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eliminate the veil was his trip to Turkey. Reza Shah first put an end 
to the border disputes between the two countries that had gone on 
for several centuries. He then accepted the Turkish invitation and 
visited the country for twenty-six days. The things that made the 
greatest impression on him were advancements in Turkish society, 
especially in the open association of men and women and the 
employment of Turkish women in economic, social, and political 
affairs. Reza Shah said, "I had no idea the Turks had progressed to 
such a degree and were so advanced in their adoption of European 
civilization. We must martial all our forces to the rapid 
advancement of our people, especially women." 

Sadiq writes that wearing the chador in school was prohibited at 
the beginning of the 1934 academic year. This was replaced by a 
covering called the ormak. 

He writes: "After women were allowed admittance to the 
Higher Teacher's College, I tried in all sincerity to enroll three 
women, two of whose fathers were serving in diplomatic posts 
outside the country, where their daughters had been studying." 
Then he describes the official ceremonies in Tehran marking the 
abolishing of the veil at the College. The wife and daughters of 
Reza Shah attended the ceremonies without the veil. In time the 
number of women at the College increased. 
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grace - would mean that he would at the first opportunity put them to 
death. They realized that Shyrouye was not inclined to kill his father 
and therefore made an ultimatum to him :kill Parviz as there cannot be 
two kings, Either you are a king and we follow you or we bring him back 
to the throne and kill you." Shyrouye had no option but to see to their 
demand and order the king to be killed. 

It is noteworthy that even the thought of disrespecting the divines 
grace of a king was so abhorrent to the officers that several of them 
attempted his death but withdraw at the last minute. Parviz knew this and 
at last he removed his arm-band (symbolically protecting this divine 
anointment) and ordered (as a king) the officer to do what he was to do. 
This order would release the executing officer of his duty to him. That 
was the end of Parviz. 

It is also to be noted that after a few months Shyrouye, burdened by 
remorse of killing his divine father, went mad and massacared all male 
offspring of parviz. He died shortly after Parviz's death; no doubt he also 
met his end at the hands of the revolting factions. 

Equality of Men and Women 

Issa Sadiq 

The author writes that subject of equality of the sexes was 
discussed during the beginning of the Constitutional Period in Iran 
at private gatherings of intellectuals. Moreover, in 1911 there were 
as many as twelve secret and open women's societies in Tehran. In 
his account of his service in the country, The Strangling of Persia 
(NY, 1912) W. Morgan Shuster refers to services rendered by 
women. Despite this, twelve years after the publication of 
Shuster's book, Nameh-ye Javanan (.Journal the Youth) under the 
editorship of Ebrahim Khvajeh-Nuri, the head of the Society for 
the Advancement of Women, suggested that Iranian women-like 
women in Turkey-wear a head cloth instead of the facemask and 
the horse hair veil, a great uproar arose in Tehran. The religious 
law overseer at the Ministry of Education instituted a suit against 
Khvajeh-Nuri, as a result of which he was sentenced to three years 
imprisonment and fined. Reza Shah, though in favor of lifting the 
veil himself, felt prevailing conditions prevented him from getting 
involved in the issue. Siddiq writes that what made Reza Shah 
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save his father by having him removed from power in a royal palace. The 
army factions revolting knew that once Parviz was saved he would start 
his intrigues and would get rid of all of them. They wanted his head. 

The Trial of Parviz 
Shyrouye's attepmt togive his father a royal retirement, as evidenced 

by sending his father to a palace with military escort, failed. He tried 
another way of appeasing his supporters by arranging Parviz's trial to that 
he could defend his record of reigning during the past thirty eight years. 
The indictment that no doubt was in writing is briefly as following: 

I - You blinded your father (Hormos\zd) and caused his death. 
2 - You banned your children from marriage and denied them the joy 

of life. 
3 - You married a great number of women (which was normal in the 

seventh century AD) and denied them having families oftheir own. 
4 - You burdened the citizens with heavy taxation and filed your 

treasury. 
5 - You kept great garrisons on the borders with the Byzantine empire 

and denied them their life (this was a source of complaint among the 
soldiers) 

6 - You did not show Byzantine emperor any gratitude, for helping 
you succeed to the throne, and refused to send back the True Cross (that 
Commander Shaaheen had captured in Alexandria) to him and that 
wooden cross was of no use to you. 

As is obvious - from the charges in the indictment - the indictment 
was Shyrouye's last attempt to save his father and give him a chance to 
defend himself and appeased the revolting soldiers. This evidenced by 
the fact that parviz was escorted to the palace of retirement by a number 
of officers, that he was taken in ....................... and that his face was 
covered by lace (so that the commoners could not see his face while 
being transferred and even when he was being interrogated by a noble 
officers.) 

