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Banned at home, Trumpeted Abroad 

Paul Sprachman 

Amir Hassan Cheheltan's two novels Revolution Street and Tehran, 
City without Sky cannot be published in Iran. Completcd more than a 
decade and a half ago, the books are banned in the original because they 
are "against values held dear in the Islamic Republic" (zedd-e arzeshi). 
Naturally, this domestic ban has increased interest in Cheheltan's work 
abroad; in the last decade his work has been translated into a number of 
languages. The English-language translator of Cheheltan's Revolution 
Street (Tehran, Khiaban-e Enqelab), Sprachman discusses how the 
silencing of Cheheltan in his native Persian has amplified his voice in 
translation. Censorship has lent credibility to his fictional account of two 
men who benefitted from the Islamic Revolution: one a former butcher 
and royalist street thug who rises to the top of the Islamic Republican 
penal system; the other a school dropout and self-taught "moral surgeon" 
(jarrah-e akhlaqi) who grows rich repairing hymens but is disillusioned 
with the fruits of the Revolution. 
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encounter but Was defeated in a second battle a<; he was betrayed by one 
of his commanders. Moka'bar, After their victory the Arabs massacred 
some forty thousand citizens of Stakhr. Yazdsi.rd had to move to 
Kirman. 

4 - As is expected from the ambitions of the governors of this time, 
the governor of Kirman disobeyed him and Yazdglrd had to move once 
again to Systan. 

5 - Tht: governor of Systan disliked Yazdgird's demand for the 
revenue, came to agreement with the Arabs and forced Yazdgird out of 
Systan. 

6 - Yazdgird bad to move to Khorassan, The recent pattern of events 
was once more repeated here and the governor refused him access to the 
grand castles of the area and Yazdgird, who could not settle with his 
entourage in small castles, had to move to Marv, ncar the borders with 
China 

7 - Whl:n in Marv, Yazdgird got in touch with the China's emperor 
and asked fix hl:lp. At the same time he made an azreement with the 
commander of the Turkik tribes. The governor of Marv, called Mahouye 
Sourie, teared that his rule would come to an end with Yazdgird's 
presence in Marv, secretly made an agreement with the Turkik 
commander. promising him a great amount of money, and in an 
encounter with the Arabs he and his Turkic counterpart left the battle 
scene .. The: king had to flee and ended up in a watermill, Mahouye sent 
some soldiers to find and kill him. The body of Yazdgjrd Was then 
thrown into the river Morghab. He then 'pretended that the mill owner 
had. killed the king, which rumours the populace did not believe. 
Mahouye's family became known as Khodat-Koshan (king killers), a 
crime considered a cardinal sin. 

The Morghab river took the body of Yazdgird to the delta of the 
Zariq, triburary. The people of the town found the body and the Bishop 
of Marv let the funeral cortege go to a church yard where he was 
temporarily buried to be later taken to Stakhr. (If Mahouye was not the 
instigator of the fiasco, he, as the kings's representative in Marv should 
have looked atler his king's body and not the bishop of the town.) 
Yazdgird's crown prince and the family were granted a large estate by the 
emperor of China where they settled as local princes for one century and 
spread the Persian culture there. 

The irony in all these trials is the fact that most of the governors and 
commanders who betrayed Yazdgird were either killed by the same 
Arabs whom they had entrusted their future with or one way or another 
disappeared soon atler their hideous crimes. 
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Shahryar, a favourite of queen Shireen with whose permission be bad 
access to one of the princesses, Yazdgird was the son of this Shahryar. 
Once when Parviz regretted not having a grandchild Shireen presented 
him With Yazdgird. On inspection Parviz found a mark on the child's 
lower body and ordered Shireen to send him away. Yezdgird, thus ended 
up in the old city of Stakhr, in Pars province. hundreds of miles away 
from the capit.al Tisfoon, near the present day Baghdad. 

