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Emulation Ayatollah Borujerdi and Ayatollah Behbehani, but the two 
clerics refused to accept their appeals. They then went to the home of 
Ayatollah Kashani and staged a sit-in there. Although Kashani had 
been the target of Tudeh insults in the past, he went into action on 
their behalf. For the first time in his life he telephoned the Shah and 
obtained the monarch's agreement to stop the executions of the 
remaining officers. There was one exception. This was how the 
capital punishment of the remaining officers associated with the Party 
was commuted to life imprisonment and, later, shortened. 
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portraits of the kings and keeping them in a book called the Book of 
the Portraits of the kings. According to the book Mujmal-ut-Tawarikh, 
the book not only contained the portraits of the kings but a detailed 
description of the royal uniforms, the colour of the tunics, trousers. 
swords etc., in a way that they could easily be reproduced today: 

Prevention of the Execution of 
Tudeh Officers, 1954 and 1955 

Seyyed Mahmoud Kashani 

In 193 1, during the reign of Reza Shah, "socialist parties" 
according to the law against elements threatening the security and 
independence of the state were declared illegal. But during WWII, 
when Iran was occupied by the Soviets in the North and the British in 
the South, the Tudeh (Communist Party) became active, first in the 
north and, later, in Tehran and other parts of the country. Later, during 
the prime ministership of Dr. Mosaddeq, the Party increased its 
activities and stood by the Prime Minister. Finally in the summer of 
1953, the Party was the principle backer of Mosaddeq's illegal 
referendum to dissolve parliament. Ayatollah Kashani issued a decree 
outlawing participation in the referendum, but the Party defended it 
parliament. 

On another front, although the Party had been declared illegal after 
the attempt on the Shah's life in 1948, it spread its networks 
throughout the country during Mosaddeq's tenure. One of the major 
groups to join consisted of military officers. 

After Mosaddeq's overthrow in 1953, the Party's activities went 
underground for a year. In the fall of 1954 some of the officers were 
arrested and in groups were put on trial, during which they confessed 
to intending to overthrow the constitutional monarchy and to establish 
a communist republic in Iran. The first set of ten officers were tried, 
sentenced to death, and executed. Then six others, and later five others 
suffered the same fate. 

At this point the families of the officers took steps to prevent 
further executions of the prisoners and appealed to the Source of 

* This essay forms part one of a research entitled "A Glorious Century of the 
Sa~sanid Empire." 
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hundreds of rooms and halls of great splendours. 
Unfortunately not much of the royal palaces and mansions have 

survived. This is mainly due to fact that the invading Arabs did not 
know much about architecture and removed the masonry, doors and 
windows of the palaces that they had confiscated to their newly built 
towns of Basra and Kufa, and soon plundered palaces were occupied 
by the bandits and wild animals. 

The Sasanids also built great dams and sea walls at the two 
southern comers of the Caspian Sea as well as the strait of Aden in the 
Yemen, which was then a colony of Iran. 

(c) Sculpture. Scuplture, especially the gold and silver ones, were 
totally destroyed by the Arabs for their metal worth. Only the 
sculptures of the high rocks, such as Bistoun, near the present day 
Kirmanshah are left undisturbed. We also know of great mechanical 
toys, metal horses and camels that had mechanisms whereby by 
touching a button a rider would come out of the bellv of the toy and 
ride on the horse or camel. 

(d) Protocol. We have already mentioned the elaborate 
arrangements for being received by the king, the curtain separating the 
royal seat from the audience hall, the arrangement of the attendance 
according to the ranks of the people. There also exist reports to 
meetings of the king with advisers and the private sessions the king 
had with the musicians, entertainers, dancers etc. There was also a 
protocol for the ladies, their fashion styles, their beauty standards and 
so on and so forth. 

8 - Military Parades. The kings had their elaborate Norowz 
(natinal) festival with the military parades in which it is said hundreds 
of elephants and fifty thousand cavalry and foot soldiers took part. 
Parviz especially liked the prostrations of the elephants while passing 
the royal stand as they followed the instructions of their Indian 
elephant-masters. Other contingents of the parade were the chariots, 
bow and arrow men, shield-holders, technical personnel and castle
climbing facilities and castle-demolition equipments. 

