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palace. 
S - Another defensive device was to throw three angled, iron nails 

on the road, so that the approaching army's horses would tread on 
them and become lame and, thus, denying that army speedy 
deployment. This device was also used when the Iranian army left the 
battlefield enticing the enemy to run after them only for their horses to 
be injured. 

6 - Sinking the enemy ships; when the enemy army attacked the 
Iranian territory from the sea, the regional commanders let them 
advance on land and - when they were cut off from their ship - the 
Iranians would attack the ships and sink them. The enemy army would 
then be short of supplies and could neither fight for a long time nor 
could it withdraw to its naval bases. 

7 - When the Byzantine or Arab invaders chose to be transported 
by boats on the rivers - and this happened mostly in Mesopotamia -
the Iranian army would divert the rivers. In this case the enemy boats 
downstream were stuck in the mud and could not accomplish their 
mission. This device also made them good targets for the Iranian 
attacks. 

8 - It is reported that whenever a castle, or a walled town, was 
attacked by the enemy, the people in the castle or town had bags of 
stone-balls ready to bombard them from atop the walls and from 
behind the turrets and battlements. 

Tabari also reports that the Arab armies besieging a castle could 
not climb the walls because of the presence of so many soldiers 
guarding the place from behind the battlements. And when finally they 
thought they had dispatched the guards and climbed the walls and 
entered the castle, they were surprised to find no one there; apparently 
the occupants had left the castle from a hidden passage and had left 
only one guard who went from one battlement to another pretending 
that there were a great number of them. When the last guard was 
confident that all the people in the castle had left it he also fled from 
the same route; that was why the Arabs could capture the empty 
castle. The story shows that castle had hidden access ways to bring 
supplies in when the castle was besieged; or leave it when necessary. 
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commanders were given autonomy in running their territory and they 
did not pay taxes on the land and businesses. They were entitled 
"Shah" or king; whence the title of Shahanshah (king of kings) of 
Iran. Whenever a commanding general entered the garrison the 
trumpets informed the other officers of h is presence. 

I - Army deployment: When facing the enemy, the army was 
divided as follows. The vanguard, comprising of foot soldiers, who 
marched with music and singing, followed by the cavarly. The 
vanguard was accompanied by an elephant, which played the role of a 
tank in modem warfare. After the vanguard moved the "heart," or the 
main body of the army. The army commander directed the military 
operations from atop of an elephent in this section. In front of the 
commander there was the famous kaviyani Flaq; it was carried at full 
mast. It was four yards by six yards and it was covered by precious 
stones. The flag's colour was a composition of red, yellow and violet 
and its defence was a sacred duty. The main body of the army had two 
flanks and was followed by the rearguard trailing behind. Soldiers, 
cavalry and elephants were all covered by chain mail. The elephants 
were covered by chain mail as well as protected by curved-swords 
affixed to their bodies and legs so that enemy foot soldiers could not 
harm them. These were thirty three elephants deployed in the battle of 
Kadessiah with the Muslim armies. 

2 - Military intelligence: The army employed trained information 
gathering officers and agents who penetrated the enemy army and 
would report back to their strength. It is reported that after Parviz 
defeated Bahram-chobin, who fled to Khorasan, he was followed by 
agants who assassinated him there. parviz used the same tactic to get 
rid of one of his revolting uncles. 

3 - Communication with army commanders: When the regional 
commanders were engaged in local wars, the king would send special 
agents to regularly inform him of the progress at the field; this enabled 
the king to support his commanders when they needed help. During 
the decisive battle of Kadissyah with the Arab armies, the king 
dispensed with regular reporting in writing and set up a much quicker 
communication system by posting these agents at short distance from 
each other and they communicated their report by word of mouth. 
Thus, the man right in the front would rush with his news to the 
nearest agent and would tell him of the progress and the second herald 
relayed the same to the next agent until it reached the royal palace. 

4 - The moat: in the case of the small towns and local garrisons the 
town or the army compound was protected by moats which prevented 
the enemy cavalry approaching the walls of the town or the ruler's 
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The Term Asman ("Heaven") 
in Persian Poetry 

Pirayeh Yaghma'i 

23 

In this detailed article, the first part of which appears in this issue 
of Iranshenasi, the author studies the use of the word asman in poetry. 
Before Islam Iranians divided heaven into four levels (degrees). In the 
Sasanian period, heaven reached seven levels, and during the post
Islamic period seven heavens were talked about. Then two other levels 
were added: the Savabet (fixed stars) and the Atlas. The views of the 
Brethren of Purity, Abu Rayhan Biruni, and Sohravardi were also 
mentioned on the topic. In the view of some believers, if heaven were 
not God Himself, without doubt it was a means between God and 
humanity. For this reason, when people made benedictions or curses 
they pointed up heaven. Here the author quotes from Ferdowsi, Naser 
Khosrow, Khayyam, and Hafez. In the poetry of the Constitutional 
Period, one also runs across this belief at times. However, Jalal ai-Din 
Rumi looked at the matter from a variety of angles. 