After Parviz, his son, Shirouye soon started a campaign of fratricide 
that left no prince of blood in the capital, After his expected. short reign 
the crown passed between some twelve secondary princes in just four 
years. The instability in the thus caused ruling class encouraged the 
Arabs newly converted Muslims to aspire to great wealth and luxury of 
Iranian life. Out of a dearth of royal princes the governing elite brought 
prince Yazdgird from Stakhr and crowned him as king. He was twenty 
One years old. He was a good king and brought some stability to the 
country and the Arabs stalled in their raiding Iranian borders for a while 
and the second Caliph ordered his troops to stay on the desert side of the 
Euphrates. The fatal flaw in his rule was his commander-in-chief general 
Rustam, who 'Was not a fighting man and tried to stop Arab invasion by 
negotiating with them. Had he moved even a part of the awesome army 
at his command to quell the Arab raids on his country. the question of 
early Arab raids, commanded by a local bandit, would have been seen to 
in a matter of weeks. 'The Arab bandit soon learned of a new power 
rising in Arabia and asked them to help him. The newly formed, small 
army was encourage into forays in and around the capital and when 
eventually Rustam took to the battle there appeared one of those annual, 
desert sandstorms which blows from Iraq in a north-east direction, The 
Arabs had their bock to the sandstorm while the Iranians were facing the 
heavy sand clouds without having any protection for their eyes. This 
ended in the infamous battle of Kadessiyah and the end of the empire. 
Yazdgird's trials began as follows: 

1- Yazdgird withdrew his entourage to Rey, which covered the: cities 
of Kom, Kashan, Saveh, Oazvin and parts of Hamadan. The governor of 
Rey resented Yazdgird's authority over himself, restricted his authority 
and eventually forced Yazdigird to move to Isphahan. 

2 - In Isphahan Yazdgird appointed a commander, Siyah Daylami. 
with there hundred warriors to stop the Arab army who were chasing 
him. Siyah betrayed his master and. after some discussion with his fellow 
officers. Joined the Arabs rather than fighting them: 

3 - Yazdgird then moved to Stakhr, the Zoroasterian temple city and 
the birthplace of the Sassanids. which was away from the frontline. His 
commander was Sharhrak and he defeated the Arabs in the first 
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the form of Persian poetry, also called mozdavaj ("dual, twin"). It is a 
akin to ghazal (lyric), qasideh (ode), roba'i (quatrain), mostazad 
(increment poem) etc. The name of the book is Mathnavi, but it is 
strange for a book to be named after its poetic form. 

The author then adds that there is a similar oddity in the naming of 
the Qor'an, for qor'an is not the name of the book, rather a noun from the 
Arabic word for "reading." The term appears more than sixty times in the 
text either alone or modified such adjectives as "glorious" or "sage" or 
"clear." However the Qor'an is known by other names, the most 
important of which is ketab ("the book"), which appears in the text far 
more often than the term qor'an. 

The writer then adds that the gor'an has another substantive which is 
similiar to the word mathnavi and which appears in two verses as 
mathani. What is remarkable is that mathal1i, exactly like mathnavi, 
means "dual" or "geminate." 

Movahhed refers to exegetical literature on the intent of the word 
mathan; in the Qor'an and the complete verbal confo,'Tuity between 
mathl1avi and mathani. He finds this point worthy of more study and 
scrutiny. He then turns to the surface characteristics and content of the 
Mathnavi. In the writer's view they speak to "a duality, two-sidedness, 
two-bilateral quality in the writing"; to the fact that "Rumi 

saw every tiber of creation woven from opposites, that is strung 
together from reciprocities, incompatibilities, and contraries"; and to the 
notion that "uniformity, homogeneity, similarity, and purity are not 
commonplace in the world." 

Yazdgird II I 
The Last Emperor of the Sassanid Dynasty * 

M. A. Taleghany 

It could be said that with Khosrow Parviz'z death the powerful 
Sassanid dynasty's tl)Ur centuries rule came to an end. 

