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Comparative Studies of South Asia,

Airica and the Middle East

http://www.cssaame.ilstu.edu

Compacsive Seudies of South Alsia, Afica and the Middie Flast (cssaaMB) is an .
interdisciplinary journal dedicated to critical and comparative analyses of the
histories, cultural productions, social relations, politics, and economies of
Africa, South Asia, and the Middle East. It particularly seeks to foster
theoretically innovative scholarship that is simultaneously engaged with the
global and grounded in the local. CSSAAME, which merged with the former
South Asia Bulletin in 1995, is distinguished by its commitment to
scholarship that brings together the breadth of comparative studies, the
depth of atea studies, and the theoretical sophistication of postcolonial and
cultural studies. The editorship, authorship, and readership of CSSAAME
are among the most international of scholarly journals. A peet-reviewed,
semi-annual journal containing both scholarly articles and book reviews,
CSSAAME is published by Duke University Press.

The editors welcome submissions from multiple theoretical perspectives,
regions, and disciplines. Essays should be formatted in Chicago style, 14th
edition, and use the Library of Congress transliteration system for
romanization, without diacritical marks. The editors strongly encourage the
use of electronic means for correspondence and submission. Please send your
formatted subsmission to Mohamad Tavakol-Targhi, mtavakol@ilstu.edu. If
you do not have access to an email attachment function, manuscripts may be
mailed to:

Mohamad Tavakoli-Targhi, Editor

Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East
- Department of History

Illinois State University

Normal, Illinois 61790-4420, USA

Phone:309-438-8580; Fax: 309-438-5607

Subscription Information

Individual: US $25.00 (add US$6.00 for surface and $16.00 for air-mail
postage outside the U.S.).

Library and Instisatinat US $45.00 (postage rates as above).

Single Issues: $15.00 (plus $3.00 postage).

To place your journal order using a credit card, call toll-free within the uUs,
888.DUP.JRNL (888.387.5765). Outside the US, call 919-687-3617,
Monday-Friday, 8:00-4:00 EST or mail your otder to:

ive Studies of South Asia, Africa & the Middle East

c/0 Duke University Press
Journals Division, Box 90660
Durham, NC 27708-0660
USA
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phenomenon, but also as a cult figure. As such, the cognitive interaction
with Kasravi and his ideology became subject to the semiotics of popular
cultural, requiring a visual dimension, which in that era consisted of a
single photograph reproduced many times over on the inside cover of his
books and publications about him in the print media.

The Ambivalent Modernity of Iranian Intellectuals
Mehrzad Boroujerdi

This article tries to address the following question: Why and how did
Iranian intellectuals manage to embrace modernity while at the same
keeping a critical distance from it? By chronicling the history of
“Westernization™ in Iran, the author maintains that Iran’s modern
- intelligentsia was inspired by such imported Western ideas as
constitutionalism, democracy, nationalism, self-determination, secularism
and socialism. Yet it is also equally true that their embrace of the West
was overwhelmingly guarded, qualified, and utilitarian. Even as Iranian
intellectuals tried to embrace modemity and adopt its extensive
vocabulary, they did not cease paying tribute to tradition. The curbing of
the pioneering fetters of modern thought was part of the defensive arsenal
of a traditional society uneasy with modernity. Hence, by and large, the
Iranian intelligentsia viewed their procurement of Western modernity as
an adulterous affair or a Faustian bargain, which they could neither openly
brag about nor necessarily be proud of Furthermore, having an
inadequate knowledge of Western history and a tenuous grasp of Western
philosophy meant that the intelligentsia could not fully comprehend the
organic complexities, the multilateral character, or the ultimate
implications of Western modernity. Therefore, their consistent
preoccupation with the questions of “identity” and “uprootedness,” and
their widespread proclivity to advocate discriminate assessment, modified
adaptation, and qualified assimilation of the West is fully understandable.
The paper concludes by maintaining that the current reassessment of the
status and values of modernity is gradually changing the contours of the
Iranian intellectual life by mutating it in the direction of celebrating an
eclectic consciousness and a plural identity which, in the long term, is the
best cultural safeguard for democratic practice.
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Kasravi’s Evolving Impact on Iranian Youth
Faridoun Farrokh

