 

- spondee fa' Ian sab sab 

1 risyllables 

--- tribrach fa 'j lu sa sa sa 

- -- dactyl lii'llu sab sa sa 

- amphibrach fa '(j lu sa sab sa 

--- anapest (filSilth-1 sughrii! fa 'i Ian sa sa sab 

-
bacchlUs fa 'a Ian sa sab sab 

-- antibacchjus maf'a lu sab sab sa 

- cretlc, amphimacer fa 'i Ian sab sa sab 

--- molossus maf'O Ian sab sab sab 

Tetrasyllables' 
---- tetrabrach, proceleusmatic fa 'a la tu sa sa sa sa 

- --. Iprimus paeon muf ta II lu sab sa sa sa 

- -- secundus paeon mu Ia 'j lu sa sab sa sa 

.. - tertius paeon fa 'a Iii tu sa sa sab sa 

-.. - quartus paeon (fosiilh·, kubra) fa 'i la tun sa sa sa sab 

-- -- spondee, pyrrhus mus taf'i lu sab sab sa sa 

--- pyrrhus, spondee fa 'i Iii tun sa sa sab sab 

- - ditrochee Ia " Iii tu sab sa sab sa 

- - diiamb rna Ia 'i lun sa sab sa sab 

.- choriamb muf ta 'i Ian sab sa sa sab 

-- antispast rna Ia 'T lu sa sab sab sa 

--- first epitrite rna Ia '1 lun sa sab sab sab 

- second epitrite Ia 'i Iii tun sab sa sab sab 

-- - third epitrite mus taf 'j lun sab sab sa sab 

--- fourth epimte maf 'u Hi tu sab sab sab sa 

---- dispondee maf'O Iii tun sab sab sab sab 



Meter 

J- Kamil 

2-Wafir 

3- TawIl 

4- Madld 

5- Basil 

1. Hazaj 

2. Ramal 

3. Rajaz 

4. Mutaqarib 

5. Munsarili 

6. Muziirf 

7. Muqtazib 

8. Mujtath 

9. SarI' 

10. Khafif 

11. M utidarik 

1) qarIb 

2) Gharlb/Jadld 

3) Mushakil 

Arabic and Persian Basic Pattern 

Feet 

Anapest+iamb 
.. -.-/ 
Iamb+anapest 

· - .. -/ 
Bacchius First epitrite 

· --I 
Second epitrite Amphimacer 
-.--/ -.-/ 
Third epitrite Amphimacer 
- -.-/ -.-/ 

First epitrite 
.---/ 

Second epitrite 
- .--/ 

Third epitrite 
--.-/ 

Bacchius 

· --I 
Third epitrite Fourth epitrite 
--.-/ ---./ 

First epitrite 

· ---I 

Second epitrite 
-.--/ 

Fourth epitrite Third epitrite 
---./ --.- / 

Third epitrite Second epitrite 
--.-/ -. --I 
Third epitrite Third epitrite Fourth epitrite 
--.-/ --.-/ ---./ 

Second epitrite Third epitrite Second epitrite 
- . - - 1 - -. - / - . - -I 
Amphimacer 
-.-/ 

First epitrite First epitrite Second epitrite 
.---/ .---/ -.--1 

Second epitrite Second epitrite Third epitrite 
-.--/ -.--/ --.-/ 

Second epitrite First epitrite First epitrite 
-.--1 .---/ .---/ 



ly pary Jij yari khush khu 

Jiil'i la tun 

naz kamkun 

Fa'ia tun 

0\ • 

Second ·epitrite= Fa 'ila tun 

Macron, iamb, Macron Trochee, Macron, Macron SesqUisyllable, Macron, Macron 

iliff) 11 j ttt; J H~I 
'---'" 

Dy dy dilat 

Third epitrite =Mus taf'ilun 

Macron, Macron, lamb 

. Man su rani 

az qiydi gham 

Mus tafi lun 

Macron, Trochee, Macron 

J 

a zlld shud 

Mustaf lun 

Macron, sesquisyllable, Macron 

J I 
'\. 

