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Awake! For Morning in the Bowl of Night 

Has flung the stone that puts the stars to flight 

And lor The Hunter of the East has caught 

The Sultan's Turret in a Noose of Light 
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Wake! For the Sun behind you Eastern height 

Has chased the Session of the Stars from Night 

And, to the field of Heav'n ascending Strikes 

The Sultan's turrent with a shaft of Light 
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And this reviving Herb whose tender Green 

-Fledges the Ri ver-Lip on which we lean 

Ah, lean upon it lightly! For who knows! 

From what once lovely Lip it springs unseen! 
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Ah, make the most of what we yet may spend 

Before we too into the Dust descend, 

Dust into Dust, and under Dust to lie! 

Sans Wine, sans Song, sans Singer, and - sans End! 
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published versions, not "translation." He explains that though his 
version does not bear much resemblance to the original, it merits 
readers' attention for its form and details. In actuality he basically was 
inspired by Khayyam, but used his own words and imagined his own 
world. In other words, Fitzgerald he used Khayyam as a pretext for 
expressing his own sufferings and depressions and hinting at his 
strange and doleful life in the context of a British culture and 
worldview. If he had translated Khayyam more literally, he most 
likely would never have achieved the fame. The author quotes 
Khayyam to show the differences between the originals and 
Fitzgerald's renderings. 

In spite of this, one shouldn't imagine that the British poet merely 
read the quatrains and fashioned Khayyam according to his own 
tastes. Fitzgerald unquestioningly saw something in Khayyam that can 
establish a link with the poet. 

One cannot separate Khayyam' s message from the personal and 
emotional states of Fitzgerald. 

Biruni's Researches on Razi 

Seyyed Hoseyn Razavi Borghei 

Biruni's (973-1048) on Mohammad Z. Razi was editd and 
published in Paris by Paul Kraus based on the unique manuscript (no. 
132 of Leiden University Library). Most scholars relied on this work 
for information about Razi's life, very few expressing doubts about its 
authenticity. Perhaps the reason for this is the fact that Razi and Biruni 
were contemporaries and because of Biruni's reputation as the world's 
foremost scholar of math and the natural sciences especially geometry 
and astronomer. 

The author of this article, who is engaged in assembling documents 
and sources especially relating to the life and works of Razi, has 
reached the conclusion that Biruni's findings on Razi occasionally 
cannot be accepted whole. In his detailed article published here and in 
a subsequent issue of Iranshenasi, he examines the question of 
Biruni's researches on Razi under the following headings: the textual 
criticism of old texts; Biruni's treatise on Razi; criticism of Razi 
biography; Razi bibliography; general errors in Razi bibliography; 
works attributed to Razi by Biruni; criticism of Biruni's errors. 
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was unable to respond to these attacks. After the mediation of the UN 
secretary general, Iraq said it was 

prepared to stop its missiles with the launch of its last missile. Iran 
accepted this, and Iraq also demanded that face-to-face peace talks be 
held between the two countries. This was also accepted by Iran even 
though there was no mention of it in Resolution 598. It should be 
noted that Ayatollah Rafsanjani declared that when the our enemy saw 
the resistance and bravery shown by the people of Iran, they agreed to 
have Iraq declared the aggressor and Iran the victim of that aggression 
in Resolution 598. They pleaded with Iran to sign the resolution. He 
first made reference to this matter in a Friday sermon on 27 September 
2000. 

Those interested in these events can read about them in the Persian 
text of the article. 

Is Fitzgerald's Khayyam 
the Khayyam ofNishabur? 

Majd-aldin Keyvani 

Khayyam's actual journey to Europe begins in 1810 when Sir Gore 
Ouseley, the British ambassador to Iran returned to his native land 
with a number of Persian manuscripts. One of these, containing the 
quatrains of Khayyam, caught the attention of Edward Byles Cowell, 
professor of Sanskrit at Oxford. After translating some of the 
quatrains, he sent them to his literary friend Edward Fitzgerald, which 
was the starting point of Fitzgerald's preoccupation with Khayyam. 
From that point on Fitzgerald was always with Khayyam and even 
muttered his poems as he walked down the avenues. However before 
he published his own translations, Cowell published his in 1859. 

Nevertheless it was Fitzgerald who introduced Khayyam to the 
West, translating the poems five separate times, each time revising the 
previous versions. The fifth and final version was not published until 
after his death in 1883 when it was found among his poetry. 

It is apparent that Fitzgerald chose to translate only those poems 
that resonated most with him personally. One of his motivations of his 
choices was his own failed marriage and his resulting sadness at the 
time. The motifs of the quatrains he translated spoke of pleasure, the 
transitory nature of relationships, bad faith, and the world of existence. 
The truth is that Fitzgerald's work cannot be called a translation in the 
modern sense of the term. He himself uses the term "rendering" in his 
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caused the Arab states of the Persian Gulf to move closer to Iraq. 
Saddam Hossein traveled to Saudi Arabia to meet with the king. 

Meanwhile the taking hostage of American embassy workers in 
Tehran and Khomeini's support of the action, calling it a revolutionary 
or even superior in nature to the original revolution---dealt a severe 
blow to the Iran's standing in the world. 