A Vision of Sassanid Iran * 
Chapter Four: the Anny 

M. A. R. Taleghany 

The king was the commander in chief of the army. He appointed 
the "Iran-Sepahbad" or the cheif of the staff. During the early third 
century AD the whole army was under the command of one general. 
Later on, when the empire expanded to cover the area from the 
borders of China to the Mediterranean Sea, the military efficiency 
required more commanding generals with full power. Thus, by the 
time of Anoushirvan there were four generals commanding the border 
armies to the east, west, south and north. The regional commanders 
were usually royal princes or were appointed from amongst the seven 
great aristocratic families. It was so that Ardshir appointed his son to 
the post of Kirman and Shapour appointed his son to the commanding 
post of Khorasan. We also hear of the General Farrokhzad, in 
Baghdad, and the general of the Tabaristan. Some of these 

• Abstract prepared by the author. 



22 Iranshenasi, Vol. XXVI 

activities of Mohammad Farrokhi in Iran. Farrokhi was born in Yazd 
and was working from the time he was a child. His only regular 
program of education was at the English Mission school of Yazd, and 
because of poems he wrote criticizing school authorities he was 
expelled. He then went to work again, jobs like being a shopkeeper's 
apprentice. In 190 I he was very critical of the autocratic ruler of 
Yazd, and he landed in jail. It is rumored that the autocrat ordered to 
have Farrokhi's lips sewn up, but this is false. He went to jail many 
times. He became a supporter of Socialism and was enamored of the 
Russian Revolution. His opponents labeled him an agent of the Soviet 
Union. In the wake of the crackdowns during martial law in Iran, 
when he sought refuge at the Soviet Embassy, the accusations 
circulated more widely. At the outset of the Reza Shah period, he was 
elected as member of the Majles. At that time he was invited by the 
Soviet government to participate in the tenth anniversary of the 
Russian Revolution. He published an account of his trip in Tufan. 
Later, in 1927, after learning the police had developed a case against 
him, he fled to Russia. But life there didn't agree with him, and he 
went to Germany. In Tehran he was under surveillance of security 
agents until, based on the case against him, he was imprisoned. 

Tufan, which was from the very first a very radical and seething in 
tone, had to suspend publication time after time. In its sixth to its 
seventh years, during the reign of Reza Shah, the paper toned down, 
and in some cases had to admit to this. It seems that the softening of 
the paper was the result of an agreement between Farrokhi and 
Timurtash, Reza Shah's Court Minister. 

One must take this point into consideration that for various 
reasons, especially the extreme revolutionary slogans-in imitation of 
the Bolsheviks and their calls for bloody purges-his extended 
sanctuary at the Russian embassy, Farrokhi and his newspaper were 
charged with being allied to Soviet policies. He believed that the 
struggle with world capitalism, there was no refuge weak nations but 
the government of the workers and famers. On the other hand, it 
appears that the Russians did not take Farrokhi seriously. Important 
leftist newspapers outside of Iran did not have strong ties with Tufan. 
In addition, according to ????? , Farrokhi's cell mate in prison, the 
leftist prisoners did not enjoy warm relations with him. 

A quatrain of Farrokhi's appeared on the masthead of most issues 
ofTufan. Most of these were political with the occasional poem with a 
social message which spoke of the need for revolution and struggle 
with the powerful. 
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The paper praised Reza Khan, Sardar Sepah (later Reza Shah), 
during the time he was prime minister. He gave financial support to 
Habl al-Matin, and after he took the throne, he forced the Majles to 
make that support official. So ends the summary of Naser ai-Din 
Parvin's article. 

It should also be said that Mo'ayyad al-Eslam and Habl al-Matin 
of Calcutta, Rasht, and Tehran came under heavy attack in the Islamic 
Republic. The details of the attack are mentioned in the article. In 
addition, recently the Islamic government has stopped the publication 
of a complete index to the Calcutta Habl al-Matin, which was 
prepared by Mohammad Golbon. In his "History of the Constitutional 
Revolution," Ahmad Kasravi noted the importance of Habl al-Matin 
as welI as pointed out the paper's weak points. 

At the end of the article, Matini makes several other points: 
I. After the execution of Sheikh FazlolIah Nuri, the Tehran Habl 

al-Matin, which was edited by Seyyed Hasan Kashani, the brother of 
Mo'ayyad al-Eslam, was suspended. The editor was sentenced to 
prison and fined. 

2. In the end, Mo'ayyad al-Eslam's last wish was carried out by 
the Iranian government, which bore his body from Zahedan to 
Mashhad. 