sar bar dar 

Maf'ii Ian 

l ~ ./ 

Forth epitrite=Maf'u latu 

Macron, Macron, Trochee Macron, Macron, sesquisyllable 

Short syllable = (f) 
Long syllable = (J ) 
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Abstracts of Persian Articles 19 

Pronouns in Persian Discourse Structure * 

A. Soheih 

In this article I have analyzed the relation between a referent and its 
pronouns, dependent or independent, in terms of coherence within the 
lexical relation of Persian discourse structure. Persian traditional 
grammarians consider a pronoun a category which replaces a noun in 
order to avoid its repetition. In Persian discourse structure, however, a 
pronoun functions as a cohesive device to recapitulate the content and 
grammatical features of its referent. The writer of a text uses pronouns as 
clues to assist the reader to form a cohesive mental picture of the text. 

* The Abstract is prepared by the author. 
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later, by some Western writers in modem times. Some western writers 
have claimed that "Marathon saved democracy" and "if the Persians had 
won the battle, there would have been no sign of democracy." Based on 
the Histories, we can see that Persians actually spread democracy in 
some Greek cities by removing their tyrants and, for example, the people 
of Miletus and Argos were happy that the Persians brought law and order 
to them. 

Spiritual Friendship in the Risalat al-Tayr 
(Treatise on the Birds) and the Beginning of 

Rumi's Masnavi 

Shokoofeh Taghi 

The author of the essay compares the Treatise on the Birds by Ebn 
Sina (Avicenna) and the beginning of Rumi's Masnavi. and shows how 
and to what extent the two are close and where they differ on the concept 
of true brotherhood, true love, and Islamic philosophy and mysticism. 

Ebn Sina begins his treatise with a "complaint" about the voice of a 
bird imprisoned in a trap wailing about the sufferings caused by 
estrangement. The bird longs for a true brother so he can describe his 
pain to him. 

When lalal aI-Din Rumi, despite being counted among the opponents 
of philosophy in many ways, begins the Masnavi by speaking about the 
journey of the soul from the reed bed, his point of view is comparable to 
that of the beginning of the Treatise on the Birds. The treatise is a short 
piece of no more than a few pages. 

On the Entry in the Encyclopaedia Iranica 
"Poetic Meter" 

Ali Sodeif 

The writer, while honoring the contributions of non-Iranian scholars 
in introducing and disseminating the culture of Iran, and acknowledging 
the work of Elwell Sutton, discusses some of the errors in chart 17 of his 
entry on meter in the Encyclopaedia Iranica. 
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The Facts about the Battle of Marathon 
in 490 BeE * 

Yusef Amiri 

17 

The Battle of Marathon in 490 BeE was part of a larger Aegean Sea 
Expedition headed by the Persian generals Datis and Artaphernes. This 
expedition was mostly successful for the Persian Empire and it was only 
at Marathon that for the first time a Greek city-state could win a battle 
against the mighty Empire. This victory was a huge psychological boost 
for Athens but only a minor set-back for the Achaemenids. The 
Athenians exaggerated this victory and discussed it out of context and 
many modem scholars, writers and media have followed this line. 
Persian gold and power continued to win allegiance and shape the 
politics on its western fringes. This encounter is, mistakenly or 
intentionally, called part of the "Greco-Persian Wars". However, at the 
time there was no united front or entity called "Greece" and almost all of 
the Greek city-states were either under Persian rule, vassals of the 
Persians, or neutral. Only a few of them (Athens, Sparts, Naxos, Rhodes) 
were against Persian rule and even inside Athens there were "corrupt" 
politicians who preferred to be part of the Persian Empire. Modem 
scholars prefer to call it part of the "Persian invasions". 