By all accounts, Ahmad Kasravi was an enigmatic personality
whose fame, or notoriety, spilled over the boundaries of intellectual and
religious circles into the arena of public debate, bestowing on him
something of a celebrity status. It is fair to say that Kasravi’s death by
assassination in 1947, intensified public attention on him and his ideas
and for at least a decade; thereafter he received a more focused, and to
some extent, more objective, scrutiny. This article attempts to examine
Ahmad Kasravi not so much as a landmark in the Iranian intellectual
history but as a cultural icon, that is, a focal point of the contemporary
ethos and an intellectual trend-setter in terms of social, political, and
religious thinking and behavior, with special emphasis on the
contemporary youth and their view of Kasravi. Relying mainly on his
own experience as a youth in early formative stage during the years
following Kasravi’s assassination, the author explores the process by
which the young generation of the time came to view Kasravi as a
historic personality. It is noted that the author’s age group gained social
and political consciousness in the early fifties during the Mosaddeq era
when the society experienced a degree of freedom of expression and
enquiry unprecedented in Iran. At that time Kasravi’s works were still in
circulation and the subject of debate. That is when the author and his
peers learned about Kasravi and his inteliectual legacy.

The article indicates that the young Iranians of that
generation never became disciples of Kasravi. By the time the
members of that group came in contact with him and his ideas,
they had been fairly well indoctrinated by Hegel, Nietzsche, and,
most of all, Marx, and found Kasravi’s visceral hostility to
industrialism and Buropean intellectual tradition quaint if not
wrong-headed. In a similar vein, he wrongly assumed that since
Marx and Nietzsche both subscribed to a materialist world view,
they shared the same philosophy of power and the nature of power
relations in human social behavior.

Gradually and inexorably, the article argues, the young urban
Iranians of the 1950s came to view Kasravi not only as a historical
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The Quintessential Iranian Intellectual: Ahmad Kasravi
Asghar Fathi

This paper argues that one can find many similarities between Kasravi’s
views on Iranian social and cultural problems and those of his
contemporaries. However, Kasravi stood alone in his unorthodox and at
times unpopular approach to the possible solutions to these problems.
‘Thus, while most Iranian thinkers of early twentieth century opted for an
unconditional adoption of the Western modern social concepts and
political institutions, he advocated a cautious and eclectic pursuit of
things European. He was particularly opposed to the Iranians’ increasing
fascination with the “material” aspects of Western modernization and
industrialization. At the same time, unlike many a prominent Iranian
social critics or political leader, Kasravi believed that Iran’s chronic
failure to catch up with the western civilization was due more to its
innate cultural traditions than to the perceived interventionist and
domineering policies of European great powers.

Indeed, Kasravi considered both Shi’ite religious tradition and
Persian classical poetry as the main sources of Iran’s gradual descent
from greatness. In his view, the spread of religious superstition and the
corrupting influence of clergy had bereft Shi’ism of its original vigor and
rationality. He also believed that at least parts of the poetry of many of
Iran’s classical bards had renounced purposeful and worldly life and
instead encouraged faith in fatalism and thus promoted a life of ease and
indolence. According to Kasravi, therefore, the beliefs and behavior of
successive generations of Iranians had been adversely influenced by the
irrational or immoral pronouncements of such classical poets.

