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told her that the castle and the garden were bequeathed by the Czar to 
Mir Fattah for his services, and after he died without an heir, it 
became a publ ic park. 

Obeyd-e Zakani's Message in the 
Poem Mush-o Gorbeh ("Cat and Mouse") 

Jalal Matini 

Since in most manuscripts of Obeyd-e Zakani's complete works, 
Mush-o Ciorbeh is not found, and in the limited number where it does, 
the various versions ditTer markedly, the author summarizes what 
students of Obeyd's works have said about the poem. First he says 
Mojtaba Minovi's wrote a detailed article on the subject in the journal 
Yaghma (yr. 10, no. II, 1957) and introduced manuscripts of Obey d's 
works. lie adds that the only place where the poem appears is in the 
manuscript of Dr. Asghar Mahdavi, which he thinks was written 
between 1495 and 1545 and contains the first three pages of the poem. 
Mohammad Jafar Madjoub, the editor of a recent edition of Obeyd's 
works published in the United States, has written that he prepared a 
version of the poem based on the Mahdavi manuscripts, and because 
no other old manuscripts were available, he had to depend on 
lithographed versions. His Mush-o Gorbeh has 75 lines. Parviz 
Atabaki's version is based on an Egyptian manuscript dated 1355 and 
has 99 lincs. Ali Mohaddes in 2011 published another Mush-o Gorbeh 
based on the Tunisia National Library. 

What is Obeyd's message in Mush-o Gorbeh? He addresses the 
poem to those people with reason, intelligence, and mindfulness. He 
explicitly calls on them to be on the alert and not be taken in by 
deccitful individuals. He portrays the deceitful cat's clothing, a cat 
that all of a sudden becomes a devout believer at prayer in a mosque. 
Matini at the end of this brief article turns to Ayatollah Khomeini, 
who during his stay in Paris conducted interviews with the newspapers 
and radio and television networks from various countries, speaking 
deceitfully of freedom for women, of the press, of assembly, etc. But 
as soon as he obtained power, as we know, did not act accordingly. 
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The Treacherous Three that Broke Iran's Back 
in the Russo-Iranian Wars 

Mohammad Ismaiel Heydar Ali 

The writer states that for 181 years, they have been lying to us on 
the reasons for the defeat of Iran in the last Russo-Iranian wars. They 
say Iran was weak and Fath-Ali Shah was a pleasure-loving man. 
tight-fisted, who did not send money to the front. Iranians were 
lacking in bravery and valor. They imagined Abbas Mirza to he the 
champion of champions, while documents show him to be a traitor. 

What happened was this: When Path-Ali Shah was deciding 
whether to go to war with overreaching Russians, the clergy of the 
time, relying on a limited number of authorities. issued a fatwa of 
jehad, and Qa'em Maqam Farahani published the fatwas in easily 
understood language in his Resaleh-ye JahadZ)'eh. Troops were 
mobilized from all over Iran, equipment, provisions ... were readied. At 
the War Council, maps were drawn up. In the first confrontation 
between the two forces, 20,000 Russian soldiers were decimated. The 
War began on the 25 June 1826, after which Iranian generals liberated 
Badkubeh, the province of Qobbeh, Daghestan, Ganjeh, and Georgia. 
One must ask then: Why did Iran submit to the humiliating Treaty of 
Turkmenchay? Answer: The main column under the command of 
Crown Prince Abbas Mirza after a victory reached in Tabriz the 
undefended fort of Shushi, but instead of taking the fort, he visited the 
home of a vi II age chief Two Russian Cossacks managed to escape the 
scene and inform their commanders of the situation. At this point the 
tables were turned. The news reached other fronts. and chaos reigned 
everywhere. Abbas Mirza headed for Tabriz. 

He managed in time to save his wife and child who were in Tahriz. 
[n addition, instead of concentrating his forces in Tabriz, he sent them 
to Khoi, and he himself and a number of associates camped nearby. 
Here the second traitor enters the field. Mir Fattah Mojtahed opened 
the gates of Tabriz to the Russian forces. The Russian commander 
entered the city without a fight. At this point Sir Gore Ouseley, the 
British ambassador, bought Crown Prince Abbas Mirza. The writer of 
the article then raises this question: Why did Abbas Mimi, as opposed 
to the Shah, have to affirm one article of the Turkmenchay Treaty,? 
Another issue he raises relates to what a person, who had visited 
Badkubeh, told him. This person said she saw a great castle and 
garden grounds in Badkubeh and asked who the owner was. People 
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arrested the bearer of the firman. What was most important and 
unforgiveable at the time was that Mosaddeq kept the truth from 
everyone. He didn't tell the cabinet that he had received the firman 
ordering his dismissal. and in a radio broadcast to the nation, he made 
absolutely no reference to having gotten it; rather he stated openly that 
a coup d'etat had taken place that night. Thus, for years, those smitten 
with Mosaddeq who refer to the "coup d'etat" 01'28 Mordad base their 
assertion on Mosaddeq's own words. 

Matini now turns to speeches made by Dr. Mosaddeq in the years 
bcl'ore he became Prime Minister. In the fourteenth session of 
Pariiaillent in defense of Ahmad Shah, he said that although he knew 
that i I' he didn't support the Anglo-Persian Agreement of 1919, he 
\'yould be removed from his throne, he opposed it anyway. whereas at 
a banquet held by Lord Curzon as well as at a banquet held in 
Manchester he gave his full support to Anglo-Persian Agreement of 
1919. News of the Manchester banquet was published in the Tehran 
newspaper Nil 'd 

On the trans-Iranian railway (north-south line) he said this was the 
L3ritish proposal. He, instead, was in favor ofa railway from Khaneqin 
to India. Ilowever, released documents kept in the British Office of 
Public Records (PRO) prove the complete opposite. 