3.Mo'ayyad al-Eslam was his father's great uncle. 
4.His father, Seyyed Ali Matini, spend several years in Calcutta 

collaborating with Mo'ayyad al-Eslam. 
5. His father chose their family name, alIuding to the title Habl al

Matin, a topic mentioned in the newspaper Shafaq-e Sorkh at the time. 
6. His father, because of the esteem he had for Seyyed Jalal ai-Din 

Mo'ayyad al-Eslam, named his first child "Jalal." 

Tufan (Toufan) of F arrokhi 

Nasser ai-Din Parvin 

Tl{fan was one of the most important newspapers published in Iran 
during the last years of the Ahmad Shah reign and the first years of 
Reza Shah. The paper was published in Tehran from 24 August 1921 
to 22 January 1929 with several prolonged gaps caused by 
suspensions or other issues related to the publisher. In total 837 issues 
of Tufan, 2 issues of replacement journals Setareh-ye Sorkh and 
Peykar, and 41 issues of Weekly Tufan constitute the journalistic 
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Kashan, he went to Esfahan to complete his studies, and then entered 
the seminary of Mirza Shirazi. With his education at an end, 
Mo'ayyad al-Eslam went of Oman with the intention of conducting 
trade, and, later, to India where he founded Habl ai-Malin. He would 
often tangle with the British government in India and, at times, with 
the government of Iran and even with clerics and journalists in that 
country. For the last ten years of his life he was blind and handed over 
work to his daughter. He died in Calcutta on 15 December 1930, 
having stipulated in his will that his body be taken to Iran and buried 
next to the shrine of Imam Reza in Mashhad. 

Parvin has written that there were few literary or political figures 
who hadn't contributed to Habl ai-Malin. The success of the paper 
resulted in Mo'ayyad al-Eslam's establishing the first cadre of Iranian 
journalists in India. He also published five separate journals in Urdu, 
English, and Bengali as well as Habl al-Matin in English. He started 
the Habl al-Matin Limited Company, a publishing house, which was 
closed in 1882 as a result of British pressure. According to Parvin's 
sources the three Habl ai-Matins (Persian, Bengali, and English) had a 
total circulation of 60,000. 

The important point to note is that the paper and its associated 
journals played an important role in awakening Muslims in India, 
especially the Persian-users in other lands. It reached the Caucasus, 
Ottoman Turkey, and Afghanistan. 

Uzbeks and Tajiks became familiar with Habl ai-Malin through 
Persians living in Eshqabad and Samarqand. The Paris journal Revue 
du Monde Musulman during the twenty years of its publication (1906-
26) quoted Habl ai-Malin and its associated journals close to 400 
times. 

Parvin has divided the 37-year run of Habl al-Matin into five 
periods. He calls the third period, which coincided with the reign of 
the Qajar king Mohammad Ali Shah (1907-09), the most import in the 
history of the paper. During this period it became a faithful organ for 
the opinions of moderate constitutionalists. Dr. Malekzadeh has 
written: Habl al-Matin must be seen at the vanguard of Iranian 
freedom-seekers and as one of the pillars of the Iranian constitutional 
edifice. Unlike many Iranians and newspapers of Iran, Habl al-Matin 
supported genuine Iranian neutrality during WWI; but at the same 
time it acknowledged that, despite the country's neutrality, the warring 
states used it as a battleground. During the time of Reza Shah, Habl al
Matin was optimistic about the government, and believed that the king 
would straighten out the social and political affairs of the country. 
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On the Newspaper Habl al-Matin 

Jalal Matini 

The lead article of this issue of Iranshenasi responds to one of the 
readers of the journal. After reading Matini's note "On Continuing 
Publication of lranshenast' and expressing his sorrow at the prospect 
of the journal's demise, addressed Matini, saying the work he has 
done over the past 33 years first with Iran Nameh and, later, in the 
present journal is more important than that done by one of Matini's 
ancestors, Seyyed Jalal aI-Din Kashani Mo'ayyad al-Eslam, many 
years ago in India with the publication of the newspaper Hab! al
Malin. This is because Seyyed Jalal aI-Din had many facilities at his 
disposal in India, whereas Matini has managed this journal 
singlehandedly. Matini demurred, saying that his work is in no way 
comparable to Mo'ayyad al-Eslam's. In support of this view he asked 
the reader whether he had read Naser ai-Din Parvin's article on Hab! 
aI-Malin (Iranshenasi 4:5[Fall, 1993]). The reader said "no," but he 
knew that the newspaper had been published in India. Matini said that 
since the reader did not have access to that article, he'd write a 
summary of it and add several other subjects in this issue so that the 
reader would appreciate the importance of Mo'ayyad al-Eslam's 
achievements. 

In his article Parvin wrote his article in commemoration of the 100 
years of Hab! ai-Malin in Calcutta. Introducing Mo'ayyad al-Eslam's 
family in Kashan, he wrote that the newspaperman was from a clerical 
family that also engaged in trade. After his elementary education in 

* All translations. unless otherwise stated. are hy Paul Spraehman. 
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