The teachings and practices of Iran’s Shi’ite clergy was also the
target of Kasravi’s scathing criticism. Braving the increasing wrath of
influential religious leaders, the widespread indignation of the literati and
the public’s growing unease with his iconoclastic pronouncements,
Kasravi continued his campaign of “enlightenment” until he was felled
by the assassins’ bullets.
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provides the individual with the wisdom not only to live his or her live
rationally and truthfully but also behave as a productive member of the
community and strive for the collective prosperity. Thus, for Kasravi,
religion should guide and encourage individuals to understand the world
and the laws that govem it, to become aware of the essence of being a
human being, and to care for the welfare and happiness of others.
Furthermore, he contended that concepts such as God, revelation and
prophet have natural and not metaphysical connotations. He further
believed that religion and science each employs a different path toward
the same goal, i.¢., to reveal the truth which would guide individuals to
attain prosperity and self-fulfillment. According to Kasravi, rationality
[kherad) must play a significant part in man’s belief in religion.

One should, therefor, consider and believe in any religion on the
basis of one’s rational faculties rather than on the basis of blind faith. To
Kasravi, the existence of the Creator is natural and rational. On the
whole, however, it appears that even this concept is not central to his
system of belief. To him, it is rational to believe in the existence of the
Creator, but it would be a waste of time to try to answer questions such
as what or who God is or whence he comes. Hence, Kasravi’s use of the
Persian term farahash for revelation; a term that does not have the
metaphysical connotation of the Arabic word wahy.

While differentiating between true and false prophets, Kasravi
does not see any difference in the ultimate mission of various prophets.
Yet, he argues that all the existing religions, including various sects of
Islam, have for centuries been tainted with superstitions and extraneous
beliefs inimical to human spirit. It was on the strength of such a claim
~ that Kasravi strove in many of his controversial books including Dar

Piramun-e Eslam [On Islam] and Shi‘igari [Shi’ism], to warn his
followers of the impurities that have polluted and corrupted their
religion. The culprit for the corruption of Islam, according to Kasrivi, is
the clergy in general and the Shi’ite clergy in particular. The replacement
that he offered his followers, Pakdini [Pure Religion], is devoid of the
essential properties of traditional religions, including belief in the
supernatural, and thus may be termed as a civil religion.
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the German critical thought, this article first tries to suggest a theoretical
framework for an understanding of modemity.

In Critical Theory, the notion of “subjectivity” refers to the
autonomous, self-consciousness and self-determining individual agent as
one of the “pillars” of modern world. The idea of “universality,”
referring to the inner and outer “nature,” on the other hand, is discussed
as a counterpart to subjectivity, which in a dialectical fashion constitutes
the other “pillar” of modemnity wherein a synthesis of subjectivity and
universality may be thought of as possible solution to dilemmas of
modernity. One the most recent attempts to reconcile subjectivity and
universality in the socio-political sphere is that of Jiirgen Habermas who
wishes to transform the foundation of modem world from mere
subjectivity to “intersubjectivity”.

A very brief discussion of this attempt is presented in this paper. In
this essay it is argued that Kasravi’s thought was very much tilted toward
the notion of “disembodied” positivistic subjectivity that was withdrawn
from nature, and hostile to the Dionysian elements in the Persian culture.
However, the discourse of Hossein Kazemzadeh Iranshahr is discussed
briefly first because it anticipated that of Kasravi and influenced the
latter’s work. Iranshahr posited a complete separation between the
intellect and spirit on the one hand, and the “body” and matter on the
other, that was wholly adopted by Kasravi. As a result of Kasarvi’s
lopsided emphasis on disembodied subjectivity his thought arrived at a
notion of extremist rationality that allowed little space for the
development of other aspects of the modern world or the creation of
intersubjectivity necessary for the emergence of rights of citizenship for
Iranians in a civil society.

