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P. 152, kura is usually translated by Persian osran rather than shahr. P. 153,
the name Shiraz is probably very old, and a pre-Islamic settlement certainly
existed in the area. P. 166, the nomads of Fars were Lurs even though theyare
called Kurds in sources. P. 178, the current pre-Islamic name of Qum was
Kumindan, or a variant, while the official name was fran vinart Kavad. P.
193. the numismatic work of G. Le Rider, Suse (Paris, 1965) and the history of
Characene by S.A. Nodelman in Berytus 13 (1959) should be noted. P. 199,
Tag-i-Girra (not Hirra) is far from Paikuli. P. 224, when did the Persian
Nestorians join the Orthodox (Russian) faith? Perhaps Barthold means a few
refugees who fled to Russia. P. 228, the old name for Baku was Bakubah..



Richard N. Frye:

An Historical Geography of lran

by W. Barthold,

Translated by Svat Soucek,

Ldited with an introduction by C.E. Bosworth,
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1984,
Xy + 285 pp. $35.00 cloth,

This volume in the series "Modern Classics in Near Eastern Studies.”
devoted to English translations of works in other languages, 1s, ol course, a
welcome aid for students of medieval Iran not conversant with Russian. At
the same time, it should be remarked that Barthold’s book is neither a
reference work comparable to Paul Schwarz’s detailed fran in Mittelalter, nor
is it a series of essays on the historical geography of Iran. Rather, it is a
readable, informative book written in 1903 about the various provinces of
Iran, plus the areas of Merv, Herat, Balkh. and Baluchistan, but not
Transoxiana, eastern Afghanistan or the Caucasus. Naturally corrections
and additions to the notes had to be made., by Barthold himself, by V.A.
Livshits and finally by C.E. Bosworth. These additions. rather than re-writing
or correction in the notes, although valuable are cumbersome.

Barthold’s book invites comparison with Guy Le Strange’s The Lands of the
Eastern Caliphate, which appeared in 1905. Le Strange, as Schwarz, limits
his sources to Arabic, Persian or Turkish works, while Barthold adds
information about pre-Islamic and contemporary events relating toa city ora
district. Barthold’s book is more interesting and casy to read, but the reader
must refer to the maps in Le Strange’s book or to detailed historical maps to
find his way in the details of geographical information. -

The translation is good and readable with few problems, as one might
expect inany transcription ol proper names from Russian into English. The
translation is an excellent example of the need for a competent Orientalist
who knows the language to translate such a work. Sometimes the translation
is tooliteral;e.g., p. 24, last line, ‘relations even between the regions.” would be
rendered better as “furthermore connections between.....” and p. 196 oriski
are copies rather than molds,

[Lis not possible here to list all the corrections or additions one might add to
those already in the notes, but a few may suffice to indicate the nature of such
suggested changes. On p. 77, it would be better to call Mir Ways lcader ol the
Ghilzai Afghans and not the Khalaj, since the identitication 1sdisputed. On p.
102, R. Bulliet’s book The Patricians of Nishapur should have been noted. P.
142, the 19th century expression "natives of Dravidian race” should be
changed to "Dravidian languages,” but this phrase can hardly apply 1o
Bashakird. P. 148, it is doubtful that the Aryans entered Fars from Kerman.



Another Verse Translation
of Part of Buzurgmihr’s Book of Advice”

by
Jalal Matini

Buzurgmihr Bukhtakan, the wise vizier of the Sasanian king Khusrow 11
Antshirvan, is reported to have written a Pahlavi book of wise counsel
known as the Yddgdr or Andarznamah-"i Buzurgmihr. Matini reviews the
literature on this work, its various incarnations and translations, and then
mentions an article by Mdhyar Navabi published in the Journal of the Faculty
of Letters of the University of Tabriz (11: 3[Fall 1959]). Navabi discovered
that the maxims of Buzurgmihr which Firdawsi incorporated into his
Shahnamah form a verse translation of the Yadgar-i Buzurgmihr, the only
verse translation known at the time. In the process of editing another Persian
epic, the Kishnamah, Matini has discovered another verse translation that
differs with Firdawsi’s on several counts. The Kushnamah attributes the
advice to two lranian mythical personages who were contemporaries ol
Zahhak and Faridin and makes no mention of Buzurgmihr at all. A
comparison of the Buzurgmihr section of the Shahnamah and the
Kishnamah’s counsels reveals that they contain respectively 123 and 100
sections of the 265 sections of Yadgar-i Buzurgmihr. In the last part of the
article, Matini compares the Persian poetry ol Kishnamah with the 100
sections of the original Pahlavi text.