As one expected, Parviz was defiant in his response, defended and 
justified his action well and acceptable to a court of law. He, however, 
did not answer the charge of denying his children marriage; but this was 
a private affair of his and did not amount to treason of charge serious 
enough, for killing him. Parviz even went on the repudiate the charges, 
calling Shyrouye unwise, fooled by revolting troops and denouncing 
parricide, especially in the case of a king. 

The revolting troops, however, knew that releasing the king and 
giving him another chance - while being a king and protected by divine 
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ruling classes gained momentum by attracting the disgruntled followers 
of Manes. 

3 - The long-Drawn out wars with the Eastern Roman empire caused 
among the peasantry. 

4 - The schism is Zoroastrianism and among the Iranian Christian 
communities, the conflict between Iranian Christianity and the Byzantine 
church. On the one hand, and the contlict between Zoroastrianism and 
Christianity, on the other, created great confusion and uneased among the 
populace. 

B - Parviz's character factors: 
Parviz has been characterized as vainglorious, arrogant, autocratic, 

superstitious, intriguing and indulgent to the extreme. 
1 - After parviz came to the throne with the support of the Byzantine 

emperor, he married the emperor's daughter, Maria, a Christian, and the 
Zoroastrian clergy were not happy with it. Maria's son, the heir apparent, 
Shyrouye, was accused of being a Christian. Parviz then fall for a 
Christian beauty, Sheereeen, who, with the court physician, Gabriel, 
another Christian, greatly influenced the administration and caused the 
Zoroastrians clergy to accuse Parviz of being a Christian, a charge he 
apparently denied. 

2 - Parviz was also superstitious and greatly influenced by the court 
astrologist who had predicted that one of his grandchildren would have a 
mark, or deficiencies on his body - and he would cause the fall of the 
kingdom. This prediction caused Parviz to ban his sons from marrying 
and had them under a kind of palace arrest. This gave rise to the princes 
disaffection. Ironically one of the princes placed with Sheereen to find 
him a wife. Sheereen consented tohis marrying a courtier; the prince had 
a son from his marriage. Sheereen was very fond of this boy and 
presented the boy to the city if Istakhr. the banishment saved the boy 
from the massacre by Shirouye after his coup against his father. This boy 
eventually became Yazdgird III, the last Sassanid Emporer. 

3 - Parviz made a mistake to nominating Mardanshah, the son of the 
Christian queen, Sheereen, as the crown prince, thus, ignoring the right 
of Shyrouye to the crown. 

4 - Parviz's army met with some set backs in their confrontations with 
the Byzantine army. Parviz, who accepted no setbacks from his 
commanders made the fatal mistake of having part of the army 
imprisoned and ordered the military police to get rid of them. That gave 
cause to revolt among parts of the army. The approached Shyrouye and 
helped him to stage a coup against his father. They was naive and loko 
the bait, thinking that once he was established as the emperor. he could 
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which has caused some confusion among Persian linguists, but has never 
been discussed before. The purpose of this article is to make an attempt 
to illustrate the difference between the two suffixes "gar+i" and "gar[" 
and the source of the confusion. In addition the individual application of 
these two different suffixes will be discussed and finally cases which 
have been abused socially and politically will be exemplified. 

lJppsala lJniversity 

Khosrow Parviz 
The Last Great Emperor of the Sassanid Dynasty * 

M. A. R. Taleghany 

The Sassanid empire reached its zenith during the reign of Parviz. His 
empire stretched from the present day Libya and the suburb of 
Constantinople, in the west, to the borders with China, in the east, and to 
the Yemen, to the south of Arabian peninsula. His wealth was immense, 
his palaces unparalleled, his royal court magnificent and the arts and 
crafts of his court a model for any aspiring king. 

The empire however had its weaknesses as well. Some of these 
weaknesses were the inheritance Parviz had received from his 
predecessors and some of them were due to his character and the style of 
his rule. They were briefly as follows. 

A - The inherited factors of Parviz's downfall: 
I - Manes and his religion. Since the early third century AD, i.e., thr 

foundation of the Sassanid kingdom, Zoroastrianism was the official 
religion of the empire. Within a century from the announcement by the 
founder of the Sassanid dynasty of the official religion of the kingdom 
there appeared a prophet called Manes. He soon found a great number of 
followers. This caused great unease among the Zoroastrian priests and, 
under their pressure, the king convienced a meeting with them that was 
followed by their massacre. Manse's followers and his ideology went 
underground. 

2 - Mazdakism. During the fifth century AD there appeared Mazdak, 
whose religious - socialist movement that greatly annoyed the upper 
classes of society. They supported king Anousheervan and massacred 
some eighty thousands Mazdakis. This ideological opposition to the 

Abstract translated by the author. 
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be a milestone from a political standpoint, accomplished by 
passing one article of law, making use of oil is not an easy thing 
task because it requires four things we don't have: 1. The ability 
and experience in managing oil production; 2. Technical expertise; 
3. Means of transport; and 4. Means of sale and distribution. Then 
he went into detail on each of these points. He then wrote: "Of 
course the issues I have raised will not please the extremists ... ". 
The entire text of the letter appears in lranshenasi. 

