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crL>1 ,J..a>c> <5' l> ~I lS""}.9)c> ~I c51 d..o.lS elf r" .~ <5' ~~ L,.o LS""G~ "" 

c5~ L.J~-.l.J oS ..::.....,,1 ~I ..;'..0j JL crJ91 JL..,I .~ <5' ~ LbL ~ ~ <5' ..;'J.:...oy;, 

0. j,;».) ~ ~I lS""")1.9 d5 Lr.'.1 .)Y."~ L., d5 ~.~ lS'" (\ '\ '\6: V) )L::......o 
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0. l.5L> ~ II . ..::....:>}"'! ~I ~ I) lS"""~.)) 0~.r..)) ~)J..;. d5 ~.~ lS'" (r· • '\: \ i'f) 
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..:,yJ d5 -lJ.~ lS'" ,.))..)j ~; ~ l.5jL,.; lS""")1.9 wL.-!.)1 ;liT 0..)jly. l.51)"! d5 ,cr· . A: 

0~)1 . .JJ..).? lS'" 114..iL..::......r..)).)? lS'" ~ lS"""~.)) o)L.,).) ~~,~ ~I '~)J..;. 

).) I)~) ~ ~)j' ~ 0 1r.1)) d5 ..LS lS'" ~y.:>.) ~ I) ~ii 0-:.1 ~ l.51.9T 'Lr.'.I)"! 

,cr· • V: \ n 11..::..........,1 0 1y.1 0'" tl.i))).) .cr· • A: n·) II..LS ~ 4c~L, l.5~L::.....,I.) 

0.)3-' ~ly.1)) :..::..........,1 ~I~ lS""")1.9 ,-:-_d l.5~)s:..lllL..:::, y,L., ~ lS"""~.)) Llo.> ~ ~1r.1 l.5)"!I)"! 
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)1 ....s::,,)1 ;1) .:I~ <5' lSr l L.>lS~.~ lSlr. L.>1r..1 ~ Ll...o...> ~lS 11 . .h9l> ~1.9r 

Ll...o...> lS~L::.....,I.:I L.>~Ir> as .:I).:I.:IL, "-! 1).:Ir> ~~j).:I ~~X o).9.:1~. L.>)'.:I) ·(s).)\ 

:~~d.J.:I~I.9I,,-!b~L.>T).:I~.9.:1) 

'r"~)~1 cS~) .w~L "" o}.! ~~ ,~l; ~I~ .r. )~ ..:.,;.1 jI ~ ~l; ~I.r. ~J.:,j .s ..:r..1 "-! ~I~ 

~r .9lSl.;j~ L.>j .i>.)I.:I}' (" •• V:" A n L.>)'.:I) lSlr. as ~ ~ "-! lSjW 

,~yb )I :.:1).:1 .:I}}5" .9.:1 4<3GbU lS.9 ' 1IW.r.-4-0.9 ~ 0).9.:1» ).:1 Lr.'.Ir.~ . ..:.......,1 c...o~ 

L.>L,).:I ~~ ,';" . .:1 ..jyb )I '.9 ~rl )),L.,.:Ir .h."l> ~I¥, r. ~ lSi.r. ..:......., lSI ~.9 

I r . .l.lb.:l <5' I) ~.9) lS~T ~l.A.., ).:1 L.>.:II.::........;.IlS".L;I~ lS.9 "-! as ..:......., ~1.9) 

\.:; L.>L.~ oybl.:> ,..::....,.~ lS"L.j~ L,. Wu.~ lSlr. ~.9.:1) Ll...o...> ~ )lS' d.J ).:1 

).:1 .~~ <5' 15::/,,1 J u/r.I).:I Uz, ~L,)I C'.~ as ..L.S <5' ~ I) ~I) 0~ lSI ojl~1 

l>L.9 0 .:I d.J . ("..:.......,.:1·1 Uz, ~ dS ~ I ~ . L::.....,L .s.., . L,Uz, ~ . ). ).9 . r>-' U lS .. ) u!.r u . .. u ~ 