* dhsiract ranstaied by Paul Sprachman, Universiny of Chicago Library.



The Impact of the First Iranian
Constitution on Persian Prose*

by
Hossein Farhudi

After briefly reviewing the changes in Persian prose since the Arab
conquest ol Iran, Farhudi notes that one of the last documents to be written in
the ornate and burcaucratized style of classical Persian prose was the Imperial
Farman of 5 August 1906 which called for the drafting of a Persian
constitution. After this edict, Persian prose shed its mannerisms and achieved
a simplicity that made it accessible to the literate commoner. The new style is
seen lirst in the Persian constitution and later in newspaper prose of the early
Constitutional period. Farhudi writes that constitutional style found its way
into the laws passed by the assembly and can be seen in the twenty or so, fat
volumes of legislation dealing with the various functions of government.

The writer concludes by recalling the words of two Iranian statesmen. One,
Husayn Pirnia, aka Mushir al-Dawlah, who explains the reason why the
Belgian Constitution was counsulted during the drafting of the Persian. The
second, Zaka al-Mulk Furdghi, who analyzes the seventh article of the
Supplementary Fundamental Laws.

* Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman, University of Choicago Library.



A Dream of the Past:
Hidayat’s View of Ideal Women

by
Farzaneh Milani

In the work of Hidayat, ideal women owe much of their charm and allure to
their inaccessibility and asexuality. Distant, unreachable, and cold, they have
no flesh-and-blood reality. From the elusive spiritual ideal (the ethereal girl in
The Blind Owl) and its physical counterpart (the statue in "L he Doll Behind
the Curtain”) to the dead and remote heroines of history, they all prove to be
products of the same fantasizing process. As objects of spiritual love or lust,
they obstinatcly remain above or apart from reality.

Undoubtedly, Hiddyat’s glorification of the heroines ol olden lran, his
disappointment in the discrepancies between idealized romance and the real
experience of love, and his ambivalence towards sexuality run deep
throughout The Blind Owland find a resolution in it. Indeed, the novel can be
considered as Hidayat’s meditation on the alienation and anomic that
surrounded his life and his construction of a utopian oasis in which his
feelings found a medium lor an eloquent expression and women became
symbolic vehicles for the communication ol his world-view.

“ Ahsiract transtated hiothe author.



On the Kinar-ab Dialect”

by
Yahya Zuka

In 4:1 (Autumn, 1985) of fran Nameh, Jalal Matini reviewed a recent
Soviet edition of the works of the poet Badr-i Shirvanf (ca. 1387-1450). At
that time Matini asked scholars for information about two lyrical poems from
the collection that were written in the dialect of Kinardb.

Yahya Zuka has provided the needed explanation. Kindr-ab (not Kindrdh)
refers to thearea bordering the Aras riverand is usually placed in Azerbaijan.
In fact, the area has little in common with northern Azerbaijan or Russia with
which it is purposely misassociated. Zuka explains that the two poems are
written in AzerT, a Persian dialect. He reveals the scribal errors that occured in
the transcription of the manuscript of Shirvani’s lyrical poems. He also
romanizes and translates them into modern Persian.

© Abstract translated by Paul Sprachman, University of Chicago Library .



Faridun-i Farrukh®

by
Shahrokh Meskub

The author begins with a discussion of the tripartite structure of Indo-
European mythology and then explores the Fariddn’s various functions as he
passes from myth toepic to epic history. Drawing on a broad range of original
works and secondary sources, Meskub identifies Faridun in the myth. The
source of Faridin’s epic function is Firdawsi's Shahnamah. Meskub
examines Faridiin as mythic king in the epic: his use of the bull-headed mace.
his association with rain, moonlight, and his role in the overthrow of the
serpent-shouldered tyrant Zahhak. Also treated is Faridun's function in the
fuble of “the three brothers” (Learlike, Faridin divided his vast kingdom
among his three sons Iraj, Salm, and Tir). Finally, he goes into detail about
Faridin in pseudohistory, in which the epic king is transformed into a
political leader.

* Abstract transtared by Paul Sprachman, Universiy of € Ticago Libwary.



