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the river Shahoor on the orders of Abu-Musa. The people of Susa 
presented the story to save Bahram's original resting-place and the 
monument in Susa is most probably built on the site of the royal 
chamber where Bahram's body was found in a sarcophagus, wearing 
his gold-brocaded tunic and his royal signet. 

Not a Salamander, a Phoenix 

Bahram Gerami 

Gerami writes that Parviz Mojtahedzadeh in his article "The 
Historical Geography of the Making of a State" (lranshenasi 24:3) 
compares Iran to a samandar (salamander) because, once again, it rose 
from its own ashes. Shoja' aI-Din Shafa likewise in his book 
Tavalllld-e Digar ("Rebirth," published in Paris), writes that 
tomorrow's Iran will need a complete shake-up so it can rise afresh 
from its ashes like a salamander." 

The author then explains that the qoqnus (phoenix) was a mythical 
bird Herodotus described, but is not mentioned in Iranian mythology. 
In the Persian tradition, there are two definitions given for the 
samandar: 1) An amphibian creature like a gecko and 2) A mythical 
creature that lives in fire and often mentioned in classical poetry. The 
qoqnlls is said to have had a thousand-year life span, at the end of 
which it gathered wood and sang a mournful song. Then it flapped its 
wings so the wood would catch fire and it would be consumed; but out 
of its ashes would come its offspring. 

The {jo{jnlJS appears in the classical poetry of Naser Khosrow and 
Attar and in the modem poetry ofNima Yushej and Shafi'i Kadkani. 
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Suggesting a royal personage is due to the fact that in those days the 
invading armies would destroy anything related to the vanquished 
rulers. To prevent this, the patriots tried to pass off the royal shrine for 
a pious man; in this case Daniel, whom people had heard about from 
the Jews and was acceptable to the Arabas with their Abrahamic 
tradition. This writer does not know of a king buried in Susa by name. 
for circumstantial evidence Tabari's Annals shows the way. His 
report is brietly as follows: 

Bahran V, known as Bahram-e-Gour, son of King Yazdegird, was 
brought up with the Arab satraps of Heerah, to the south of present 
day Iraq. The nobles of Iran chose another prince, called Khosrow, to 
succeed Yazdgird. Bahram proposed that the crown and the "gold
brocaded tunic" be put between two lions and the contenders try to 
take it. Khsrow refused the challenge and Bahram killed the lions, 
took the crown and put on the "gold-brocaded tunic", It is reported (by 
Yaqubi and Massudi) that Bahram was very fond of hunting and one 
day when chasing an onager 'disappeared' in marshlands never to be 
found. Tabari reports that Bahram fell into a well and was "domwed". 
He then continues: "the Queen Mother called the well - diggers to dig 
the well, spent a lot of money; the diggers dug the well so thoroughly 
that the mud and earth taken out created great "hills" but Bahram was 
not to be found. The question arise: 

I. Was the king hunting alone near a marshland? 

2. Wha tkind of a marshland was it that Bahram's companions 
and, later, his army could not even find his corpse? 

3. 11" he was drowned in a well, what kind of a well it was that 
from its excavation hills were formed but the king was not 
found'? 

4. Are the "great hills" a reference to the present day Hill of 
Susa'? 

5. What about the ring on Daniel's finger with "a crown between 
two lions",? 

6. The "gold-brocaded tunic," was it that of Bahram or that of a 
pious man'? 

Professor A. Kristensen believes that Bahram died a natural death. 
The present writer a!:,'Tees with him and firmly believes that Bahram 
did not disappear in a marshland nor in a well but was "drowned" in 
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The story of Daniel is undoubtedly based on the Book of Daniel, 
the authority of which has been questioned by experts and considered 
unreliable. The points raised are: 

I. Tn the first part of the book (I -6: Nebuchadrezzar, Darius T 
and Cyrus TI) the narrative is in the third person whereas the 
second part (Babylonian exile) is narrated in the first person. 

2. Parts of the Book (2: 4, 7:8) is in Aramaic and the rest of it is 
in the Hebrew; this suggests that the Book was probably 
compiled after the Babylonian exile. 

3. The Book reports that Daniel lived. then during the reign of 
Darius the Mede and afterwards, Cyrus the Great. The fact is 
that Darius reigned after Cyrus. 