Y"-" J)l::.- .9 ol> \.:; ~.9lS' <5' I) fI>:'~ lS4->lS' lS4r.i Ir. . .9 .9 ~)1.9 w~.:I1 ).:;1 li.J....u) <5' 

..L.S <5' I~. L.>L::.....,~ L.>1r..1 };I ).:1 .9 lS"'"')4. L.>~ ).:1 as I) lS)~ .~~ I) L.>1y?1 o~ 

p..; d.J .~ # ~ ~jS ).:1 ..::....,.~ lS~ L,I . ..:......., <5')L,llS)~ L.>~I ~ 

~~ 

,J.:,I o~? I) )l) ~ ~I c.r''1 ~ <.JL,.;I.r.1 .s ,..::......, cs-'L.> <.J1r.1 ~. <.J~)~1 ~'P.~ "-! 'F 

~ 0)G,..o ~ t.", ,,-"L.;j~) )~ I) c...; .J.:,I o~? ..::......,)~ ~ ~).:; )~ LS""l> c!i,.., )~ <.J1r.1 jI ~. 
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.9 ~).:I ~.:I~ lS".L:,I lS"'"')1.9 w~.:I1 L ~ .9 L.>LSlS:.> .9 )~. L.>L,) . ..:.......,1 o~ ~ 

~.Lo.; "-! L.>L,Ll, ~~ ).:1 .h9l> .9 I"~ .9 ~.9.:1) )~I )I ~L.,~I ~ I) .:Ir> u!.L:,1 

I~ Lr.'.1 }:i14; L,.9 ~).:I lS".Uz,*,"" L, ~y>tJ ~lS 'LX-I.:I~.9 ~ L,1.~)jS <5' 
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The Moving Finger writes, Jnd hJving writ, Moves on, Nor all thy piety not (sic) wit 

Shall lure it back to cancel hJlf a line, Nor all thy tears WJsh out J word of it! 

3 ~ I"L.> JLo ~L),~ . .)).) ~ 3.) I"L.> ~I ~ ~ 0:'.14; 0.))31 

,L. 11~y..,1I JL.> o~.lj ..::........, ~ ~ oSL ~ ~; jJl.r.~ 4; <..S"3.) 

;) 0L,5 ~-.l..ol~.)~ ,-:-,L.::..;I).) l.b.>~. \F((.I"L.> o~ ~II ,~.) ..::..)~ ~ 

~ jI jJl.r.~ oS ..::........,1 0J.1 .))3-" 0J.1 ).) ,~I (J'"'L::J)3L> ,( \ "M: rn IS)"!) 

3 -\>.W- LII oS I) IS~ l:; .))"! o*, III"L.> ~ M ~ ~L) jI U;;'t 0 Lj ~ 4; 

)50:'I o,",¥- jI ,-:-,y )..l.S 01 ...33r-" ((~y..,11 L..Y . ..I.J.Iy-! 11..::........,1 )SjL..., I"L.> 1SUz, a.::..iJS 

,..::........,L::JI lS'"'"'}.s ..::..~.)I L ~ 0L,.y o...,L,S'..I..ij 0~ ..I.J.L, oS ')y. 0L.) oS -.l..ol)"! 

).) )y. 0L.)'~).) .c.-..:::,I~. I"L.> ~ ~ ~L) jI ~193 L 01')~)"!1I1) J>I d..<>.>;11 

0} ).) ISrL, jI IS~ L <..S"')LI ,-:-,)\.ii.;1 ~131 ).) L..;.) <5'.19~ o)~).) ~ oS 0J.1 d'~ 

: or-On ~ .))3.)1 J~ ~ oS ,~I .f'L, 0v. rb ~ IS~ ,J..S C3y;, ~.)jL.. 