Arabic Sciences!

as an example of intellectual inexactitude born of an incorrect framework of
study.One can but conclude that the logical inconsistency and artificiality of
the terminology “Arabic Sciences” owes its prevalence solely to the wide and
indiscriminate usage which it has found in European and American
orientalist circles.

J. M.
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have used “Arabic Sciences” in their taxonomies of scientific thought. The
reason being that, classification of the sciences on the basis of the language in
which the relevant scientific inquiry has taken place is erronecous. Moreover,
all western scholars are in agreement with lbn Khaldun that, Arabs,
generally, were not aware of the sciences or scientific inquiry at the time when
most works classified under “Arabic Sciences” were written. It was in fact for
this reason that Muslim ‘Ulama’ of the past centuries routinely referred to the
aforementioned sciences as “Ulum al-‘Ajam” (Non-Arabic Sciences), or
otherwise, they used alternate terminologies such as “Ulum al-Dakhila”
(Non-Arabic Sciences), »Ulum al-qudama™ (Sciences of the Ancients),
»Ulim al-‘Agliyya” (Rational or Intellectual Sciences).

The question which now beckons the attention of observers is: how can
European and American scholars use "Arabic Sciences” in reference Lo
sciences which Muslim scholars, both Arab and non-Arab, have time and
again termed "Non-Arabic Sciences”. This idiosyncracy finds signilicance
beyond its academic relevance as, in the existing subjective political climate,
the incorrect terminology downgrades and hence permits the omission of the
contributions which non-Arab Muslims have made to the progress of science.
In the first place, the works of non-Arab M uslims such as Persians, Turks or
Indians on History of Science. based on the language in which they were
written. are often classified under Arab intellectual history. In addition, non-
Arab Muslim scholars who wrote in their native languages lind no
recognition in discussions ol History of Science. Ironically, the Europeanand
American scholars who perpetuated the use of the terminology "Arabic
Sciences” were also of the belief that most scientific works written in Arabic
belonged to Persian scholars.

In the end, the author points to the international Conlerence on Innovation
and Tradition in the Arabic Sciences which convened on the fourteenth and
lifteenth of March. 1985, at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C., in
cooperation with the League of Arab States’ Mission to the U.S. as a perfect
clucidation of his line of argument. The subjective proclivity of the
anachronistic terminology. “Arabic Sciences” led to a conlerence which was
held with the cooperation of the League of Arab States, but which did not
solicit the help. nor did it benefit from the presence of the representatives of
couniries such as lIran, Pakistan, India, Turkey, or the Central Asian
Republics ol the Soviet Union, to name only a few countries wheretrom most
of the so-called “Arab Scientists” of the past centuries had originated. The
author moreover, refers to the telling instance during the course ol the
Conference when a speaker cited the birth place of Muhammad ibn Zakartyd'
Rzl as Rey “(near modern Iehran)”, and then proceeded to referto himasan
Arab:

...al-Razf (Rhazes). the most original physician-philosopher
among the Arabic-speaking peoples....



. - *
Arabic Sciences!

The editorial comments of this edition of /ran Nameh are devoted to a
discussion of the incorrectness of the terminology "Arabic Sciences”. The
provenience of this classificatory construct can be found in the works of a
number of European orientalists of the nineteenth century. Although not
used universally, reference to the terminology persisted and found expression
outside of European orientalist circles. Most nota bly, it has appeared in the
works of contemporary American orientalists, but has found most usage in
the works of Arabic speaking scholars.

The term “Arabic Sciences” as used by western scholars does not pertain to
sciences or bodies of thought which relate to or emanate from the language or
literature of the people of the Arabian Penninsula or the Arabic speaking
countries of the contemporary world. Nor do western scholars view "Arabic
Sciences” as a rubric for the study of those religious sciences which relate to
Islam and which have been recorded in Arabic. Rather, European and
American scholars specify and define ”“Arabic Sciences” as that body of
scientific thought which is constituted of works recorded and written in
Arabic, centuries ago, on disciplines such as mathematics, medicine, pharma-
cology, botany, and the like, by peoples and nations -- whether Muslim or
non-Muslim -- who resided in Muslim countries. Therefore according to this
definition, scientific works composed by Muslims in Persian, Turkish, or the
Indian languages are not categorized or discussed under the rubric “Arabic
Sciences”,

Matini writes of the antinomial nature of this terminology that, none of the
Muslim scholars of olden times such as, Khwarazmi, Farabi, or Ibn Khald{in

* Abstract transtated by Vali-Reza Nasr, Washingion, D.C.
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