9 - The Treasury. During the reign of Anousherwan an elaborate 
system of taxation for cattle, cultivated land, palm trees, and fruit trees 
etc was introduced. The treasury also held the booties of the wars and 
the extensive presents that the kings of the neighbouring countries 
dispatched to the capital. Parviz claimed that in the thirteenth years of 
his reign there were two hundred thousand containers of silver coins in 
his treasury; in the eighteenth year of parviz's reign the number of 
silver containers had climbed to four hundred thousands. 

10 - Paintings. Apparently there was a tradition of the painting the 
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or the hierarchy of the Zoroastrian clergy, and this happened when the 
king or his elder son was not powerful, another son or brother of the 
previous king would succeed to the throne. 

S. Enthronement: The gold and bejewelled Kiyani crown was 
suspended from the ceiling of the great durbar hall. The king would sit 
on the imperial throne and the crown was lowered down to the level of 
his head. Hundreds of senior clergy, the lords of the realm, 
astrologers, court officials, commoners and the people of ill-health (to 
be cured by the divine attributes of the king) would be in attendance 
according to protocol. Those attending the ceremony were separated 
from the royal throne by a curtain and were not supposed to look at 
the king respecting his divine sanctity. 

This protocol was duly followed also by the first caliphs of Islam. 
After the enthronement ceremony the king and the audience were 
entertained by the court musicians. Parviz, the last great shahinshah, 
had a table for public occasions, called Zarrin-tara, on which all 
different fruits and vegetables were made of gold and after the 
ceremony the king would distribute them amongst the members of the 
audience. 

6- The Royal Attire. The kings had different uniforms, made of 
gold and silk, which they wore on different occasions; they also wore 
special crowns, earrings armiets and gold gorgets. 

7 - Arts. 
(a) Music played a great role in the royal court. Royal musicians 

were Barbad and Nakisa who played a different tune, know as 
Khosrowani, i.e. royal songs, for each day of the month. It id reported 
that Bahram V had ordered four thousand musicians, entertainers and 
dancers brought from India to entertain himself and the people. 

(b) Architecture. The Sassanids had their winter palaces in the 
capital Tesifun, near present day Baghdad, and their summer palaces 
in Hamadan The walls of the palace halls were decorated with 
paintings: the columns were of marble and the floors were covered 
with patterned mosaics. The floor of the main audience hall was 
covered by the famous carpet, Baharistan, it is reported that this 
Baharistan carpet covered an area thirty meters by thirty meters and 
the flowers thereon were of jewels and precious stones. If only one per 
cent of the Indian musicians and dancers were assigned to the royal 
court and the same number of Iranian musicians were engaged in the 
palace entertainment, the number of those employed by the music 
department would amount of eighty people. And considering the 
number of the harem ladies and their dressing maids, the royal cooks, 
the gardeners and the guards, one can imagine grand palaces with the 
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people who are no longer alive. 
Dr. Nasr has also asserted that his discussions with the Shah were 

responsible for the freeing of Dr. Ali Shariati, which is also incorrect. 
Mahdavi in his interview said that Dr. Nasr recovered some of the 
property taken from him after the revolution, but has never mentioned 
this. He has also stated that after the revolution, when he realized that 
the remaining members of the Shah's family had not interest Iranian 
culture and Islam, he cut his relations with them, which is also 
incorrect. 

It is apparent that Dr. Nasr, who intends to return to Iran and 
work with the government, has said these things to attract their 
attention. 

A Vision of Sassanid Iran * 
Chapter One: The Kingship 

M. A.R. Taleghany 

Iran was from time immemorial ruled by a king who was the head 
of the state, commander of the army and responsible for the defence of 
the realm. His title, the succession and accolades were as follow: 

1 - The King of Kings, Since the accession of Ardeshir Babakan, 
the founder of the Sassanid Empire to the throne and his defeat of the 
neighbouring kings, her was entitled Shahanshah, i.e. King of Kings. 

2- Dynastic continuity. The kings of Iran traditionally sought their 
right to divine kingship by attaching themselves, through boold 
relationship or marriage, into the family of the previous kings. 
Ardeshir's ancestor, Sassan, had married into the local kings, 
Bazaranguiyan family of Istakhr, who were the kings of Pars. Ardeshir 
himself married the daughter of Ardawan the Fifth, who was the 
Parthian king of Iran, and thus confirmed the traditional entitlement 
and right to be the overlord king of Iran. 