~ ,.)~ ~.)jy 0} 11~y;, ~L.o 0Uz,lyl~ 3 J .. G...o i9)k1l jI ~. (\ "VA 

.-\>.L,..; <..S" 

d.; .. ...::........,. I, .. : ... I -I L <.\.iL...,L::J ..... d..o...> .. 0v . .-;q <:' oL..:...:::,l.) . L 1 
~ ......,....., ~ . 0r-'. Y .. ~ r . ) )y. u .. ) 

).)L; 'J».J..J.. IS~I) .)L.,I oS ~y <..S" 0't.)) .~ 11..::........,1 0 1y,.1 0-" I"L;II ).) IS~ . .) 

'V·(0 lS <5'.3-1) Lr!'lS ~~ I"L; ~ .)~ lSI ojli·d~) .))3)Uz, 0~1.) ).) '0't.)) 

4; ~ II~ 0v.3 )jJt>1I L. 4.LJ J 4.LJ .....QJ/0..1..ily L Jy;, ~ ~ Lr!'lS ~3.) 

..::..~')lbl lSI)"! ~ 0:'.rer. 0}J)"! ,-:-,LS oS ~ -\>.L \I,.~ J»3.r.'.. 3 }il 0}J)"! .))~.) 

~Ii.;". ~~ 0~ ,<..S"L; (J'"'L::J Jy;, 01 lSI)"! 0R ,~ ..::..Wy;, 3 Jy;, ~ c>1) 

uL..:> )ly;; ~ 3 ..I..il.)~ <..S" )"! ~I ~ I) ~ J ~/ )[:;\ 0}J)"! I~.c.-..:::,I.) lS"'""L> 

0:'.1 . .)1.) <..S")I) J>3} d'r-").) I) ~\ ...31; »IS~ L ,Jl> ~ ).) '3 .)3..l..:>t..o 

d.;~ II~ Sv. 3 )jJt>1I 0}J)"! d..o...>; . ..I..i~ IS)K; ~ ~ 0 1-.G...o i9)k ,-:-,L 1S.)3j ~ )[:;1 

J 4.LJ.....QJ/ oS c.-..:::,I.) o~ ~y.., . ..::........,1 ~.)jy 0} lS'"'"'L::J Jy;, ..::..'t~ jI ISj)L 

oS (ethnographic) ..::........, pK; I"~ L.lS'"'"'L:....o.))-" ,-:-,LS oSL ~ -.s!.)1 IS} I 4.LJ 



,,'\ 

0.:>1.:> 0L; I) ,-;-,1;>:1 IIJ)I>I 9 '0:'':> ,lA, ~L91 \s.c41 1"5-""')11 lSI d...oli}Lw y1b ) ~ 

9 .....9).~li..::.,lS".; 11'~....s:.". 9 )j->llIlIS4,..;L...,I.:» 0~r.~';).:> d5" "::"""""9) 0:'1) \~."::"""""I 

\ '\ .) ~ J~ ~ . ..::.........,1 ,-;-,tS ~.:> ISlA, ~ jI ;; o..l.ij 9 Si) .r... J-<>I ~I ..::.,~ 

~II f'li ~ I) ,s,.'t1S d5" .:>}' y,:, IS)~IS ,.:>}' (j'"'b)9l> ~ ~ 0~r. (\ '\ VA: 

~) ).:> d5" IS~':> .:»..l.iL...,1 ..::.,'t~ W ~II d5" ~L,) l.5" Jo9} ~ II~~ 

0:'109..l.J ~I~ l.5""'0tS..L...il~ d5" ~ 0:'1 L ,.:>}' (j'"'y.....,.:».:> "::"""'::'1.:> ':>P,-9l.5"~ 

~ .:»9-" 0:'.1 ).:>.jJI>1S 4 1 1I·..l.i)91 ..::.........,.:> ~ I) 01 ,~L Q) ~j Jr--a ~ LI)I d5" 

~ ).:> L,I . .:>}' 0">"':::' J.!L, 1SlA,~.; 0:'.~.G- 0iJr.~'; '1S9 ~.:>~ ).:> 0~ ~ 