4. Several scholars believe that the narratives of the Book do not 
belong to the 6th century BC but to the persecution of Jews 
during the reign of Antiochus II Epiphanes (circa 175-164/5 
BC). 

5. The Old Testament experts believe that the unknown author 
was probably inspired by the Ugaritic & Phoenician sources. 

6. Britanica opines that the Book is apochryphal; of doubtful 
authority. 

7. The authors of the Encyclopaedia of Religions consider the 
history parts of the Book problematic. They believe that 
chapters 7-12 were compiled during the Maccabean Revolt 
but chapters 1 I -12 represent the Hassidim view. 

8. Tn the above - mentioned source, considering the inaccuracies 
of the royal dates' philosopher Porphyry believes that the 
Book was written during the time of Antiochus Epiphanes. 
The same sources believe that the Book was compiled by four 
authors. 

Considering the above- referred to facts the present writer cannot 
reasonably believe that Daniel the Wise is buried in Susa. 

If the corpse, clad in gold-brocade, kept in a sarcophagus, lJ1 a 
locked and sealed chamber inside the royal palace of Susa does not 
helong to Daniel, who could be the royal personage found there? 
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man whose prayers for rain in the dry years were favourably 
responded to. He was from Iraq and he was called "Daniel the 
Wise". Abu-Musa reported the case to caliph Umar who 
instructed him to "wrap him in a shroud and bury him where no 
one could have access to him and wear the ring". Abu- Musa 
ordered that the river Shahoor, be diverted, a grave was dug in 
the dry-bed, wrapped the corpse in a shroud and covered the 
grave with heavy stones and once more turned the river to its 
original bed. The corpse was "drowned" in the river where no 
one could reach it. Thus, as from the year 639 A.D. the story of 
Daniel found currency. The present writer believes that the 
Muslim historians narrative raises a few questions. 

I. According to the book of Daniel, he lived during the reign of 
Cyrus the Great (circa 550 B.C.). The question is this: "Could 
a corpse and the tunic of gold brocade remain intact after a 
period of over eleven centuries'?" 

2. Would a pious man who was about eighty years old not return 
to his homeland (Jerusalem) when the opportunity was 
offered'? Or at least remain amongst his friends in Babylon? 
And chose to retire in Susa'? (On this point, see Nehemia, 2: 1-
3 ). 

3. The Jews buried their dead in a cave or in a place out of town 
(.Judaica), and this is not how the supposed body of Daniel 
was found, i.e. not buried or wrapped in a shroud.) 

4. In the Book of Daniel, he is a foreteller and an interpreter of 
dreams, whereas according to the elders of Susa he was a man 
whose prayer for rain away granted. 

s. A pious man like Daniel would customarily be buried where 
his grave was accessible to his followers to visit him and 
being buried in a chamber of utmost security in a royal palace 
would make him most inaccessible to them. 

6. The sarcophagus, with all the cost of hewing the stone etc, 
was in that period only a burial for the kings of Iran, as is 
evidenced by the still existing sarcophaguses in Persepolis. 

B. Other sources: Judaica, Britannica, Encyclopaedia of 
Religions, the Book of Daniel. 
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After this long introduction, the lead article in the current 
Jranshenasi addresses three issues: 1) Ayni and changing "Persian" to 
"Tajik"; 2) Ayni and the demarcation of the Uzbekistan-Tajikistan 
boundary; and 3) Ayni and the switch from Perso-Arabic alphabet to 
Cyrillic. Matini studies Ayni's "Samples of Tajik Literature" 
(Moscow, 1926) and a letter who has written to his son, Kamal (1949). 
Ayni called all Persian writers from Rudaki onward "Tajik," and 
defended his views at different conferences. On the second issue 
Matini writes Ayni's cartography puts Persian-speaking cities like 
Bokhara and Samarqand in Uzbekistan where Turkish is used. In 
changing the alphabet, Ayni was following the Stalinist policies of 
making all means of written communication in the Soviet Republics 
Cyrillic. 

The influence of Stalinist terror cannot be underestimated in 
forcing scholars to implement Soviet cultural policy. A number of the 
members of the Communist Party of Tajikistan into wrote a letter to 
Stalin in opposition to the boundary between Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan. It is reported that all of them but Ayni were executed. 

