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Harvard Fellowship in Iranian Studies

The Center for Middle Eastern Studies at Harvard University is inviting
applications for the Ehsan Yarshater Visiting Fellowship in Iranian
Studies, with stipend, for the 1998-99 academic year.

The Fellowship was established to promote research in Iranian
languages, literatures, religions, history, sociology, anthropology, art
history and archaeology to encourage post-doctoral scholars who have
not yet achieved senior status in their fields to utilize Harvard’s research
facilities and become acquainted with its methods of research and
instruction. Qualified fellows may, at the discretion of the Center or
the relevant department, be asked to help with the instruction of the
students.

The deadline for the receipt of applications is August 31, 1998.

Please fax applications and all other inquiries to (617) 496-8584 to the
attention of: Committee on Ehsan Yarshater Fellowship, Prof. Roy
Mottahedeh, Chair, Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Coolidge Hall,
1737 Cambridge Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 02138.
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Mohammad Zia’ Hashtrudi, Mojtaba Minovi, Mas’ud Farzad, Abdol Hossein
Nushin, and Nima Yushij. At the outset, the journal focused mainly on cultural
and literary issues and only a small part of it was devoted to music. Thus, the
author believes, Majalle Musigqi in its early period was mostly known by, and
influenced, the Iranian literary circles rather than students and practitioners of
music. It was only in its third phase, begun in 1957, that the journal
concentrated almost totally on matters of music. Its tendency, however, to
devote most of its articles to the presentation and discussion of mostly western
classical music at the expense of Iranian classical and folk music did not help
its standing with its readership.

Majalle Rudaki was published in 1971 as a cultural quarterly focusing
mainly on music. In its format, choice of articles, and editorial policies this
journal opened up new vistas for its readers. While it strived to adhere to high
professional standards it gained and preserved a degree of popularity rare for
journals of its genre. Not unlike the first phase of Majalle Musiqgi, many articles
on artistic or cultural issues were also published in Majalle Rudaki. Indeed, the
most prominent and popular of Iranian writers and poets were often eager to
have their works published in the journal. According to the author, despite the
fact that Majalle Rudaki was the publication of a governmental institution, it
enjoyed a considerable degree of editorial freedom in presenting divergent points
of view; a fact which was not overlooked by the dissenting intellectual
community of the period.
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somewhat detailed description of the goals of the founder of the Kaveh of
Berlin, Hasan Taqizadeh, and his colleagues, including Mohammad Ali
Jamalzadeh, Mohammad Qazvini, Ebrahim Pourdavud and Hossein Kazemzadeh
Iranshahr. The author suggests that most of the articles of kaveh in this period
were focused on the oriental studies and the introduction and translation of some
of the works of European orientalists on Iran. Some of Taqgizadeh’s works on
Shahnameh and Ferdowsi were also published in the paper. Kaveh, according
to the author, also reported on the cultural activities of the Iranian community
in Berlin and often organized seminars where Iranian scholars or writers read
from their works. A number of the journal’s writers and editors, including
Taqgizadeh and Jamalzadeh attended the Congress of Scandinavian Socialists held
in Stockholm in order to present their demands and elaborate on the grievances
of the Iranian nationalists against Great Britain and Russia. Kaveh of Berlin was
closed down, due to financial problems, in March 1922.

In March 1963, Kaveh began its new life--in Munich--under the
editorship of the author. It has strived to continue the tradition of the original
Kaveh, particularly in terms of reflecting the views of some of the most
prominent of Iranian intellectuals and writers. It has similarly been actively
involved in the social and cultural life of the Iranian community in Germany by,
among other things, sponsoring conferences and the establishment of cultural
centers and offering classes for language instruction. It has also attempted,
according to the author, to elaborate on the major concepts espoused by
progressive and democratic movements both in Iran and within the Iranian
communities abroad.

A Survey of Two Iranian Journals of Music

Mahmud Khoschnam

The history and content of two well-known Iranian journals of music,
Majalle Musigi and Mahnameh Rudaki have been surveyed in this article.
Majalle Musiqi began its publication in 1938 and lasted, under three different
and distinct editorships, until 1978. Its original editor and publisher, Golam
Hossein Minbashian, who was mainly interested in introducing his western-
oriented views on Iranian music, was able to elicit the cooperation of a number
of young Iranian artists and writers of the time, including Sadeq Hedayat,
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Ethics in Politics and Journalism
Houchang Vaziri

Journalism and politics, the author claims, are closely related
professions, since for both power poses the central question and embodies the
main issue. Yet, they differ in their evaluation and appreciation of power. One
seeks power or tries to preserve it, while the other sees its most edifying mission
in debunking power. From this two opposing perspectives emerges a tension
which in a sense reflects the tension between power, on the one hand, and
ethics, on the other. However, the tension by itself does not bar a reconciliation
between political power and ethical consideration. Journalism can play a crucial
role in preventing the corruption of political power into self-serving
authoritarianism. However, in order to be able to perform this highly important
moral task the journalist must, according to the author, continually respect those
absolute, and often unwritten, principles of ethical behavior.