,~ J-<>I .yJ 9 0~j ~ .;1.99L ,JG-~ ).:> '9 .;L,) ISlA, ~; d5" ~L,j).:> ,L, 

) d5" I) is'.lA, ~ S/91 . ..::.........,1 "::""""").:>li J.J.:> 9':> ~ 1I~)lS1l 0YJ.> ~; 0~li 

~ o..l.ij .:»~ l.5" ,-;-,1 Ilj9-".7" Jro ll '-;-'-'.j- 9 ~ "::"1.:>p,-9-" 9 ~I c....i&.:;, lS~jS.r' 

I) )~ 0:'.1 ..l.i)..l.i is'.bl ~~ ..::.,L.d 9 4,..;~j ~ d5" ~tS..L...il~ ~ ,W~ '9 .:».:> lS" 

~1.9 9 ~19 <1..>9 oJ...:..S ~ 1I~)lS1l }:;I r.L, ..L...iL, 0~r. ~.; d5" ..l.iI:>.:> lS" 

r· '':>r. 0* 01) L.?)L:,191S.:>l.i;j11S~1.:>r..hJLh." 09~ 0 1iJ l.5" 9..::.........,1 J~ .:>L,.:;..cl 

..::., Iyb l> ).:> ~ Iy 1 IS':> L.:-! .r" L.c ) ~. y,:, .h9 G- ~ ,4..a ~ L:, r. 09)k 

d5" ..l.J.~ l.5" (r· . 'f: V·) JSlS:.:> II'~ ~j.r' jI }Lwll ).:> . ..::.........,1 r.~ 0tS~~ 

)?I ).:> l..l:, o..w)..l.A .b~ ).:> d5" ,...,L ~.r... J:...o 9 ~ ~Iyl d...il> y1b ).:> ..b.jf.:> U~.) 

,~ ,..;)~ 0y...l.A .h9G- ~ ~ I) .:>~ dj)k 0LSlS:.:> '~9':> ~ .:>L,.j ,..::.........,1 

) }Lwll ).:> . .:>}' 0 1* 110L . .:>W-. J·l..:>9 11 9 r.~.li ~ lS)tSjy>1 9 IS;-c-L:J d5" ..l.il.:> lS" 

d5" o~Y is'.i.:> y..:>.:> II'L}IIIS)K:......,I~ jI ~..::........., ~L...,I.:> (Vr-fA) II~ ~j.r' 

I) ,-;-,tS 1I<I.lJI ~II ....s:.". L . ..l.ij l.5" Jl.;c ..b.jf.:> u~.) ~ 0LSlS:.:> ~ 01 L.r.> ).:> 

~ ) d5" 01 II .:>~ l.5" t9~ ~ 0:'1 L d5" -.L.31l.5" ~y.c 1S9) ~I 9 -.W' l.5" j~ 
<\..o.lS.:> I) 1S-hJ ~ y,:, 0LSlS:.:> )~. u).:> is'L.c 9 jli 0tS~.:> L jL I.:».:> is'G ~Li. 91 

II':»':> is'b 9..::.........,1 r d5" .:>yS 0 1iJ ~/.:>~ 0~ .:»jS l.5".:>~ L::.S .r')II:-.W' l.5" 

1).h9G-~ ..l.J.~ ~~ G9':> ~.I.Y'":'.Y d...oLS..l.ij"::"~ L::;- 0:'.1.( \ ifr : \ :r~f) 

~~.; 0:':-! ..l.J.L ~ 0..l.i1.:>.?r.)':> '0:'.Ir. 09}1.-.W' ~ 9 ~I.:>.? r. ~I ~ 

y1b (r· . 'f: V \) d5" ..::.........,1 ~9) dv»}').-.W' ,-;-,Gwl ~ ~ ~~~.~; ~ ~I 

:..::.........,1 o..l.J.jf r. I) Jo~)~.:> 

You are the hyacinth, my beloved, to which every perfume owes its scent. 