On 17 September 1980, Saddam Hussein announced the abrogation 
of the Algiers Agreement and on 22 September bombarded Iranian 
airports and military and economic installations. This was followed by 
invasion of Iran all along its 550-kilometer border with Iraq. It should 
be noted that at the end of the Pahlavi regime, Iran had a powerful 
army equipped with first-class weaponry. The Islamic government, 
however, put high-level Iranian officers, one after the other, to trial 
and before firing squads. The new regime did not trust the old military 
and replace it with its soldiers and Revolutionary Guards. There is no 
doubt that Iraq, according to the definition applied in UN Resolution 
3314, committed an act of aggression on Iran. The Conference of 
Islamic States in Ta'if as well as unaligned countries attempted to 
mediate or advocated reparations for Iran. Banisadr has written that 
Khomeini agreed to peace, said to him, "Make peace, but don't label it 
'peace. '" 

On 20 June 1982 (seventeen days after the liberation of 
Khorramshahr) the head of the Islamic Peace Conference requested 
both countries to ready their forces in the defense of Lebanon against 
the Israeli invasion. Iraq officially approved of this measure, but 
Khomeini declared Iran would reach Lebanon through the liberations 
of Karbala. 

About a month and a half after the liberation of Khorramshahr by 
Iran, The Security Council's resolution 514 called for a ceasefire and 
the withdrawal of forces to the internationally recognized boundaries. 
Iraq immediately accepted the resolution, but Iran rejected it. Then 
Iraq's position changed from defender to aggressor. In a matter of 36 
hours, the armed forces of Iran drove the Iraqis from occupied 
territory. Iran's positions over the war years were contradictory. In the 
beginning with the Iraqis advancing into its territory, it was forced to 
accept the ceasefire Resolution 598 out of a position of weakness; but 
during a subsequent period of six years it declared in its slogans it 
would settle for nothing less than the removal of Saddam. Later it was 
to sing a resolution that didn't even acknowledge Saddam as the 
aggressor. First and foremost what brought Iran to accept the 
resolution was the fifty-day war of cities in which Iraq fired some 200 
missiles on Tehran and other Iranian cities. The Iranian government 
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and the source of the religious authorities' opposition to the treaty. 
UN Security Council Resolution 598 refers to the agreement that 

ended the Iran-Iraq War (1980-88). Founded in 1920, Iraq was a 
relatively new country. Among its claims was that the Shatt ai-Arab 
fell within its territory; however Iran, according to an established 
principle of international law, recognized the Thalweg line (the lowest 
part of the waterway) as the boundary between the two countries. And 
in 1969, despite Iraqi opposition, the first Iranian ship sailing under 
the protection of Iranian warships crossed the line. In 1975 the 
Mohammad Reza, Shah of Iran, and Saddam Hossein settled the 55-
year old Shatt ai-Arab in favor of Iran by signing the Algiers 
Agreement that recognized the Thalweg line as the official boundary. 
The situation lasted until the overthrow of the Shah and the 
establishment of the Islamic Republic on II February) 979. The next 
day the Iraqis officially recognized the new Iranian government. After 
a referendum in Iran also the president of the Iraqi Republic sent a 
telegram of congratulations to Ayatollah Khomeini. In answer to the 
telegram two individuals were sent from Iran, one from the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs using a diplomatic tone, the other from Pars News 
responding in a hostile, inappropriate way- the second responses was 
published in newspapers. In addition to this Saddam Hossein sent Mr. 
Musa Esfahani, the grandson of Seyyed Abol Hasan Esfahani, to the 
Ayatollah with a message. Banisadr, the then Iranian president, has 
written that Saddam in his message apologized for his past behavior 
and said he was ready to help the new government in any way he 
could. When Banisadr communicated the message to Ayatollah 
Khomeini, the Ayatollah said that Saddam wouldn't last but six 
months in Iraq because he realized he would be swept away by a 
popular uprising to the same place the Shah was sent. This fear, 
according to the Ayatollah, made him resort to begging. On another 
front the Ayatollah was trying to treat Arab regimes as one issue and 
the Arab people as another. This was why a delegation for Shiis from 
Kuwait came to see him, he 

emphasized the need to create a mega Islamic state, saying such a 
state would take over the world. The Kuwaiti government objected to 
this intrusion on its internal affairs. The same policy was more or less 
more or less repeated with respect to Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. In an 
anniversary speech, Khomeini explicitly said, "We must make every 
effort to export our revolution to all Islamic countries and the rest of 
the world." In March of 1980 Ayatollah Khomeini delivered a speech 
broadcast over the radio, sharply criticizing Saddam Hossein. He 
urged the Iraqi army to overthrow the Baathist regime. These policies 
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From the Treaty of Turkmenchay to UN 
Security Council ceasefire Resolution 598 

Jalal Matini 

Czarist Russia. one of three great powers in the 19th century, 
attacked Iran twice, taking control of the Caucasus under two treaties: 
Golestan (1813) and Turkmenchay (1828). The defeat of the weak 
Qajar Dynasty of Iran, whose troops did not even have firearms, was 
only natural. After signing the treaty of Golestan, the Russians used a 
pretext to attack Iran again, and, after bloody battles, both sides agreed 
to peace talks. The Russian representative came to Iran, but a leading 
religious authority (mojtahed) named Seyyed Mohammad Esfahani 
strongly opposed the talks. He issued a fatwa enjoining the 
government of Iran to fight the "infidel" Russians. Though Fath Ali 
Shah. the Iranian king, was against the fatwa, other religious 
authorities backed Esfahani, and the Shah was forced to comply. This 
resulted in an Iranian defeat and acceptance of the humiliating Treat of 
Turkmenchay, among the provisions of which was the principle of 
"capitulation rights" or, in this case, extraterritorial rights for Russian 
citizens in Iran, legal privileges that the British government and other 
countries also enjoyed there. These rights, which effectively lasted for 
a century, were the reason why the treaty is referred to as "shameful" 

* All translations, unless otherwise stated. are by Paul Sprachman. 
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