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18 Iranshenasi, Vol. XXVI 

questions. The interview took place around 35 years after the events in 
question. 

Among the topics discussed were: Which person or persons had 
responsibility for various parts of the celebration? Why did Maxim's 
of Paris responsible for the food? Why were the tents supplied by a 
French company? Why was the filming of the festival entrusted to 
Ebrahim Golestan and not a non-Iranian filmmaker? To what extent 
was the government and the minister of court involved in the 
ceremonies? Who was responsible for preventing a terrorist attack on 
the festivities? Who carried out the historical procession of Iranian 
troops and the sound and light programs at Persepolis? 

On the issue of the cost of the celebration Ansari stated that those 
who say billions were spent on it are completely biased. The monies 
came from two basic sources: the ministry of court and the high royal 
commission for celebrations. The ministry of court spent around 6.5 
million dollars. Industrialists and merchants provided 8 million 
dollars, while the share of the high royal commission was less than 7.5 
- the actual figure was probably closer to between 5 and 6 million. The 
relevant documents are now with the Islamic Republic and if the 
figures are wrong, they can deny them. 

One of the important issues surrounding the celebration was that 
with 61 kings, presidents, and prime ministers in attendance, protocol 
was to be strictly observed. 
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that the seal-holders department could be the Inspectorate-General. 
4 - The seal with reddish agate (certifying the letters of amnesty 

etc, a privilege of the king) represented the Minister of the Royal 
Court. 

S - The stone mounted on this seal was the "best ruby" and used 
for certifying the Treasury's contents. It represented the department of 
the Treasury. 

6 - The sixth seal had an eagle carved on its stone and was used by 
the Foreign Secretary. 

7 - The seal with the picture of a "fly" on it. It was used for 
medicines and represented the Secretary for Health. The seal-holder 
was called Dorostbad. Parviz's Dorostbad was Gabriel. 

8- The seal with the picture of a "wild boar" on it. It was used for 
letters of convictions to death etc. This could be the seal of the 
Secretary of State for Justice. 

9 - The nineth seal was the "Iron Seal"; it was for private affairs of 
the king. Massudi does not give any description of this seal and it was 
aparently the only ring that Parviz would wear on his finger. (Here 
there could be some omission of mistranslation in the text.) It 
probably represented the fact that the king was "in court" or not. 

Apart from the above mentioned state departments, the Prince of 
Historians of the Muslim world, Tabari, reports of a department 
attached to the royal court of Parviz and it was charged with the 
correspondence with the Arab principalities to the border with Arabia. 
He mentions the name of the Chief Translator, Adi b. Zaid and his 
deputy. And if there was a translation Bureau for Arab principalities 
there must have been a similar bureau for Greek, Chinese, Turkish and 
Indian languages as well. Tabari also mentions a Department of 
Astrology and presents us with some Anecdotes. 

The 2,500-Year Celebration of 
Persian Royal Rule 

Abd-Alreza Ansari 

In a long interview published in the last three issues of 
Jranshenasi, (including this issue) Ahmad Ahrar spoke with Abdol 
Reza Ansari, a political figure in the regime of Shah Mohammad Reza 
Pahlavi, about the celebration of Iranian monarchy. Ahrar asked about 
specific issues related to the celebration and Ansari answered his 
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the Khozi, the vizier to Hunnozdi; Sukhra, vizier to Firouze, Blash 
and Kobad. Another vizier who served Kobad was Mehran. The most 
famous grand-vizier of the late Sassanid period was Bozorgmehr the 
Wise. He served under Anoushirvan and Parviz. There was also a 
deputy grand-vizier and we know that Bozorgmehr's deputy was 
Bakhiraris. 

The civil administrator of every grand-province (Ustan) was 
called Ustandar; a name which was survived to the present day. Each 
Ustan had a Finance-Officer. He supervised the financial affairs of 
several provinces (Tasu or Tasuj), they were called Gahbad. We then 
come across Iran Amakar (The Finance Minister); Wasterushan Salar 
(Land-tax Officer); Shahrive Amakar (City's tax Officer); Azarbadgan 
Amakar (Financial Officer of Azarbadgan). The Treasurer-General 
was called Ganjur and the officer in charge of the gold and silver coins 
in the treasury was called Gahbad. 

It is obvious that the vast Sassanid empire could not be 
administrated by only the officers named above. There must have 
been some kind of State Council to supervise the day-to-day business 
of the government. It is equally evident that the members of this 
council could not have been called - at the time - secretaries of state or 
ministers. A search into the sources and a careful interpretation of the 
vocabulary used may help answer the question. The great historian, 
Massudi, who no doubt had access to some Sassanid documents, 
informs us that emperor Parviz had nine rings - meaning seals (Mohr) 
- that were used in the "state affairs", i.e. in the administration of the 
government. 