3- The Perfect Physical Condition. The King had to be physically, 
immaculately faultless and pure; persons of faulty physics, such as 
blindness, could not succeed to the throne. 

4- Sucession. Traditionally a king's successor was his elder son. 
However, if the elder son was not approved by the lords of the realm, 

* Abstract translated by the author. 
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wrote that article he was not aware that Dr. Nasr in a 2012 interview 
had once again spoken of his illustrious history. Matini also hadn't 
known that in another interview in 2013 Nasr had criticized the book 
Dowlatmard-e Chaharom (: the Fourth man of Iran) by Mansur 
Mahdavi and that Mahdavi had responded to his criticisms in an 
interview. 

The present article deals with assertions made by Dr. Nasr in two 
interviews. In the first he states that when he was a young boy God 
installed a "talent for leadership" in him. Prime Ministers had been 
offered the posts of minister, ambassador, many times, but he had 
declined. Because he was knowledgeable in diverse fields, he often 
consulted with the Shah, the foreign minister, and the justice minister. 
He added that after completing his studies at MIT and Harvard, he 
began to study religion in earnest and had numerous sessions with 
illustrious theologians. Meanwhile, he states, Empress Farah said she 
wanted him to head up her special office because he was "a person 
with a good name." [n the meantime, he accepted the chancellorship 
of Aryamehr University at the insistence of Ayatollah Motahhari, but, 
according to Mahdavi, that while he was chancellor, Dr. Nasr 
collaborated with SA V AK against the students. In the second 
interview Dr. Nasr responded to the question of why he agreed to head 
the Empress' special office this way: "I considered it a duty to the 
nation, even to religion. Perhaps it was a mistake----definitely it was a 
mistake." As to Frithjof Schuon, the founder of the Maryamiyya sect, 
Dr. Nasr said he considered the late Schuon a Muslim who had never 
abandoned his faith. 

The article then shows that Schuon's views on Mary were also 
hardly orthodox. In his autobiography claimed he had been visited by 
the Virgin in dreams and that he was overcome by erotic love for her. 

Mansur Mahdavi, for his part, said in an interview that, though 
Nasr in recent years has often expressed his desire to return to Iran, he 
has never, but for a few exceptions, deigned to answer his critics. 

In his autobiography, Dr. Nasr has also spoken of his collaboration 
with Henry Kissinger at Harvard and that he had helped Jalal-e AI-e 
Ahmad prepare his book "Plagued by the West." AI-e Ahmad himself 
never said any such thing. Dr. Nasr's assertions that high-ranking 
clerics like Ayatollah Motahhari insisted he accept positions like head 
of the Empress' special of lice. In fact, according to Motahhari's son, 
when the Ayatollah saw Nasr pictured in the newspaper Kayhan 
paying homage to the Empress, he said something unprintable. 

Mahdavi goes on to say that Nasr often makes claims about 
himself without evidence and to support those claims he refers to 
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The Maryamiyya Religious Sect and its new 
"Sheikh" Seyyed Hossein Nasr (2) 

1alal Matini 

It had not been two weeks since the publication of the first article 
on this topic (lranshenasi, vol. 25. Fall 20 1J). when one of the 
author's friends called from Tehran to ask why the article appeared on 
the internet when it was his practice not to post his articles on the web. 
Matini told him that he had done no such thing. and it was clear 
someolle else had done it. Two or three days later. from Canada Dr. 
Hozhabri also published the article on the internet with his own 
introduction. At the beginning of April, another friend living outside 
of the US told the author that one his acquaintances in Iran said the 
article caused a furor. Another of the author's friends in the US told 
him that Dr. Nasr doubted that the author did not know enough 
English to read Mark Sedgwick's book mentioned in his article. 
Matini replied that this was so and added that even his Persian was 
suspect. but he had not quoted the book in question in his article. Dr. 
Nasr also claimed that he had recommended Matini for the post of 
head of Ferdowsi University. Matini told his friend that this claim was 
totally f~1lse and that he had already explained how he got the post in 
an article in Iranshenasi. 

The present article adds to what Matini wrote in the first. When he 

* All trall<;latiolls. 1I1lless otherwise stated. are by Palll Sprachmall. 
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