The author further suggest that in journalism, as in all other
professions, good and evil persist side by side. However, the journalists are,
unfortunately, often judged by their worst examples and not their best. As Max
Weber has claimed, those journalists who trample upon moral principles may
attain heights of fame and fortune but never accolades of honor and respect.
For the politician, the measure of success is his ability to opt for power when
faced with the choice between the moral imperative and political expediency.
Thejournalist, on the other hand, the author believes, will be judged on whether
as the container of political power chooses the path of moral rectitude.

* Abstract prepared by the author.

Kaveh: From Berlin to Munich

Mohammad Assemi

This article attempts to survey and compare Kaveh of Berlin and its
namesake in Munich, Germany in terms of the prevailing political conditions at
the time of their publication, their respective political impact and cultural
activities and their editors, writers and contributors. The author begins by a
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precedent. Later on, some of them played an active role in the second phase of
Iran’s social and economic development instituted by Reza Shah, the enlightened
despot. Ali Akbar Davar was the leading member of this group who became the
first journalist-intellectual to attain sufficient power to implement some of his
reform programs. Reza Shah, however,viewed both journalists and intellectuals
with a mixture of suspicion and contempt and thus with Davar’s suicide the
expansion of journalism as a credible venue for politics had to wait Reza Shah’s
own downfall which entailed a strong backlash on the part of the Iranian
intelligentsia. This newly-educated younger generation, which soon fell under
the spell of radical leftist ideas, embraced journalism with a vengeance, taking
advantage of the purely material and technical gains achieved by the press
during Reza Shah’s years.

The two most influential representatives of this new generation of
political journalists were Ehsan Tabari and Khalil Maleki who along with
Hossein Fatemi, a radical nationalist, inspired an army of journalists for whom
journalism became guerilla warfare by other means. The decades of 1950’s and
1960’s witnessed the maturation of Iranian journalism. The two major dailies,
both evening papers, along with many quality periodicals, created and supported
a class of professional journalists who successfully challenged the Shah’s ever
increasing power. One important development of those years was the emergence
of Ayandegan, a thoroughly political daily which explicitly declared its mission
to be the elevation of the level of political discourse. Ayandegan was unusual in
that it was liberal and anti-left. Its editorials, which were the improved versions
of the political columns introduced by the author in Eftela’at, often took a
critical position on domestic issues and helped the paper attain an influence far
above its material capabilities.

[ranian political journalism, by confusing high political and moral
stands with unreserved opposition to the regime, greatly helped the surge and
eventual victory of the Islamic revolution and was one of its earliest victims.
The revolutionary regime with the clerical monopoly of power, had no room for
journalism as a venue for politics. Nevertheless, political journalism is
flourishing in Iran. The continuing polycentrism of the regime with organized
chaos as its inevitable corollary, provides for a great number of journals, which
are engaged in political expression, room for maneuver and at the same time
threatens them with horrifying risks. Outside Iran, too, political activity is
almost solely conducted through the press. Thus, a hundred years after the
Constitutional Movement the process of the passage of politics through
journalism has been completed.

* Abstract prepared by the author.
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by the Iranian revolution of two decades ago, one from 1953 to 1977, the other
from 1981 to 1997.

During the first period, which lasted for 24 years, the Iranian state
exercised primarily restrictive censorship. In the first few years after the fall of
Mosaddeq’s government press restrictions were mainly imposed through the
application of martial law. Later on, the responsibility for enforcing censorship
was divided between the Ministry of Information and the Ministry of Culture,
with the newly founded security agency, SAVAK, as a shadow organization
principally engaged in extralegal activities such as harassing outspoken dissident
writers. Naturally, each system of censorship had its own structure and function,
and gave rise to specific consequences. Much of the article is given over to the
discussion of these features and the consequences arising from them.

With the advent of the revolution, the Iranian press once again
experienced a brief period of relaxation of censorship lasting a little over four
years. From the beginning, however, the will to Islamicize the revolution
manifested itself in the form of an aggressive system of censorship, unique in
Iran’s modern experience. Indeed, this system of censorship has proved far more
efficient--and far more damaging--than previous systems both in stifling
oppositional discourse and in propagating the ideological message of the ruling
clerical elite, one largely alien to Iran’s secular intellectual community. In
comparing and contrasting these two systems of censorship, the article brings to
the fore many forces that are only partly visible so far, or are hidden within
deep layers of Iranian culture. It is these forces, the essay argues, that mitigate
against greater strides toward achieving freedom of expression-in the Western
sense--in Iran.

* Abstract prepared by the author.

From Journalism to Politics

Daryush Homayoun

About a hundred years ago, the Iranian society was introduced to a new
medium which soon supplanted and nearly replaced pulpit and poetry as the
means of shaping and influencing public opinion. In the short-lived Iranian Age
of Enlightenment (1890°s-1920’s) a new breed of intellectuals combined political
activity with journalistic vocation and became the Iranian counterparts of the
illustrious French philosophes of the 18th century. As journalist-political activist-
intellectual, these leaders of the Iranian Constitutional Movement set a powerful



11

of Iranian poets and writers expounded their ideas in the form of editorials in
the most popular journals of the period. Thus, the editorial page of most
journals became the main battleground for the opposing schools of thought,
particularly the traditionalist and the modernists.