The officers entrusted with these seals were called "Mohr-dar", 
i.e. Lord of the Seal. Massudi then enumerates them as follows: 
Briefly there were: 

I - The silver seal with the red ruby stone that had the picture of 
the king on one side and was used to seal "the letters and certificates" 
dispatched to the senior government officers. Remembering that 
hundreds of such letters were sent to the officers in the four quarters of 
the empire, there must have been dozens of specialist scribes 
preparing letters, copies for the archives, and sealing them, the Seal
holder could safely be tought of as the Secretary of state for Home 
Affairs or Home Secretary. 

2 - The second seal had "agate" stone on the gold ring and 
certified "Notes" were sealed by this seal. Obviously the department 
under this seal was none but the "State Archives". 

3 - The seal with "Jaz" (onyx) stone. The description of this seal's 
application (certifying the reports arrived from the provinces) shows 
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were supporters of 19th century French positivism. To counter them, 
he decided to introduce Islamic philosophy anew and with renewed 
determination. For twenty-five years Nasr taught a course he called 
"Islamic Philosophy and Learning." By "learning" he meant the 
rational sciences including philosophy and mysticism. 

The question Matini raises is: How could a man who had 
absolutely never studied Islam-having entered the University of 
Tehran with the rank of associate professor-mount a coup d'etat and 
transform the program of the study of philosophy at the university? 

A vision of Sassanid Iran 
Chapter three: the State Administration * 

M. A. R. Taleghany 

The Sassanids hailed from the city of Istakhr, in the southern 
grand-province (Ustan) of Pars to the south of Iran. The capital moved 
a few times to cater for the expansion of the empire. During the reign 
of Anoushirvan and Parviz the empire expanded beyond the great 
Achamenid Empire;it included the grand-province of Khorasaan to the 
northeast and bordered China and great parts of the present day central 
Asia. To the west, it comprised the present day state of Iraq. To the 
north-west the empire bordered the Byzantine empire - i.e. the whole 
eastern territory of the present-day Turkey. To the south-east of the 
empire were. Kirman and Baluchistan, which bordered the present day 
India. 

The imperial army was under the direct command of the king and 
they were appointed and dismissed by him. The army of every grand
province was under the command of a general (espahbad), who 
enjoyed great power. Apart from the four generals there were some 
other generals as required, such as the espahbad Farrokhzad, who had 
his seat in Madaen (near the present day Baghdad). This general was 
most probably the commander in chief of the army. 

The civil administration was entrusted to the Grand-Vizier, who 
ran the country with the help of a great body of civil servants. He 
wielded great power. He was only restricted by the principle that he 
could not resign nor could he appoint or suggest his successor. The 
name of some of these grand-viziers are recorded as follows: Iriskhis, 

* Abstract translated by the author. 
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letter (published in Iran Nameh) in response to Matini's article. 
Among the points Nasr made in his letter is this: while the miniatures 
in such works as the Shahnameh, Nezami's Khamseh, etc. are Persian 
artwork they could not have come into existence without an Islamic 
world outlook. These masterpieces, he wrote, were profoundly 
Islamic. Matini in his article had addressed two points: I. The act of 
misnaming Iranian artwork "Islamic" on the part of non-Muslim 
westerners was a way of giving credibility to the deliberate act of 
eliminating all references to Iran, Iranian culture, Iranian thought, etc. 
2. Calling figural pieces "profoundly Islamic" was a way of bringing 
such art into the fold of doctrinally approved artwork among Muslims. 

In the present article, the author feels he must state categorically 
that such artwork is not only not profoundly Islamic, the depiction of 
animate beings is absolutely against religious law in Islam. The 
illegality of depicting animate beings has been sustained in past 
centuries and at the present by both Shi'i and Sunni religious scholars. 
To confirm this Matini consulted three contemporary Shi'i theologians 
and Abd al-Aziz ibn Baz, Saudi Grand Mufti and President of the 
Permanent Committee for Research and Fatawa, on the artwork in the 
"Islamic" Art Exposition. Their answers were unanimous that the 
depiction of animate beings in Islam is forbidden. In addition, the 
mere act of labeling "Islamic" that which is unlawful in Islam is also 
against religious law. 

On another front, the author also raises the issue of calling works 
"Islamic," which is incorrect in the view of European experts. 