You command so much, yet you do nothing but reprove. 

You pass, lightly as the wind, over the corpse of your lovers, the martyrs of 

your love. 

Bu t, alas, your logic is the logic of time. You will not be detained, ever 

rushing forth. 

:~I)~ 0:'.1 (back translation) t..r'~ 4; ~ oS 

.~I~) u~-..\A L",~ W ~.I) oS 'lJ-A)~'~ ~ JS u1 ~ 
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).:> 0J.1 r. o~)k .~I ul~l} ~;.;I IIL51 ~bJ.i1l L. ~ ytb ).:> ul jllS".4JL., oS 

oS ~I~. ~~ ~.:>~ lS" ~.bJ dJ.bJ ~~. ~ ~ lBr" II~II J51 tlya-o 

.:>~ lS" )5':> ~I ~ 01) ) ~~ ,l.ol 't~':> ~ ).:> .~ ((HII .b..91..> )~ 

~ :.:>~ lS" (polysemous) lS".~ ~ L51 0)159 ..l;l).:> lS" ,,-:>.l.o d ~I II~II~ 

U9-.1..! oS ~ ~ ~ 1"5':> ~ L>.; 'J.91 ~ -....9» r. ((.cs'~)11 ~.9 ((O).~'>II 
0':>7.- ~. --~ u~ .b..91..> jJb ~ ).:> . ..GI.:>)' lS" ..".,Lbl dJ I) ~I )~.I JJ.:> 

c.JS )~ dJ oS II'~ ~jr) ~))).:> oS 0J.1 ~ . .:>~ lS" u~. <...s!.~7.-.9 cs'1p....l> 

o~~ uLj ,.b..91..> ~ ~ .9 ~; ).:> ,Iy,f .9 L,) 5 ( 15) o.:>WI j~ ~ lS"l:S 

t)l) ytb~ .9 ';"j) r. ~ . .:> ~L:, ytb jI ~II oS ~I..> ) ~ L5)1 . .:>~ lS" S.:S 

r. 0.9)k HU)':> L5jl.::.o...,.9 ~.t9Wi ~ ~ ).9.bJ ~ )11.9 HIIO':>J-! ~1.9 

dJ ~1 w.r.~ .9 lS")L1 '7')lQ..;1 ) ~ ulfoi u~.:>w.. ~Y' o)L).:> y.(il w~ L5~)':> 
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Abstracts of Persian Articles 
Naser Shirazi with explanatory notes. 

"Iran" in the Memoirs and Fiction 
of Expatriate Writers 

Paul Sprachman 

7 

This is the first in a two-part article. After finishing a review of a 
highly chauvinistic work called Iran and America: Rekindling a Love 
Lost by two Badiozamanis, Badi and Ghazal, the author of the article 
wondered about how other recent (within the last fifteen years) works 
explain Iran to the uninitiated. The purpose of his article is to answer the 
question: Do we find strains of Badiozamani-type Persian chauvinism in 
other works that represent "truths" about Iran'? To answer the question 
the author examines a sampling of commercially or, in one case, 
university press-published books written in English by first and second
generation expatriate Iranians. The books, which by some quirk of the 
marketplace are all by women, consist of: Unveiled (Mostashar 1995), 
Behind the Tall Walls (Aryanpour 1998), Saffron Sky (Asayesh 1999), 
To See and See Again (Bahrampour 1999), Funny in Farsi (Dumas 
2003), Journey from the Land of No (Hakakian 2004), Lipstick Jihad 
(Moaveni 2005), My Name is Iran (Ardalan 2007), and Things I've been 
Silent About (Nafisi 2008), and Honeymoon in Tehran (Moaveni 2009). 
These works, the author finds, though written by very different people at 
different periods in their deracination, display remarkable affinities. For 
example, they construct a romanticized version of Iran, which provide a 
refuge from the harsh realities of the Islamic Republic. They also share 
the publisher-pleasing naITative of a person from a Muslim land finding 
freedom of thought and expression in a liberal western democracy. 
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and fraud in book publishing and of the unprecedented chaos in the 
scholarly market place. He pointed to, among other things, professors, 
who, to gain credit for themselves, will publish their students' articles or 
dissertations in their own names. He also mentioned some professors 
who, even on the day of the dissertation defense, had yet to find the time 
to leaf through the work of their students. A number of professors each 
semester will take on two or several dissertations. On many of the offices 
that translate and type dissertations one finds the words "dissertations 
also written here" or something to that effect. 