This article, based on careful reading of the Histories by Herodotus 
and some modem research about the Battle of Marathon by experts such 
as Sekunda and Hammond, tries to give a detailed account of the 
premises and reasons for this battle, and shows its place in the larger 
picture of policies of Achaemenid Empire in the west. It starts with a 
quick look at the situation of Athens and Sparta and their relations before 
this battle. Then it follows the events that led to the "Ionian Revolt" and 
the Aegean Sea Expedition. It shows the allegiance of Greek city-states 
at the time of expedition. It then discusses the fantastic numbers 
(hundreds of thousands!) given about the strength of Persian forces in 
this battle and based on some research, estimates the actual number of 
fighting forces on each side. In a day to day account of the battle, the 
events of the battle are explored and what mistakes or betrayals caused 
the victory of the Athenians. The last part of the article shows the 
influence of this victory on the overall dynamics of the relations between 
between The Persian Empire and Greek city-states including Athens. It 
also debunks the myths created around this victory by Athenians and, 

• The Abstract is prepared by the author. 
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Iranian Oral History Program Foundation for Iranian Studies, Matini said 
that General Varahram also mentioned that the Russians had published a 
map of Iran in which various provinces were identified as various 
republics, and only in Shiraz was there a province by the name of Pars 
(Fars). 

The writer of this article has raised this question: What devices will 
some major power use to carry out the dismemberment of Iran? To 
answer the question, he refers to measures taken in the past to wrest 
Azerbaijan from the country. 

They will alter historical documents to say that before the Russo
Iranian Wars and the signing of the Golestan and Turkmanchay Treaties, 
Azerbaijan along the Aras River was divided into two parts: North and 
South. There was no such statement in the agreements. 

Because the people of Azerbaijan speak a Turkic language, they will 
declare them "Turks." 

They will change geographical designations such that Aran north of 
the Aras River will become "Azerbaijan." 

They will hold every year a "World Congress of Azerbaijanis." 
(Iranian Azerbaijan and the Republic of Azerbaijan). 

They will declare that the famous Persian poet Nezami wrote in a 
"Turk" language, something that Stalin brought up in one of his news 
conferences. They declared that he wrote poetry in Turkish! 

They will unveil a statue of Nezami as a Turkish and Azerbaijani poet 
in Moscow in front of the Azerbaijani consulate. 

Mostafa Vaziri declared Iranian national identity to be a subject of 
academic interest in the nineteenth century and said that the concept of 
Iran is a product of a religious or tribal mentality. 

Soviet Russia announced that Iran was a country of many nations, 
composed of various folks: "Fars," Azerbaijanis, Kurds, etc. 

The writer cites the memoirs of Parviz Ekteshafi, a Tudeh (Iranian 
Communist) Party officer, to show that the Russians used the word 
"Fars" instead of "Iranian" in the passports of Iranians who sought refuge 
in Russia. 

The author's article also raises this rhetorical question: Is it only Iran 
that is composed of many peoples and tribes? 

The end of the article points out that it hasn't just been the Russians 
who have made use of the varied, multi-ethnic nature of Iranian society 
to dismember it. In recent years the Americans have also in a way begun 
to support the tribal minorities of Iran. 
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How Iran becomes Irani stan ? 

Jalal Matini 

In his last press conference, which was broadcast live over Iranian 
radio and television, Mohammad Reza Shah referring to the unrest in 
Iran and without mentioning Ayatollah Khomeini by name, asked, "Do 
you know why the current disruptions came about"? He then answered 
his own question by saying that it is an effort to make an lranistan out of 
Iran. 

Matini was watching the interview at the time and that was the first 
occasion he had heard the term "Iranistan." He thought that the Shah 
meant that Iran would become a Communist republic like Uzbekistan or 
Tajikistan, etc. The next day, while working at the Academy of 
Language and Literature, he raised the question of whether he meant that 
Iran would become Communist with Dr. Khanlari, President of the 
Academy. Dr. Khanlari said, "No. After the 1953 overthrow of 
Mosaddeq, the Communists published a map of Iran that would have 
each of the provinces of Iran become an independent republic. Only 
Tehran, Qom, Kashan, Isfahan, and Yazd would be termed "Iraneh" in 
French and Shah translated it as "Iranistan." The Shah's point was that 
Iran would remain in name only," Years later in an interview with the 
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