Parviz strongly believed in astrology. The royal astrologers had 
predicted that the Sassanid rule would come to an end at the hands of one 
of his children who had a sign on his body. Thus, Parviz gathered the 
princes in a lofty palace; they were royally looked after but were 
forbidden any contact with princesses. The only exception was Prince 

• Abstract tnmslation by the author. 
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In the 13 March 1952 session of Parliament Dr. Mosaddeq described 
Jamal Emami's efforts in the oil nationalization this way: "Now I feel it 
incumbent on me to express my thanks to Mr. Jamal Emami's for his 
very helpful, last hour efforts in nationalizing the oil industry ... " 

From this Dr. Matini concludes and ponders the following: 
1. Mohammad Reza Shah not only did not oppose Dr. Mosaddeq's 

becoming Prime Minister, several times over the years he secretly 
proposed the position to him. 

2. Contrary to Dr. Mosaddeq, who was opposed to British policy in 
Iran with respect to oil, Jamal Emami, the delegate in Parliament. was 
well known for his pro-British views. 

3. It is not clear why Dr. Mosaddeq, who did not entirely trust his 
colleagues in the National Front. had been so close to Jamal Emami. 
Why did he accept the seven-point proposal to nationalize oil written by 
Emami, only adding two points of his own to the proposal? Did Emami 
first consult with Dr. Mosaddeq before formulating the seven points and 
then give it to him? If we don't accept this, then we must agree that 
Jamal Emami and Dr. Mosaddeq's views on carrying out the oil 
nationalization law were the same. 

4. Not only did Jamal Emami offer the post of Prime Minister to Dr. 
Mosaddeq on behalf of the Shah several times, but in a closed session of 
Parliament, when expressing doubts about what would happen with the 
oil nationalization law in the wake of Ala's resignation from the post. 
Emami in the presence of others said to Dr. Mosaddeq, "Why don't you 
accept the position yourself?" Dr. Mosaddeq immediately said, "I would 
accept and will become Prime Minister." 

The writer then poses this question: If Mosaddeq and Jamal Emami 
were at opposite ends of the spectrum, how is it that in the instances 
outlined above, their views were so congruent? 

Dr. Matini's article in addition to discussing the cooperation between 
Jamal Emami and Dr. Mosaddeq, also refers to instances in which they 
disagreed. Emami from the start of Mosaddcq's tenure as Prime Minister 
in certain cases not only openly opposed some of his actions, but he also 
took on leadership of the opposition minority faction in Parliament. 

On the Naming of the Mathnavi 

M.I\. Movahhed 

In his article Movahhed writes about the naming of the Mathnavi, 
"The term mathnavi (long poem in rhyming couplets) is applied to one of 
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The Role of Jamal Emami 
in the Nationalization of Iran's Oil 

Jalal Matini 

Dr. Matini first reviews the history of oil nationalization in the 15th 
session of Parliament, including such topics as the Qavam al-Saltaneh 
protocol with Soviet Ambassador Sadchikov on oil and the approval of 
Clause I. which "made the government the agent of reclaiming Iran's 
national rights over the oil in the south." lie discusses the role played by 
Jamal Emami in the oil issue and his invitation to Dr. Mosaddeq to 
become prime minister. 

In his memoirs, Mosaddeq, writing about the closed session of 
Parliament on 29 April 1951, which resulted in his becoming Prime 
Minister. states: "On that day a closed session of Parliament was held to 
discuss the appointment of a future Prime Minister ... To speed things up 
and put an end to the discussions, one of the delegates had come to my 
home several days before the assassination of Prime Minister Razmara 
and passed on the Shah's invitation to me for the position. and I 
accepted." 

Mosaddeq did not name the de!cgate, but his son. Dr. Gholam
Hussein Mosaddeq, has written he was Jamal Emami. 

On 26 April 1951 Mosaddeq submitted to the Oil Commission a nine
point proposal to carry out oil nationalization. Jamal Emami had 
originally prepared a seven-point proposal to this effect and given it to 
Dr. Mosaddeq. Dr. Mosaddeq added two points to the proposal dealing 
with compensation and how the eviction was to be carried out. 

• :\11 translations. lInkss olherwise slaleu. arc hy Paul Sprachlllan. 
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