In the session of the National Consultative Assembly of June 1950 
said to Prime Minister Razmara (assassinated 1951): "". 1 will kill 
you right here." Mosaddeq is the only Iranian Prime Minister who 
transferred the office to his home and set up operations there. Another 
important point is that while he was a deputy in Parliament. he 
opposed giving plenipotentiary authority to the government. but once 
he himself became Prime Minister so long as he did not have such 
"authority," he would not begin his work. He had made a similar 
demand in 1920 when, for the first time, he was in the cabinet of 
()avam al-Saltaneh as tinance minister. This demand was repeated 
twice while he was Prime Minister, and the second time he received 
authority 1'01' the government program. 

Alter this introduction, Matini, addressing those smitten with 
Mosaddeq writes, "I f the things that Mosaddeq did were done by 
another person like Qavam al-Saltaneh, what would you say about 
'()a 'yam ai-Sal taneh' thenT 
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one of two things may follow: I. The issuing of a royal firman 
ordering your dismissal or 2. A coup d'etat. Mosaddeq's response: 
"The Shah cannot issue such a firman and were he to do so, we 
wouldn't obey it. As for the possibility of a coup d'etat. the 
government is in our hands, and we'll stop it." Sanjabi said, "When 
Mosaddeq grew upset with my arguing, he said, 'Sir, when you were 
coming here this morning, did you smoke hashish?''' Sanjabi 
answered, "I didn't smoke hashish, but, whatever you do we won't 
deny our support for you." Khalil Maleki raised his opposition 
everywhere including at meetings of his party Nirooy-e SCVVO!11" 

(Third Force). Maleki and Sanjabi, as well as Foruhar as 
representatives of parties supporting the government went to 
Mosaddeq calling on him to change his mind, but to no avail. 

Opposition to the dissolving of seventeenth Pari iament was not 
limited to these three individuals; but Katouzian, undoubtedly because 
of the limited time allotted to the interview, confined his remarks to 
what was said above. Eight deputies declared to the prosecutor in 
Tehran that Mosaddeq's cabinet members were guilty of a crime 
because they signed the bill authorizing the referendum. Addressing 
the General Secretary of the United Nations, one deputy said, "By 
resorting to force Mosaddeq has rebelled against Parliament, the 
Constitution, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Every 
act on his part on behalf of the nation of Iran won't be binding. In a 
pronouncement, Ayatollah Kashani stated, "No patriotic Muslim will 
participate in this ruinous referendum, which is a scheme hatched by 
foreigners. Several other factions in Parliament rose in opposition to 
the referendum, but Mosaddeq's answer to the whole opposition was: 
"This is the decision I've made, and I must carry it out." 

In the face of all those who opposed him, Dr. Mosaddeq on 27 
July 1953 spoke to the nation on the continuation or dissolution or 
seventeenth Parliament and had separate ballot boxes placed for those 
in favor and those against, which in itselt~ of course, was wholly 
improper. Except for a handful, the majority of votes aflirmed the 
view of the government. Mosaddeq personally-not in the name or 
Prime Minister-issued the pronouncement dissolving Parliament and 
conveyed the result to the Shah, asking him to issue a firm un to start 
process to election for 18th session of the National Consultative 
Assembly. Just as Dr. Seddiqi and Dr. Sanjabi had predicted, the Shah 
dismissed Mosaddeq and issued another firman calling on General 
Zahedi to become Prime Minister. At night Zahedi sent. via Colonel 
Nasiri, thefirman of dismissal to Mosaddeq. Mosaddeq acknowledged 
receiving it in writing, but at the same time the Prime Minister's guard 
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To those Smitten with Dr. Mosaddeq 

Jalal Matini 

Ihe recent BBC Farsi interview with Mohammad Ali Homayoun 
KatOll/ian occasioned ostensibly by the anniversary of the 28th 
Mordad (the 19 August 1953 overthrow of Dr. Mosaddeq) has 
provided the writer of the present article, Jalal Matini, the opportunity 
to address issues related to Dr. Mosaddeq as Prime Minister. First 
Matini writes about Dr. Mosaddeq's incorrect decision to begin the 
17th parliamentary session with 85 deputies (instead of 132), thus 
marring his Prime Ministership. Second, he addresses some speeches 
made by Dr. Mosaddeq from 25th August 1941 onward. 

In the interview with BBC, Katouzian said that when Dr. 
Mosaddeq decided to dissolve Parliament by national referendum, he 
encountered serious opposition Irom several individuals close to him 
and a number among his adherents. Mosaddeq explained why by 
stating simply: "This Parliament is opposed to us." Dissolving 
pari ialllent by referendum was not foreseen in constitution, and 
Katollzian noted that opposition from three important members of the 
Popular Movement (Nehzat-e Melli) is beyond dispute: Dr. Gholam
Hoseyn Siddiqi (Sadighi), vice-prime minister and minister of state, 
Dr. Sanjabi, and Khalil Maleki. Seddiqi and Sanjabi in opposing the 
referendum said to Mosaddeq: "Were you to do this the Shah would 
dismiss you with one .firman." Mosaddeq's response: "He wouldn't 
dare!" Dr. Sar~jabi said to Dr. Mosaddeq that by dissolving Parliament 

* ;\ II translations. unless otherwise stated. are hy Paul Spraehman. 
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