At the end of the article, the author mentions the founding of the 
University of Tehran seventy-five years ago and the start of the doctoral 
program at the University not long after that. During that period this 
venerable institution could boast of such great scholars as Mohammad 
Mo'in, Zabihollah Safa, Parviz Natel Khanlari, and Hoseyn Khatibi 
Nouri. The question becomes: What has happened lately to put higher 
education in Iran in such a deplorable state'? Some see the reason for this 
in the sharp increase in doctoral candidates and the weakness of the 
uni versi ties. 

An Old Dialect of Shiraz with an Analysis 
of an Lyric by Naser Shirazi 

Pejman Firuzbakhsh 

The author begins with an introduction to the dialectology of Fars and 
then turns to what has come down to us of the old dialects of Shiraz. He 
reminds the reader the most extensive examples extant are those from 
Shiraz. The oldest example of them consists of a short question by a 
Shirazi man at a sermon given by Abu Eshaq Kazeruni (d. 1035). From 
the 12th to the 15th centuries a f,'Teat number of Shirazi writers and poets, 
the most celebrated of whom were Sa'di and Hafez, used their local 
dialects in the traditional verse forms of the time. The author then 
introduces examples of Shirazi poetry, which have been identified, as 
well as individual dialectical words found in various sources. He 
classifies the old dialect of Shirazi as one of the Iranian languages and 
points out some of the linguistic features of old Shirazi. He then 
introduces the 14th-century poet Shams Pos-e Naser Shirazi whose pen 
name was "Shams-e Naser" or "Shams Pos-e Naser." The poet composed 
in various poetic forms: the ode, the strophic poem, the fragment, and 
especially the lyric. The poet was most int1uenced by the poetry of Sa' di. 
The last part of the article is an analysis of a lyrical poem by Shams-e 
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this was by all means a combat weapon that he had used during the 
campaign against the Arabs. He took it to the mosque where Umar said 
his prayers with his followers. He found a seat behind Umar and in a 
suitable moment leapt forward, reached for Umar and struck him in the 
belly and underbelly three times, dashed out of the mosque, slew six 
persons trying to catch him and wounded another six after which he was 
caught by the following mob. He was killed ny Umar's son, Ubaidullah, 
who went on to kill Pirouze's daughter and wife. He then went to the 
house of general Hormozan, a Muslim convert, and killed him too. 
Before his death, Umar asked his companions what was to be done to 
Ubaidallah. Ali, the cousin of the prophet said that he shuld be put to 
death since he had killed Hormozan, a free, Muslim man. Uthman, the 
future third caliph was of the same opinion. But after Uthman was 
elected caliph by a council appointed by Umar, he changed his opinion; 
he did not want to kill the son of his benefactor on the first days of his 
caliphate. He alleged that by his office he was the next of kin of 
Hormozan and would pay for his blood money. 

Some writers have proposed the theory that Umar's murder was the 
result of a conspiracy by his opponents and that Hormozan was also 
involved. The author rejects both theories and believes that Hormozan 
was killed by a momentarily crazy and revengeful Ubaidallah. 

The fols and poets of Medina blamed Uthman for not applying lex 
talionis; the criticism was so strong that Uthman had to banish one of the 
poets, Ziyad b. Labid. Long after Umar was killed, Pirouze emerged in 
the folklore as an Iranian patriot, a hero and it is reported that a shrine 
was built for him in the city of Kashan, called the shrine of "Baba, the 
Brave." 