The author then addresses the opinion of Seyyed Hossain Nasr, 
who explicitly called the depiction of animate beings "profoundly 
Islamic." Nasr, Matini points out, has not studied Islam in Iran or in 
America, and has joined the Maryamiyyeh Sect, which is not Islamic. 
How could Nasr, he asks, arrogate to himself the act of issuing a fatwa 
about Islam? If Nasr were to visit any of the mosques of Iran (Sheikh 
Lotfollah in Isfahan, for example), he would see that none of its 
beautiful tiles are adorned with images of animate beings, rather with 
floral, vegetative, and vegetative patterns only. 

Nasr has written that when he was a student at Harvard he had 
prayed; but this was presumably after he had joined the Maryamiyyeh 
Sect. 

Meanwhile in an interview conducted by Ramin Jahanbeglu, he 
stated that after he had returned to Iran from America and began 
teaching in the Faculty of Letters at the University of Tehran, one of 
his biggest problems was that the celebrated professors in the 
philosophy, psychology, and sociology departments of the Faculty 
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The Maryamiyyeh Religious Sect and its New 
"Sheikh" Seyyed Hossein N asr 

Jalal Matini 

Until now Iranshenasi has published several articles about the 
Maryamiyyeh sect established by Frithjof Schuon, born in Basel of 
German parents. In the present article, Matini revisits a subject he had 
first broached in an article published in Iran Nameh in autumn 1985. 
At that time he had not been aware that Seyyed Hossein Nasr had left 
Islam and joined a new sect, the Maryamiyyeh. In the 1985 article, 
Matini examined an exhibition of "Islamic" art called Tresors de 
l'lslam mounted at the Musee d'art et d'histoire in Genva. He pointed 
out that close to 70 percent of the artworks on display had been 
created in areas within the confines of present-day Iran or in places 
that had been within the Iranian cultural sphere. For this reason, he 
wrote, the word "Islami" in the title of the exhibition is a misnomer. 
He added that the journal Tribune des Arts (Geneva, no. 59, 5 June 
1985), devoted several pages to introduce the exhibition. Among the 
exhibits was a page from a manuscript of the Shahnameh that 
contained some of the text and a miniature picturing the Sassanian 
King Khosrow Parviz celebrating the ancient Now Ruz festival with a 
goblet of wine. Matini pointed out that the portrait of the Sassanian 
king, Now Ruz, and wine drinking hadn't the slightest connection 
with Islam. He added that it whether or not painting or figural art was 
permitted in Islam did not concern him. Seyyed Hossein Nasr wrote a 

* All translations, unless otherwise stated. are by Paul Sprachman. 



M. A. R. Taleghany A vision of Sassanid Iran Chapter 
three: the State Administration 15 

Abd-Alreza Ansari The 2,500-Year Celebration of 
Persian Royal Rule 17 



Persian 

Articles 
Selections 
Book Reviews 
Short Reviews 
Memoires 

Communications 

English 

Contents 
Iranshenasi 
New Series 

Vol. XXVI, No.3, Autumn 2014 

401 
507 
513 
541 
549 
573 

Abstracts of Persian Articles by: 

Jalal Matini The Maryamiyyeh Religious 
Sect and its New "Sheikh" 
Seyyed Hossein Nasr 13 



A JOURNAL 

OF IRANIAN STUDIES 

New Series 

Editor: 

lalal MJtini 

Associate Editor 

(In chaq.;e of English Section) 

William L. HanawaV 

University of l'ennsvl\',lnia 

Book Review Editor: 

Heshmat Moavyad 

Advisory Board 

I'der J, Chelkowski, 

Nl'W York University 

Djala Khaleghi Motlagh 

Hamburg Uni\'ersity 

Heshmat Moavvad, 

Univcrsity 01 Chicago 

Roger M. Savory, 

University ot Toronto 

Former (deceased) Advisors 

Mohammad Djafar Mahdjoub 

Zabihollah Sala 

The Views expresscd in the articles are those of the authors 

and do not necessarily reflect till' views of the Journal. 

All contributions and corresp'll1dence should be addressed to: 

The Editor: Iranshenasi 

POBoxl038 

Rockville, Maryland 20849-1038, U.S.A, 

Telephone: (301) 279-2564 

Fax (301) 279 - 2649 

Requests for permission to reprint more than short 

quotations should be addressed to the Editor. 

Annual subscription rates (4 issues) are $ 75.00 for individuals, $ 65,00 for students, 

and $ 200 for institutions, 

The price includes postage in the U.s. 

For foreign mailing (Air Mail), add $ 24 forCanada, $ 48 for other countries 



CJratUshenasv 
A JOURNAL OF IRANIAN STUDIES 

New Series 

Abstracts of Persian Articles by: 

Abd-Alreza Ansari 
J alai Matini 

M.A.R. Taleghany 

Vol. XXVI, No.3, Autumn 2014 