Kasravi’s Rationalist Approach to Religion
M. R. Ghanoonparvar

Ahmad Kasravi’s writings, both his polemical and non-polemical work,
reveal a mind that attempts to approach life, as well as the world at large,
in a straightforward and rationalist vein. This is certainly true of his
approach to religion in general and to various Islamic sects and practices,
in particular. Kasravi considers religion as a code of behavior
incorporating a set of rules, regulations, and instructions. Such a code



Furopean-mannered intelligentsia and the Muslim clerisy. Husayn
Kazimzadah likewise called for an ‘intellectual and religious revolution',
a revolution for 'the purging of superstitions and superfluities’ from
Shiism. Kazimzadah argued that the material progress of the West
should be synthesized with the spirituality of the East. He thus prescribed
a synthetic modernity that sought the concordance of 'science with
religion, materiality with spirituality, life with action, and action with
nobility'. Reconfiguring the role of Islam in comprehension of
modernity, in this scenario '[2] modern person must be religious and
religious person must be modern.'5 These ideas informed Ahmad Kasravi
(1890-1946) who viewed the notion of 'European superiority' as a
deceptive device for the promotion of colonialism and capitalism. In his
Ethos (dAyin), which was published in 1932, Kasravi offered a
comprehensive critique of European civilization and the mimetic project
of 'Buropism' (urupayigarayi), a futurist project that viewed the present
of the West as the future of the Rest. Believing that 'Europe faced a
dreadful future’, Kasravi called for the purging of the ‘malady of
Europism' and for returning to the noble values that were trampled upon
by the Iranian enthusiasts of European ways. In this counter-European
project, religion was to play a pivotal role as the foundation for a
compassionate, rational and ethical life, which was viewed as an
alternative path of progress and development that could detour the social
and economic problems of Europe.6 With varying degrees of
sophistication, similar ideas were articulated by the Indian Muhammad
Igbal (1875-1938) and Abu al-'Ala Mawdudi (1903-1979) and the
Egyptian Rashid Riza (1865-1935) and Hasan al-Banna (1906-1949).

The Concept of Modernity in Ahmad Kasarvi’s Writings
' Farzin Vahdat

This article attempts to analyze and evaluate thought of Ahamad Kasravi
in relation to the discourse and phenomenon we know as modernity.
Kasaravi’s thought can be considered as an attempt at adaptation of
modernity in the Iranian socio-political discourses of the earlier part of
the 20th century that still has some relevance to our age. By drawing on



ancient as public art itself, and it always suggests itself to any prophet or
ideology that is convinced of having all the requirements of the happy
living. And insofar as it would call the entire society to conform to its
norms of belief and conduct, it would not discriminate between the
holders of rhyme and reason. The problem though is that all competing
ideologies hold a different ‘series of truths that every rational person
must accept’; hence, the poet who conforms to one of these must be
condemned by all the others, even though he is trying to write ‘for the
public good’.

It is almost immaterial whether or not Sa‘di must be condemned on the
charge of being a pederast, Hafiz, of being a nihilistic beggar, Khayyam,
of being an amoral and reckless drinker, or Rumi, of advocating a
parasitic life. Their real crime is that their work did not conform to the
precepts of Kasravi’s design for virtuous living. In Kasravi’s opinion,
imaginative literature, fiction as well as poetry, is a waste of time except
in the very minority of cases when it may be devoted to the promotion of
good living according to his gospel. Yet this denies the very ‘literariness’
of literature, i. €. all the forms and objectives that distinguish it from
religion, ethics, sociology, journalism or politics. Therefore, Kasravi’s
view of literature is more of a negation of its value than a critique of
some of its forms and substances, or some of its producers and
promoters.

Inventing Modernity, Borrowing Modernity
Mohammad Tavakoli Targhi

The post-WWI Iranian intelligentsia developed a critical approach to
European civilization by articulating a vernacular modemnity, a
modernity that was grounded in the spiritual rejuvenation of Iran and
Islam. In 1924, for instance, Murtiza Mushfiq Kazimi proposed that Iran
needed a 'clerical modernity' (tajadud-i akhund). A year later Habib
Allah Pur-i Riza suggested that what was needed was a 'sacred
revolution' (ingilab-i muqaddas) with 'thinkers like Luther and Calvin',
Criticizing westernization as 'borrowed civilization'3 in 1926, Tuti
Maraghah'i instead called for the development of a distinctly Iranian
civilization that that could harmonize the antagonistic relations of the
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