Matini writes that as far as his memory goes, Dr. Mosaddeq 
in his writings did not refer the advice given by Fateh and Namazi. 
Why is this so? If he had, then his opponents would have asked: 
Given that you were not educated in the oil field nor in the global 
difficulty of oil production, why didn't you take advantage of the 
advice from these two individuals? 

While it is true Mosaddeq knew nothing about oil, he did 
know quite well how to make use of the religious beliefs of the 
people on every issue. An example of this is when he said on the 
issue of the nationalization of oil that he dreamt a luminous figure 
appeared to him and said, "Open the manacles Mosaddeq had put 
on me and the people of Iran. When nationalization was approved 
in the Oil Commission unanimously, he had to admit that what the 
luminous figure had said was nothing short of revelation. 

Reflection of Aggression in the Political 
Translation of "gari" Suffix * 

Shokoufeh Taghi 

The usage of "gar ~" suffix, in the building of ''yai -slu-;!" noun 
infinitive (gar+i) has been traced back to the time of Middle Persian 
language and is still used in the modem Persian literature. However 
making noun infinitive C).l..o.4.o r--"I) with the "gari" as one suffix has been 
rare in the Persian literature, especially in the building of noun infinitive 
with the addition to the active participle adjective. This article focuses on 
the difference between the two suffixes "gar+i" and "gari" a matter 

Abstract translated by the author. 
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long record at the oil company and are familiar with the people 
who head it, I request that you try your best to get them to agree to 
the government position and have the law [to nationalize the oil 
industry] implemented in an appropriate manner." Fateh wrote on 
this topic in his book "Fifty Years of Iranian Oil." Despite the fact 
that Mosaddeq did not ask Fateh for advice, Fateh, as a well­
informed and sympathetic expert, listed problems in the law for his 
old friend. He wrote among other things: "Though Mosaddeq had a 
complete grasp of the political issues of the day, he was 
uninformed about the problems of marketing oil and the monopoly 
of the international cartel in this regard. He also became aware that 
Mosaddeq's advisors had not devoted the time necessary to study 
the issue." He asked Mosaddeq to take the "facilities" into 
consideration and to look at the issue realistically. He knew that 
Mosaddeq and his supporters didn't know the first thing about oil 
and that none had been educated in the field. Mosaddeq .. had 
written his law dissertation on "divine inspiration in Shii 
jurisprudence." This was reason why Mosaddeq could state at the 
outset: "Our income from oil will be at least 30 million pound!" A 
complete text of the discussions between Fateh and Mosaddeq 
appears in this article. 

The second document is a letter by Mohammad Namazi to 
Hoseyn Ala, Minister of Court. Namazi wrote that in discussions 
with Dr. Mosaddeq the subject of his need for a special advisor in 
matters of oil policy came up. Mosaddeq expressed a desire to 
have Namazi come to Iran and under the existing circumstances 
help him in these matters. Namazi wrote to Ala: "Coming to Iran 
would interfere with his shipping interests to a degree; but, in view 
of the critical importance of the oil issue to Iran, if I am able to 
render any service, whenever asked, I will comply and put myself 
at the Prime Minister's service." In his letter to Ala, he also wrote: 
"Since, three years ago you asked me to study the 1933 oil 
agreement and prepare a report on it, I had no knowledge about oil, 
I had to study the subject. I began by consulting many experts in 
the field. Despite this, I must confess that I am not formally 
educated on oil nor do I have a background in petroleum matters." 
He then referred the Minister to the report he had submitted three 
years before and added: "Although the nationalization of oil would 
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Dr. Mosaddeq, Mostafa Fateh, 
and Mohammad N amazi 

Jalal Matini 

In the last two or three months, several readers of lranshenasi 
have asked the writer to publish in the journal documents at his 
disposal related to the nationalization of oil. One of the readers, for 
example, telephoned to say what he and certainly several others 
like him had known about the agreements signed in 190 I and 1933 
was on the level of rumors. But after the author published A 
Glance at the Political career of Dr. Mohammad Mosaddeq, " 
which contains full texts of the two agreements, they were able to 
gain a better understanding of them and evaluate them for 
themselves. The caller added that on the issue of the 
nationalization of oil itself what he knew had been gleaned from 
the rhetorically-charged writings of both the opponents and those 
in favor of the move (written during the sixty years or so that have 
passed since the signing). Thus, there was no way of telling who 
was right and who was wrong. He said we needed in these years 
"documentation" on everything, so that we could make informed 
judgments on issues based on fact. 

It is with this in mind that Matini is publishing two authentic 
documents to which few people have access in the journal. One of 
them is the response of Mostafa Fateh to a request by Dr. 
Mosaddeq, Prime Minister at the time, namely: "Since you have a 

* All translations, unless otherwise stated, are by Paul Sprachman. 
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