Quality vs. Quantity in Dissertations from 
Contemporary Iranian Universities 

M. Kcyvani 

On 3 January 2012, the first Dr. Fathollah Mojtaba'i prize was 
awarded to a doctoral student in Persian language and literature from 
Ferdowsi University in Mashhad. During the award ceremony Dr. 
Mojtaba'i referred to some of the faults and drawbacks to university 
education system in Iran. He said that some of the dissertations were 
laughable and shameful and that dissertations had turned into 
commercial goods. Dr. Purnamdarian also complained of the plagiarism 
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Persian translation from the Sorush Foundation and the Unit for the 
Revival of Islamic Arts. 

Pirauze-e-N ahavandi Abu-La 'La' Firauze * 

M. R. Talegany 

By the late sixth century AD there appeared a power struggle 
amongst the Iranian aristocracy, Zoroastrian clefl:,'Y and Christian bishops 
that weakened the central government. An Arab bandit, called 
Muthannaa b. Haithah, went to Medina and persuaded the second caliph 
of Islam, Umar, to attack the rich and fertile villages of the southern 
districts of Euphrates for food and livestock. What had started as search 
for food ended in the decisive battle of the kedessiah. 

Pirouze was a Zoroastrian captured in one of the ensuing encounters, 
most probably near the city of Ahvaaz, and his captor was a brute Arab 
called Mughirah. The Arabs made the captured men to work for their 
captors/owners; the women and children were used as domestics and to 
populate the newcomers' harem. In any case, they were considered 
chattels; they could be killed, sold or donated as the owner wishes. 

Mughirah overcharged Pirouze to the extent that he became destitute. 
He appealed to caliph Umar and the latter promised to have a word with 
Mughirah. Now, Mughirah was a staunch supporter of Umar and Umar 
had saved his skin in a case of adultery brought against him. In the 
meantime the Iranian womenfolk and children captured in Nahavand 
were brought to Medina. Pirouze who knew about their treatment by the 
Arabs was most upset. He sympathized with them and seeing them 
would say "Umar tore my liver apart", meaning he was greatly hurt. He 
could not help them. He also remembered that he was a free man, lived 
happily amongst his folk and was not at the mercy of a most unpleasant 
'owner'; he was most unhappy. 

Pirouze once more appealed to Umar, to no avail. Umar told him that 
with the skills he had the tribute he paid Mughairah was not much. He 
then asked Pirouze to build him a mill to grind wheat (brought from 
southern Iran). Pirouze replied "should I live, I will build you a windmill 
that people talk about it." After he left, Umar told his friends that what 
Pirouze had said was a threat; and a threat it was. 

Pirouze had a double bladed dagger with handle in the middle; and 

The abstract was prcparcd by the au tho;. 
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The earliest reference to this is in the myth of Gilgamesh. The 
practice of cutting the hair in rites of mourning can be seen in the 
Shahnameh, the Darabnamelz of Tarsusi, the poetry of Hafez and 
Khaqani, etc. In many areas of Iran the cutting of hair also is an 
expression of grief and mourning. Among the Bakhtiari tribal, women 
cut their hair to show grief at the loss of relatives. In Fars Province, 
women hang their shorn hair from trees known as "hair trees." The 
reason for this is that there is a symbolic relationship between vegetation 
or the fruits of the tree and hair. 

In Iranian myths, plants are also symbolized by hair. 
From what is written in this article and the various examples it cites a 

symbolic triangle emerges. The three points of the triangle are: "hair," 
"water," and "plants." 

The Story of Creation in Islam 

Bijan Namvar 

The article begins: "The first and most important questions which 
every religion faces and must answer convincingly are: Where do we 
come from'! What are we doing in this world? And, finally, Where are 
we destined to go? For this reason every faith has no choice but to 
explain the creation of eXistence, offer rules and suggestions for living in 
this world and the resurrection, and present a version of the afterlife." 

The creation story is the most important part of the teachings of every 
religion. It is the first thing on display that attracts the worshipper and 
expresses the core of the worldview of the religion. 