In analyzing the style and content of the editorials in various periods of
Iran’s contemporary history, the author points to their unusual length--at times
occupying more than a page--and their fiery and rhetorical tone in the period
immediately following the victory of the Constitutional Movement. In the decade
following the Second Wold War, which is generally known as the period in
which the Iranian press enjoyed a high degree of freedom, editorials were again
mostly marked by their extremely partisan tones and vituperative and aggressive
styles. In the periods of extended press censorship and government control,
however, the tone and style of editorial writing underwent considerable change
towards blandness and conformity to the tolerable, and often government-
designed norms of political, cultural and social expression.

The author concludes his article by offering extensive excerpts from the
editorials of five of the most famous of the Iranian journalists in the 1941-57
period: Ali Asghar Amirani (Khandaniha), Hasan Arsanjani (Daryia), Lotfollah
Taraghi (Taraghi), Abbas Khalili (Eqdam), Abdolrahman Faramarzi (Kayhan),
and Rahmat Mostafavi (Roshanfekr). He also compares and contrasts the
background, political orientation and writing style of each of the quoted
editorialists.

Iranian Press and Censorship: 1953-1998

Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak

In a century and a half of its existence, the Iranian print media--
including newspapers and a variety of periodical publications--have experienced
several periods of expansion and contraction. Thus, from 1906 to 1925 it
gradually opened up sufficiently to influence the course of events in the country.
By contrast, the sixteen years of Reza Shah’s rule marked a period when the
press was virtually reduced to an instrument in the hands of a strong
authoritarian state. The period 1941-53 marked the country’s return to an
expansive press, culminating in the years of Mohammad Mosaddeq’s
government. This article compares and contrasts the basic premises and
operating procedures of press censorship in Iran in two distinct periods separated



10

works. Despite the many shortcomings that the author finds in these sources, he
believes that, compared to published works on the history of the press in
Turkey, Pakistan and some Arab countries, the accomplishments of Iranian
researchers in this field have been remarkably more serious rivaling those of
their counterparts in India and some of the former republics of the old Soviet
Union. In certain areas, however, much is yet to be done: Many of the old
journals and periodicals that deserve to be the subject of monographs continue
to be neglected; except for Kerman and Yazd, the press of no other Iranian
province have been the subject of serious research and analysis; the specialized
journals have also been virtually overlooked; the history of the publications of
political parties have, with the exception of the leftist parties, also been
neglected; and the journals published by religious, ethnic or linguistic minorities
do not fare much better. The increasing number of memoirs published by
journalists and editors, however, should be considered as a fresh and valuable
primary source in the field of the historiography of the Iranian press and may
in the long run pave the way for the emergence of a more comprehensive
literature in the field.

Editors and Editorial Writing

Ahmad Ahrar

In the context of Iranian journalism, the author suggests, editorial
articles and editorial writers have traditionally had more significance than what
is assigned to them in the West. In a sense, many a journal has been published
in Iran for the sole purpose of disseminating the ideas contained in their
editorials. Indeed, one may point to a number of journals, particularly in certain
periods of Iran’s contemporary history, whose prestige was derived essentially,
if not solely, from the popularity of their editorial writers. In an attempt to
prove the point, the author quotes extensively form the editorials of a number
of renowned Iranian writers. In the early stages of Iranian Journalism at the turn
of century and particularly during the period of Iran’s Constitutional Movement,
a number of emerging social themes and political ideas were defined, explained
and propagated in the editorials of various journals including those published
abroad by Iranian intellectuals and dissidents. According to the author, it was
particularly following the victory of the Constitutionalists that a large number



The Sources of Historiography of the Iranian Press

Nassereddin Parvin

This article reviews the sources of historiography of the press in the
Persian-speaking world and attempts to classify these sources in terms of their
content and analytical value. According to the author, the history of journalism
is closely bound with the social, cultural and legal history of the area and
informed by a number of factors, including the prevailing communication
network, technical developments, linguistic properties and economic conditions.
From the perspective of this broad approach, the author suggests, an
authoritative history of the press—either in Iran or in the larger domain of
Persian language and Iranian culture--has yet to be written. Whatever is now
available in this field can only be characterized as the raw material appropriate
for the writing of such a history.

The historiography of the press in the Iranian world may be classified
into several distinct categories, e.g., the history of the Persian-language journals
and the history of journalism in the Iranian world. Comprehensive research in
each of these categories must overcome a number of obstacles including the
absence of complete, systematic and organized private or public archives;
inordinate reluctance of the trustees or owners of the existing archives to make
them available to researchers; and recurrent political upheavals in Iran since the
reign of Nasser al-din Shah which has usually resulted in the denunciation of the
previous dynasty or political regime and thus induced a certain degree of self-
censorship in researchers.

In the main part of the article, the author analyzes, in some detail, the
value of a number of main sources of the historiography of the Iranian press
including general, topical, and specialized indices, monographs and reference
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