Quest for the Identity of the 
Monument Called "Daniel of Susa"?* 

M. A. R. Taleghany 

The ancient royal city of Susa, was captured by the advancing 
Muslim armies in the year 17 A. H. (circa 639 A.D.). The city was 
plundered, as usual. The commander of the invading army, Abu Musa 
then entered the royal palace and his men were going through 
chambers collecting treasures. 

A. Muslim Sources: 
'Abu-Musa came across a chamber where the doors were 

locked and sealed. On his order the lock and seal were broken. 
On entry, they found a sarcophagus in which was laid a corpse 
clad only in a "gold-brocaded tunic and had a ring on one of his 
fingers; the emblem on the ring was "a crown between two 
lions." Abu-Musa asked about the man to be told that he was a 

* The abstract is prepared by the author. 
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Then they asked Matini to read their article and give his unbiased 
assessment of it. He wrote back he was not an authority on Tajik 
language and literature or the history of Takistan. He was merely an 
avid student of the Persian language and the Perso-Arabic alphabet the 
two peoples shared for many centuries. Thus when during the 
Gorbachev era, the Taj ik journal Peyvalld (1989) announced the 
Republic of Tajikistan was supporting the teaching of Persian literacy 
and the printing of books in Perso-Arabic, he sent his congratulation 
in the winter of via the head of the Institute of Oriental studies. He 
also participated in a symposium on the minstrel/poet Barbad in 
Dushanbe and was present at the unveiling of a statue of him. 

Then Matini went on to summarize points he made in his 1987 
article "Farsi Langauge." He noted, for example, from the ninth 
century on poets and other writers used the word "Farsi" or "Parsi" in 
their works. Only rarely was "Parsi Dari" or "Dari" mentioned; but 
these were synonymous with "Farsi." Encyclopedia Britannica (1929) 
identified the language of Iran, Afghanistan, and Russian Turkestan 
(Tajikistan) as Persian; however in the 1985 edition, the entry "Farsi 
Language" took the place of "Persian Language." This change in a 
reputable reference work would understandably lead readers to think 
Farsi, Dari, and Tajiki were separate languages like Arabic and 
Turkish. 

As was said, Mas'ud Hoseynipur and Azita Hamdani wanted 
Matini 's judgment on Sadr aI-Din Ayni. Was he a traitor or a national 
hero'? Matini explained to them he was not one to use the term 
"traitor" so lightly. The accusation had to be proven in court where the 
accused could confront his accusers and defend himself. With Ayni 
having died sixty years ago, no such access is possible. We do have 
only the works of Ayni and writings both for and against him. We 
know Ayni was born in a village 50 km. from Bokhara where attended 
school and wrote two books. Towards the end of the reign of the Amir 
of Bokhara, he was imprisoned, beaten, and tortured for holding views 
against the ruler. So it comes as no surprise that Ayni saw the 
Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, which removed the Amir from power, 
as a great blessing. In Matini's view Ayni composed revolutionary 
poetry and joined the Communists without knowing anything about 
them. Ayni rose so high in the Communist hierarchy that, before his 
death, the capital of Tajikistan boasted a university, a public park, a 
square, a boulevard, and even a municipal opera house named after 
him. He was also appointed as head of the Tajikistan Academy of 
Sciences. 
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Sadr aI-Din Ayni, the Persian Language, 
and Tajikistan 

Jalal Matini 

Mas'ud Hoseynipur and Azita Hamdani in an article published in 
this issue of the Jranshenasi speak of something that Matini was not 
aware of. They refer to an article "Farsi Language" (Iran Name" 
1987), in which Matini, while condemning the practice of referring to 
the language commonly known as "Persian" as "Tajiki," takes to task 
ideologically motivated politicians, writers, and fabricators of history 
for engaging in a canny kind of cultural separatism. The two writers 
add Matini's article caused such an uproar in Tajikistan that, 
according to M. J. Shokuri's book "Khorosan is Here," young people 
were moved to call the poet and writer Sadr aI-Din Ayni (aka. 
Sadriddin,1878-1954) a traitor for uprooting their people, language, 
literature, and culture from their origins in Iran. Several years later in 
2012, an article of theirs appeared in the journal Bokhara, which was 
devoted to Tajikistan. This time young people had a different reaction; 
they said the authors were completely wrong about Ayni, whom they 
considered a hero. Tajiks attacked the editor of the journal in Tehran. 

* All translations, unless otherwise stated, are by Paul Sprachman. 
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