The story of creation in Islam is a topic that is almost ignored. After 
1400 years, were there a book devoted exclusively to the subject in a 
scholarly manner, if it is not completely unavailable, it is very rare. 

Unlike the Torah, the Quran does not contain a separate chapter 
devoted to creation. There are references to it in various chapters of the 
writ, mostly in warnings about the powers of Allah or His mercies or His 
wrath. 

To retell the creation story in Islam, therefore, one has to extract all 
the references to it from disparate parts of the Quran. Then one has to 
rearrange those elements using appeals to logic to fashion a coherent 
story. 

After the introduction, the author's detailed and exacting article 
presents everything the Quran has to say about creation in the 
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government. Several members of the Iranian parliament also reacted to 
the holding of the conference in a newspaper. 

2. The the vice-president of the Iranian Parliament called the 
December 2011 attacks on the British Embassy in Tehran and Qolhak 
illegal. He also affirmed every foreign embassy enjoys the protection of 
the Iranian nation and no one has the right to attack an embassy. 

If it were the case that Iran defe~de4 the principle of its sovereignty, 
asks Matini, why didn't the Islamic Republican government object to 
previous actions on the part of Azarbaijan against the territorial integrity 
of Iran'? He had pointed out these actions in an article published in 
lranshen(lsi about the holding in 1997 of a "World Congress on 
Azerbaijanis." The government also didn't object to the remarks of the 
Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan made in the presence of the Iranian 
Foreign Minister to the effect that all the residents of Azerbaijan 
Province in Iran and all Turkish-speaking people in the country were 
citizens of his own nation. 

On the claims made by the vice-president of Parliament about the 
immunity from attack of foreign embassies and diplomats, Matini 
reminds readers in the beginning of the Revolution students following 
the line of Imam Khomeini invaded the American Embassy, took more 
that fifty people employed there hostage, and held them for 444 days. 
Moreover, two years ago the British Embassy was attacked and 
ransacked. 

At the end of the article, Matini writes: Since, according to the 
Constitution of the Islamic Republic, the Jurist has complete autonomy 
in deciding affairs of state, it appears, for reasons unknown to the author, 
what was written in Keyhan and what the vice- president of Parliament 
said were ordered by Ayatollah Khameneh'i. Why? 

Is this just another ruse? 

The Role of Hair in Myth and Folklore 

Pirayeh Yaghma'i 

Hair, fore locks and side locks, tresses, playa basic role in both myth 
and tales of folklore, and if we ignore the arcana and symbolism of hair, 
no doubt, we won't be able to grasp much of the hidden significance in 
literature. It is interesting to note that not only is this type of symbolism 
common to all peoples and nations, the stories involving hair are also 
quite similar to one another. 
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Is this, too, a Ruse? 

lalal Matini 

The article begms with the following: "In a hadith the Prophet 
Mohammad is quoted as saying, 'War is a ruse.' It appears Ayatollah 
Khomeini has interpreted the word 'ruse' broadly, beyond the context of 
war, and acted accordingly. According to one account, Bani Sadr, then 
the president ofIran, said to Ayatollah Khomeini, 'What you are doing in 
Iran today is contrary to what you said you would do when you were in 
France.' The Ayatollah said to him, 'What I said there was a ruse.'" 

Matini writes in the last couple of weeks two news items with no 
apparent connection caught his attention: 

1. Hasan Shariatmadari, editor of the newspaper Keyhan, which is 
published under the supervision of Ayatollah Khameneh'i, wrote an 
article called "Baku's Turn." In the article, Shariatmadari refers to a 
conference called "The Future of South Azerbaijan," in which there were 
comments contrary to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs called in the 
ambassador of the Azerbaijan Republic to protest the anti-Iranian 

comments, and, for its part, Azerbaijan summoned the Iranian 
ambassador in Baku to say the conference had nothing to do with his 

* All translations, unless otherwise stated, are by Paul Sprachman. 
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